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. BIRTHS. 
On the 24th January, at Canton, the wife of G. 
Ricwarnme, of a daughter. : 
On the 27th inst., at No. 131 Wanchai Road, the 
, : wife of Mr..H. Dixon, of a daughter. 
" : : : ; : re 
; DEATA. 
On the 16th January, at Kobe, Exuen, daugh - 
ter of Mr, and Mrs, G. M. Aras, aged 7 years. 
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“Ba 


' Honexone UFFice: 14, Des Vaux Roa Ct. 
.Lonpon Orricg: 131, Fueer Street, B.C 


ARRIVAL OF- MAILS. 


= The French Mail of the 25th ult, arrived 
per ss. Yarra on the 27th inst; and the 
English Mail of the Ist inst. is expected to 
a arriye pers.s, Chusan on or about the 31st inst, 
EE 


EPITOME OF THE WEEK. 


pe 


_ The -Government of Corea has declared 
neutrality in the event of war between Russia 
and Japan. The British Minister approves, 


but Russias is reported to object. 
. | a 


-| 1,830 .ecrnits for Port Arthur. 
‘8,8. Malaya arrived from Port Arthur the same 


t 


ongkony “Oleckly 


Chins Ooerind Trade Beport, 


HONGKONG, SATURDAY, 30t8 JANUARY, 


About midnight-on the 20th ist. the un- 
finished building of the Russo-Chinese Bank at 


‘lL ientsin was completely destroyed by fire. Its 


insurance: amounted to 80,000 taels, but the 
damage is reckoned at 200,000 taels. 


News from Vladivostook st the midd'a of the 
month says that the ico was then a foot thick in 
the harbdur,and that.it had been found necessary 
to beach the torpedo-boata. ‘I'he degree of froat 


this year is exceptional throughout (he whole of 
the Far East. 


Various reports are arriving at Darjeeling, 
stating that the Tibetans are becoming trucu- 
lent, and that the Lamas dec'are they will appeal 
to Russia if the British advance continues. It 
is believed in several quarters that fighting ig 
likely to take place in the early future. 


Onur Manil correspondent telegraphed on the ' 


27th inst.: “The Zafiro, which sailed for Che- 
mulpo, with marines, on December 29th, has 
not yet returned here, The naval anthorities 
here deny all knowledge of her sinking.” The 
Zafiro is the U.S. inter-island transport of that 
name. 


Renter's agency at Peking wires that China 


has invited he support of the pawers to attempt 
-| to mediate he' ween Pussia a: 


Japan, France 
is willing to use her good offices to endeavour tn 
arrange a modus vivendi with the assistance of 
Fngland and America, Iu reply to Prince 
Ching’s communication, the British and Amer- 
ican Ministers, acting in agreemert, have exp- 
lained the difficulti-s of mediating at the pres- 
ent juncture, Prince Ching is evidently still 
playing Russia's game. 


The Russian s.s. Kazan, from Odessa, cleared 
at Hongkong Harbour Office on the 28th inst, 
She has some 2,000 tons of general cargo, and 
The lKussian 


day in ballast. Shortly after her arrival she 
cleared for Odessa. Messrs- Melchers & Co 
are agents for both vessels. The Nippon Yusen 
Kaisha s.s. Tamba-maru, the vessel'on the 
Japan-Hurope line that was recalled from 


Singapore and had to hand over her cargo and |. 


passengers to the French Mail, arrived from 
Singapore on the 28th on her way to Japan. 
On the voyage up she was in company with the 
Nippon Yusen Kaishas.s. Hitacht-maru, from 
Antwerp, with a heavy cargo for Japan, in- 
cluding a large quantity of explosives. 


eee Japan Mail writes on the 16th inst.:— 
he leading Japanese journals are all agreed 
that strange as au attitude of neutrality on 
China's patt may appear at this junoture, it is 
the only course permitted by her condition. 
Japan asks nothing else. Among these journals 
the Nichi Nichi Shimbun notes that all the 
Powers have now virtually declared their inten- 
tion to preserve strict neutrality, and that the 
inconvenience thus causei to RWssia will be 
very great. Japan can obtain all tho supplies 
she needs without any difficulty, She has them 
at home within easy reach of the scene of opera- 
tions. But Russia will have {o carry overy- 
thing an immense distance. Fuel and food alike 
will be unprocurable for her wants, Our Tokyo 
contemporary thinks that it is here she will tirst 
feel the pinch, Indeed it regards the situation 
= most dispiriting for Russia from that point 
of view. 


‘son, K.C.M.G., was born at Gartly, Aberdeon- 


1904. | | 


The N..C, Daily News reports that during 
two days last week at Shanghai a large number 
of anonymous circulars enclosed in envelopes - 
were distributed through the local post, 
addressed to nativé contractors, grocers, and 
purveyors, calling upon them to prove their 
patriotism by refusing to supply Russian men- | 
of-war with coal and food supplies, 


It appears that the Japanose in the Liaotung 
Peninsula, finding themselves very. inseonre 
owing to the Russians having little regard for 
their persons and property, and the Chinese 
being not indisposed to follow suit, addressed s 
petition from Port Arthur to Viceroy Alexioff. 
On receipt of this petition the Viceroy sum- - 
moned the representative of the petitioners and 
the Chief of Police to his presence, and gave to 
the latter explicit instructions that every posai- 
ble precaution shoul be taken for the security 
of Japanese life and property. 

{ . 


i 


The name of the new Governor of the Straits 
Settlements was announced oh the 23rd inst.,: 
He is Sir John Anderson, one of the Principal 
Clerks of the Colonial Office. Sir John Ander- 


shire, in 1858, and was educated at Aberdeen 
University, where he took Ist class hondurs in 
Mathematics and gained the gold medal as 
most distinguished graduate of his year. He 
enterad the Co!onial Office ag a 2nd class clerk 
in 1879, | Since then bis career has been :— 
Bacon scholar, Gray's Inn, 1887; Inns of Court 
studentship, 1888; joint commissioner, with the 
late Sir J. F, Diokgon, 1891, to enquire into 
certain matters’ connected with the Supreme 
Court of Gibraltar; priv. sec. to Sir RB. Meade, 
17th Aug, 1892; attached to staff for the 
Behring Sea Arbitration in London and Paris, a 
1892-93; Ist class clerk, C, O., 1896; principal yo 
clerk 1897 ; sec. to the conference between Mr. \ F 

Chamberlainand the Colonial Premiers, June 
and July, 1897 ; C.M.G., 1898 ; C. O. representa- 
tive on staff of the Duke of Cornwall and York 
during visit to the Colonies, 1901; K.C.M.q. 
1901. = 


- | 
“It is stated, on high diplomatio authority, - 
that an important advance hag been made fo- - 
wards a pacific settlement, and that the: peace 
party has gained the ascendancy in Russia, in 
consequence of the emphatic representations of 
certain influential Ministers regarding Russia's 
unpreparedness for war. Russia, therefore, re- 
plies to Japan in a wholly conciliatory: spirit, 
stating that she is prepared to recognise the 
autonomy and integrity of Cores and to addresa 
a Note to the Powers recognising Chinese sove- 
reignty and the integrity of Manchuria, Japan, 
however, |desires a formal embodiment of the 
latter priticiple in a special arrangement between 
Russia and Japan.” So ran Reuter’s telegram 
of th: 2lst inst. News has varied during the 
past week, but Reuter’s last telegram: puts 
a different appearance on affairs, It is ag 
follows: -- ‘{ London, 27th January.. Advices 
from Tokyo, 27th instant, state that the Goy- 
ernment has intimated to the ‘Russian Mini 
ter that an early response is desired: to the 
last-Note. It seems poesia its pant ill sot 
decisively in a few-|days ;-though: many 
hitherto objected to Japan: taking:th 
the majority would now. : 
or, if neces 1-8 deola 
ions here are all for war 


Pad 
+ 


. aggressive. 
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THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


THE TIBETAN QUESTION. 
| Bee ge ed F 
(Daily Press, 28th January.) 
We have to sincerely thauk the Russian 


. diplomacy. 


Press, which in this inst inve we may assume © 
as the equivalént of the Russian Govern. 


ment, for the information it has given us as 
to the importance attaching 10 ils eyes to 
Trbet. For more than a hundred years we 
have been content to be next-door neigh- 


bours to this most unfriendly of nations, - 


and have never thought it worth our while 
to take any official notice of its peculiar 
ideas of shutting itself off from communica- 
tion with the rest of the world. The sitna- 
tiop was in fact very much like that of 


care a stiver Jur the lions, and the lions did 
not carea stiver for Danrtev. Iuail this we 
have committed a grave mistake; Tibet ts 


4 


. dangerous gine for the user. 


really the key to our communications with | 
China, and affords tle only practical route — 


‘fora line of railway counectiug India and 
the Flowery Land. What is Russia's in- 
terest in Tibet, aud why she should give us 


diplomacy is generally accepted as implying 


‘policy and to succeed in representing tue 


y ‘her proficiency in the art of bullying the 
DANIEL and the lions—Danten did not 


ee 


| 


(January 30, 1904. 


nations has never permitted interference 


with the private affuirs of one’s neigh- 
i hours. 


Much has been said _and written 
as to the gencral astuteness of Russian 
If by this we mean the 
ability to gain her ends without 
having recourse to warlike measures we 
may accept the phrase aa a truism; it is 
otherwise ifhwe come to analyse her methods, 
of recent years at ‘all events. The art of 


the ability to conceal the weak points of a 


worse 18 the better cause; in this Ruasia 
has in her recent diplomacy most egregiously 
faile:l, and her successs have been due to 


weaker. Agaiust a weak and corrupt Power 
as China, it is true, this policy has been 
eminenily successful, but it is at best a! 
Puwer possessing self-respect and sble to 
see Lhe whole of the game, it exposes her to 
having her own flank turued at any moment, 


‘and ali the more so when she is unable to 


this, doubtless disinterested, iuformation, is, | 


however, not so apparent. Russia’s point 
of nearest appioach to Tibet is the highest 
crest of the mountains ‘over the Chitral 
evalley, where the distance as the crow flies 
is-some four hundred miles, and that over 


the highest mountain range iv the woafld: ' 


the route is, morevver, in Afghan aud iu 
British hands, and, it may be added, bos 
never been traversed by mortal man, Ou 


Tift by some six hundred miles of movn- 
tain aud de-e:t, which are, moreover, in 
possession of China. The intermediate 
countries are, besides, amongst the must 
impracticable on the face of the earth; and 
this not so much on accaunt of the un- 
friendly character of the populations as 
from physical causes of climate and confi- 
guration. Recent travellers, both English 
and Russian, have experienced these difficul- 


ties of the road, and have found many; 


thousands of square wiles of the intervening 
country absolutely> withuut inhabitants, 
owing to its enormous elevation, frem 
11,000 to 14,00) feet, preventing the growth 


occasion had to retire befere the difficulty of 
the roads, aud it would be abswrd to sup- 
pose that what a well-equipped voyager, 
with every appliance for uvercoming difficul- 
ties, was unable to accomplish, could in the 
ordinary course of traffic become a high 
road for intercourse. Russia, in point of 
fact, has no legitimate inter. st whatever in 
Tibet, and in her querulous protest that a 
British occupation would stand in the way 
of her communications With China, she 
somewhat naiveiy lets the cat out of the 
bag, and shows how the interest sle has 
been lately taking in these remote districts is 
really actuated by considerations | purely 


Very much the same may be said of her 
ill-humour over the réceut visit of Lord 
Curzon to the Persian Gulf. It is wot 
‘customary in the intercourse of civilised 
nations to exhibit ill-will over actious legi- 


timate in themselves, und -trictly in accor- | by Russia. 


dance with international practice und-rtaken 
by another Power. .We lave not considered 
ourselves culled on to interfere in Russia's 


show that she has cme into the contest with 
clean hands. In this respect she stands « 
bad chance when pitted against such a 
Power ay Japan, not to say Britain. Japan 
has sufficient astuteness and knowledge of 
the game to be able to comprehend that 
Russia, us she stands to-day, whatever power 
she. may have of atinoyance, is incapable of 


‘striking, und by her senseless threats only 


' 
{ 
t 
| 
! 
{ 


i 


| 


i quick about. it. 


brin,s contempt on herse f. This has been 


‘ucceutuaten in her recent correspondence, 
the.vorth Ru-sian, territcry is divided from ! 


and her weakness has been amply shown in 


her last contestot wits, Shecondescendingly | 


offered Japan certain concessions in Corea, 
forgetting apparently that Corea was not 
hers to dispose of. Japan saw the .weak 
spot at once, and was not slow to tuke ad- 
vantage of it. ‘I'he dispute was cot abvut 
Corea at all, she replied—it was about Rus- 
sian encroachment iu Manchuria; what she 
required was that Russia should give effect 
tu her reiterated engagement with respect 
to ifs evacuation. That was the purport of 
her Note. After this she took thé opportun- 


ity of sugzésting that Russia shvuld be 


Russia bad been assiduous- 


‘ly seeking to foree Japan into taking the — 
of the ordinary food-crops, as well as rendcr- ; first step towards a breach «cf the peace ; 
ing travelling buth difficult and dangerous. ! she found the tables most effectively turned : 
Russia's great traveller, PREJEVALSKY,. in | against herself, 
crossing these wastes on more than one ! made with reward to Britain, and it is to be 


A similar blunder has been | 


hoped it will be met in an equally. effective | 
manner. To yo back a little, we spoke 
ubove of Russia’s showing of her hand with 
rezard to Tibet. It is interesting to-mark 
the excuse given on behalf of Russia for 
meddling in tee affairs of that cuountry ; 
there happens to exist in a remote corner 
of Monzolia a Hamaist monastery which 
possesses a real live Bopp#a in touch with 
him of GLhassa. England of course has 

any religious communities in her midst 


holding obedience to the Pope, but no Eug- | is improbable, 


lishman in his wildest mo:nents ever thought | 
that this entitled him to interfere between | 
the Kiny of Italy and the Pope. - Well, it | 
s-ems that at the instigation of some Rus- 
sian? agent the BuppHa of Khamba hay 
becn preaching to bit of Lhassa, and offer- | 
ing him the friendship of Rus-ia if he will: 
cniy-turn out te objectionable English. Such : 
is the amount of iuterest in ‘Tibet possessed ' 
Acting on tats, the Dalai Laina : 
was istizated to send a missin to Russia , 
—according to the usual Russian formuta | 
“for commercial purp.s:s only.”7 Having | 


breaches of solewn engagements, as, for | so wot in the edge of the wedge, Russia at 


i:stance, in her recent aciions iu, Finland. 
Tt would be easy to prove that our own 
interests in Finland are really very ‘exten- 
sive—far more so than those of: Russia in 


once begins the modern game. Britain, 
finding out what was going on, reminded 
the Dala: Lama of his former promises about 


demarking the frontier.—He of Lhus a, 


either Persia 6r Tibet. The courtesy of' thinking be bad now got a powerful friend 


an 


at court, nt whose mere rrowl the English- 
man would at once drop joi his kuces aud 
retire gracefully, retuse {jo give any reply, 
and when pressed, lik the little vulgar 

boy,put bis, fingers to his nose. Russia, 
who had already committed herself with 
the Khamba Lama, was thus placed in an 
awkward position fa viliar enough to b-giu- 
ners at the great game of-poker. She found 
herself with no alternative but either to 
show up her cards or carry on the 
bluff. Unfortunately for her town reputa- 
tion she chose the lalter. What proimises 
she has mad: to the Dalai Lama-does not 
as yet appear, but urfurtunately fo. the 
game the British Government has fur once 
taken heart of grace, and bas continued its 
advance. sNow comes in the most interesting 
part of the whole ; stung by the conspicuous 
wart of shiccess of her furmer moves, Russia, 


Tried with a} witb arare belic£ iv her dwo prowess, instea | 


of retreating, has apparently determined to 
| persevere, and accordingly has been trying 
on the worn out game of bully. All. that 
would be necessary 'woull, she tes us, 
| through the Novoe Vremya, be tv exercise a 
| “little pressure upon cert iin points ” and 
‘create a slight diversion in some directious 
that would Le disazred ble to British poli- 
ticians' Unfortunately for her own game 
i she has been ritther premature, - Relying on 
the presumed geographical ignorance of her 
ifurmer confiding friend, France, she has 
itold her that the presea:e of England in 
Tibet is only. to comp‘ete her commu::cations 
i with the Yangtsz: Vailey by opening a line 
lof railway throug: thé coveted possesion. 


Times have unfur.unately changed, and her 
i French allies, who know pretty well all the 
available ways of entrance to western China 
are not likely to be startled by a project, 
even on the:authority of Russia, or become 
believers iu the, feasibility: of a railway at 
un average elevation of 12,000 feet, and 
crossing passes still higher, which’ are, 
moreover, blocked by snow for nine months 
in the year: In fact, the extraordinary 
means.that Russia is driven to to maintain 


‘hee former positim ia Contral As'a are an 


uiwitting confessi how weak is her pre-ent 
bold, and how that cmsctence that inakes 
cowards of us all tells her that a day of 


‘restitution is at had whea she wi'l have to 


diszorge ia turu ter ill-gotten pluud -r. 
Such, she feels, will We the effect if ner firat 


‘check, and: it ig th: thougat of this tlt is 


forcing her to forget her ordinary pru tence, 


—_— 


THE KWANGSL FROU 


BLES. 
———— + 
(Daily Press, 26th January.) 

There is a certain amount of news which | 
goes ty Shanghai about affairs in South 
China which never reaches Hongkong. 
That it is news in th best sense of the word 
A puiut t» be noticed about 
it is that it is invariably hustile to the 
Chinese Government, and hence we may 
infer that it is d-spatched to the Shangnai 
native papers (alout whose seutiments 
toward the central! authorities at Peking 
there is no. doubt) by those who are classed 
together as “ Reformers". Now with the 
real Reform party in Chia we have every 
sympathy and trust-one day to see, t.em 
triumph in their crusade against the buss 
of government in their nat:ve country. But . 
it must be recognised that under the shelter- 
ing name of Reformer there are in China, 
especially in the South, mauy disrepetuble 
elumeats, who by their claim tv the name 
only bring diserddit upon the  sincerer 
members of the party., Judging by the 
quality of the mass of information which 
reiches Shanghai ia Canton with regard” 


7 
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P 2 ee pe eee 
been rife about the spreading of revolt and | a book jist written by an Englishman, Mr. 
the troubles threatening even Canton. What | Cuarues H. Hawes, the first of his race to. 
isthe explanation of it all? We cannot | penetrata into the interior of Sakhalin, 


to disturbances in the Kwang provinces, 
much fof it must be supplied by the less 
reputable “ Reformers.” At any rate it is 
very singular that even in Hongkong, a hot- 


say. - But it: t ‘ . , 
bed of Reformers, one does not hear so| : — ; ca Peeed ee bs ee soe ial > 
i many startli tories of I ial wes if ; 
: and notable revel successes. It is true that | RUSSIA AS A CIVILISING POWER | itis unfair to dwell too much upon ite savage 


Within the past fortnight there have been 
rumours in this Colony of threatening 


-—_—— oe -_— 


(Daily Press, 27th January.) ~ 


government. We willturn thereforetoa book 
called Sizteen*Years in Siberia, hy Mr. LEo 


a symptoms on the neighbouring mainland of issued by Mr. Joun Murray. This is the 
China, and even of another projected China| _ The phrase ‘* Russia’s civilising mission” | sober record of the Siberian experiences of 
New Year attempt. But of a new out- | is one which we have heard very often of | a Russian revolutionist. Mr. Dgurcn was 
break in acute form of the Kwangsi revolt | late years, particularly during Russia’s push | originally, it is true, arrested and imprison- 
and its-spreading to the very Canton neigh- | forward across the Amur River into Man-| ed in Kiev for participation in an attempt 
bourhood we have no trustworthy intimation. | churia and down to the sea and the western | on the life of a traitor in a revolutionary 
Our Canton correspo:.dent in his letter of | frontier of Corea. It is a phrase which has | group. He escaped from prison in: 1878 
» the 21st inszant mentioned the growing B 


persistence of stories of au Imperial defeat ; 
but it is hardly credible that nothing more 
than tea-bouse rumours should have got to 
Canton by now, had any serious mishap 
occurred to the Government forces. “Viceroy 
Suum continues in Canton, practically on 
the sick—list, and rumours about his return-’ 
ing to K wangsi are quite vague, which could, 


hardly be the case if the more alarmins' 


reports were true. It is not, however, with- 
out interest to see what Shanghai believes 
abeut the Southern troubles, In one of the 


latest issies of the A orth-China Daily News: 


we find in the column of “ Notes on Native 
Affairs,” and under the heading of “ The 
Crisis in Kwangsi,” a lung Canton despatch 


- quoted, recounting a general recrudescence of 


restlessnces among the malcontents of both 
Kwang provinces, due to the recent arrival 
of corsiderable quantities of arms and am- 
munition as well as of iuoney from Chinese 
resident abroad. In the part of Kwangsi 
bordering on Hunan, moreover, it is reported, 
considerable bedies of rebels are alarming 
the. Hunauese officials, who are hastily 
raising new levies to resist any incursion, 
A picturesque part of the, tale reports two 
wonten leaders, wives of dead rebel chiets, 
at the heads of 400 or 500 then each, sworn 
to avenge their husbands’ deaths. Oue of 
these is known as “Queen Wu,” and she 
is accompanied by her twenty-two und 
eighteen-year old daughters, in male attire 
and astride their horses. ‘The people of the 
districts frequénted by these warlike ladies 
are teported panic-stricken and fleeing to 
safer regions. It is curious how these titles 
of Amazons recur in Kwangsi. We dis- 
tinctly remember similar stories years ago— 
a fact which does uot, of course, disprove 
them, Lut perhaps renders them harder to 
credit in full. Accordiug to the sime. des- 
atch quoted in our Shanghai contempurary, 

iceroy Saum is soon about to leave Canton 
for Kwangsi, ,accomparied by a force of 
15,000 ‘well-armed troops, which are ex- 
pected to crush the rebellion. This algo is 
an old tale. Every detachment of regulars 
which started from Canton has been off 
crush tothe rebellion. We have heard 
of -great quantities of men borrowed 
from other provinces to crush the same 
rebellion. We know little about the rebel- 
lion and still less what all these troops are 
doiag now. Indeed a cloud of mystery, at 
present impenetrable, hauys over Kwangsi, 
as it has hung for many years. It seeins 
eveu to envelop Canton and H.E. Viceroy 
Suom as well. The latter produced the 
impression on the Europeans who met bim 
of being a very strong man, and he had too 
such a reputation among the Chinese. At 
first his advent in Canton seemed to pro- 
mise the beginning of better days, and bis 
appearance in the field in Kwangsi was 
marked by an imuedinte dwindling of 


‘ alarmiet rumours as well as, by all accounts 


alike, a collapse on the pait of the rebels. 


.He returned to Canton, however, fell ill, 


and since then all -sorts of stories have 


been on the lips of mauy Russian officials 
and in the writings of countless Russian 
journalists, 
phrase which splendidly justifies itussia’s 
coustant encroachinents on the territories of 
her Asiatic neighbours. Here is the op- 
portunity for theni to put before the eyve 
of Europe and-of America a picture of a 
great, white uation bringing to the less 
fortunately coloured peuples of the Asiatic 
continent the priceless benefits of Western 
civilisation, with its railways, telegraphs, 
schools, churches (though with Russia 
proselytisation is not a great weapon), 
police, and trade. Must not such a 
specticle compel the adwiration of the 
Western world, rejoicing to see heathan and 
imperfectly, because Orientally, civilised 
peoples brought-into forcible contact with 
the fruits of Occidental culture? It seems 
to us that Russia was almost justified 
in expecting her near-sighted neighbours 
in the West to (applaud her noble 
crusading spirit: Unfortunitely, somehow 
or other, there has not been an universal 
chorus of approval in Europe, and people 
have been found to hold that the Asiatic 
natiors themselyes have a right to sdy 
sowething about their own future. It has 
been hinted, too, that Rudsia is not the best. 
exponent of Westera . civilisation, even 
among Asiatics; and further, that there is. a 
good deal of civilisation wanted in Russia 
before she cin without presumption pose as 
the mis-ionary of the ta to the East. We 
cin imagine that considerable pain must 
have been caused to the officials and journa- 
lists abcve meniioned at -hearing their 
country’s cherished pretensions questioned 
—that is tu say, if they are sincere in up 

holding these pretensinius. But it is worth 
while to reflect whether all Russians, or 
indeed whether any Russian who is at once: 
honest. and highly cducated, can look on 
Russia as 4 country fitted as yet to stand 

forward as 1 civilising Power. 

A great number of boks have been 
published recently in English, either 
original or translated, dealing with Russia's 
administration of her Asiatic possessions, 
particularly Siberia. - Their authors have 
beeu English, American, or Russiar, for the 
most part. We may leave on one side the 
non-Russian writers (though one of these, 
Miss AnnetTeE MgakIN, in her book about 
Kussian Turkestan is distinctly favourable 
to the Russian'riers in that part of Asia), 
and look rather to the Russians who have 
dealt with the subject. We quoted some 
time ago in these columns from a work on 
the government of Sakhalin, the remote 
island which Russia uses as a penal settle- 
ment fur her worst criminals. The author, 
whose name escapes us, though we Bave a 
vivid recollection of his book, drew a terrible 
picture of urutality, alike of prisoners and 
of those who looked after them, of general 
Official corruption, and in short of a state of 
Affairs compured with which the civili:ation 
of any tribe of besd-hu.ters would shine. 
This account hus been borne vut exactly by 


It has been felt that it is a- 
rare thing in Russia then. 


and left: Russia for Switzerland, where he. 
gave upihis sympathy with Terrorist ideas 
and became a Social Democrat, a rather 
Unfortunately 
in 1884 he was caught in Baden, and, 
the German: Government being anxious 
to oblige Russia, was handed over to the 
authority of his owao countrymen. After 
brief imprisonment at the fortress of Peter 
aud Paul and the House of Detention at 8. 
Petersburg, and after trialat Odessa, was 
sentenced to thirteen years’ and four months’ 
penal servitude and started for Siberia. The 
bulk of the book is taken up with a descrip- 
tion of those weary years in Siberia, told 
with a remarkable restraint of language 
and absencé of exaggeration. It is of 
course impossible for us here to age 4 
idea of the work, but it may be said at 
the impression produced is one of disgust 
at that so-called civilisation, of which this 
prison-system is part. Ignorance . seems 
to be the distinguishing mark of the 
whole official régime in Siberia, mingled in 
the majority of cases with barbarity of a. 
particularly stupid kind. The_ political 


prisoners, it must be remembered, are nearly 
-all persons of considerable education, to 


whom the degradation of their lot in Siberia 
must be moat bitter. The number of suicides 
recorded by Mr.’ DeurscH bears witness 
that this is the case. In some instances 
this was due to the treatment of “ politicals” 
in exactly the same way a3 their criminal 
fellow-exiles, by flogging, etc. 
striking stery is that of a young lady who 
died after a fogging—administered for an 
“assault”? on the commandant—whereupon 

three of her female companions took poison 
and died, followed by two of the men in. 
prison with Mr. Deurscu, who killed them- 
selves as a protest againat the treatment of 

the women. However, as we have said, we 

cannot. give a just idea of the book, which 

effectually disposes of Russia’s claim to 

civilised others, We quoted recantly from a 

home paper Mr. Devurscu’s account of the 
Blagovestchensk massacre. He was in the 
town at the time and gives in his book‘a 
photograph of the. scene of the atrocity. 

Apologists for the massacres, he tells us, 

were found even among people of culture ! 

Yet, for all the evil he is bound to speak of 
her, Mr. DevrscH does not despair of his, 
country. “The Tsar and his Ministers,” 

he sa i “ endeavour by the most cruel and 
“severe measures to quench the torch that 
“hag been. kindled in the land; the greater 
“part lof Russia has been placed under 
“martial law; the prisons can hardly contain 
“the numbers of their captives ; those who 
“protest against such a régime are sent to 


“ Siberia by the trainload But nothing can © 


* gem the tide of the movement; it will 
“rise vigher, embracing ever wider circles 
“ of the people, and the hour is not far off 
“ when autocracy will be lsid low, as it-was 


“in Western Europe so many generations | 


“ago.” It may, it must be so. But mean- 
while,until such is the case, Russia cannot 
be ran ked as a civilised and civilising nation, 


Deursca, & translation of which has been ~ 


The most . 


_ sent through Revrer's agency to India, but 


' treaty,on the 15th February, Siam hands to 


‘points delegates to meet for the delim tation 


FRANCK AND SIAM. 


(Daily Press 29th J anuary.) 
‘The telegrams, dated the 9th January, and 


not transmitted to China or the Straits, 
announced, cne that “the new treaty be- 
tween France and Siam will assign the 
whole of Luang Prabang to the French 
sphere,” and the other that, according to 
the Standard’s Paris correspondent, “ after 
the ratification of the new Franco-Siamese 


France the territory conceded to it and ay- 


of the frontier between Cambodia and Siam, 
while France evacuates Chantaboon.” It 
appears from this that, as indeed bad been 
foresbhaduwed, the new treaty is w re-enact- 
ment with slight modifications of the treaty 
concluded between France aud Siam toward 
the end of 1902 but never ratified. By the 
former trenty Siam ceded to France the 
provinces of Bassak and Meluprey, on the 
western bank of the Mekong, together with 
a small piece of territory in the province of 
Angkor on the shores of the Great Lake. 
Siam wus also to bind herself to seek French 
assistance preferentially in constructing 
porte, canals, or railways in the Mekong 
basin. In return France was to evacuate 
Chantaboon, which she has held siuce 1893, 
and to permit Siam tuo keep native troops, 
officered by natives, on her bank vi 
the Mekong, which by the establishment 
of the neutral zone by the 1893 agreement 
she was uot allowed to do. This treaty of 
1902 was one-sided enough, seeing that the 
evacuation of Chantaboou had Leen delayed 
by Frauce on the flimsiest pretext and that 
the neutral zone had proved a curse alike to 
France and Siam by providing an asylum 
for desperate’ characters where no troops 
could follow them. Nevertheless the French 
Colonials did not consider the convention 
udvantageous enough to their country, and 
therefure engiveered that it should not be 
ratified. The hand of M. Doumer, the 
well known ex-Governor of French Indo- 
China, was plainly evident herein. Bully- 


- ing Siam had been one of his fuvourite pur- 


‘however, has not lent himself well to the 


suits, and he returned to France determined 
to carry on the sport to the utmost in con- 
junction with the “ forward" party there, 
M. Brau, his successor in Indo-China, | 


schemes of the expansionists, and ib.was not 
until the end of last year that Franco- 
Siamese relations again reached au acute 
stage. The 1902 treaty then lapsed, un- 
ratified, aud telegrams at once began to tell 
of hostile preparations on the Siamese 
frontier, while the Colonial party’s journ:ls 
became more violently anti-Siamese. Hap- 
pily the French Government is not the 
truculent aggressor that the Colonial party 
would wish it to be, and now if seems 
thatthe treaty has been patched up. 
‘France gets extra privileges, though their 
nature is not clear from the telegrams 
quoted above. The Luang Prabang men- 
tioned is apparently the name of the whole 
district, for the town of that name on the 
east hank of the Mekong is already French, 
like all the territory on that bank. One 
might be tempted to think that Lung 
Prabang is a misreading. for Battambang 
(sometimes called Patabang’, the adjoining 
provuce to Angkor, for the greater part of 
Battambang is in the French sphere of 
influence as defiued in the Anglo-French 
Declaration of 1896. However, it is obvious 
that an understanding with Britain must 
precede any extension of the French sphere, 
especially in the south, where an advance 
of. boundaries means @ nearer approach to 
Bangkok” itself. It is not, of course, . 
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unlikely that such an understanding may 
exist; in iact, a rumour somewhat to that 
effect was announced by our London corres-. 
pondent some months ago. The French 
Government made no protest with regard to 
recent: events in Kelantan and ‘Iringganu 
last year, though the Prezs of course did 
not pass the matter over in silence. Then, 
however, there was no infringement of 
Siamese sovereign rights by Britain ; indeed, 
in the case of Kelantan, Siam’s suzerainty 
was put oh a more definite footing than 
ever before. We notice in a more recent 
number of the Pail Mall Gazette an article 
on Great Britain in the Malay Peninsula, in 
which it is stated that “to the far-sighted 
there ix but one forecast tu be made as 
regards our policy in the Peninstla— 
it must become ‘all re’.’” The writer con- 
tinues :—‘ We must avoid giving our Gallic 
“neighbour a pretext for further activity, 
“ while safeguarding and strengthening our 
‘own po-ition, but, nevertheless, annexation, 
“orrather federation of the Siamese Protected 
“ States with tiie Federated Malay States, 
“must come.” With or without pretext, 
France is now wresting from Siam two 


provinces and part of a third, and 
the eating-away of Siam on the eastern 
frontier continues briskly. We see 


that the Times of Ceylon, commenting on 
the telegrams of the 9th instant, remarks :— 
“A study of the map of Siam now and 
“before JuLes Ferry aroused ideas of a 
“ Colonial France is significant. Absorption 
‘on the sume lines twenty-five years hence 
« would mean the extinction of Siam and 
“coterminous French aud Indian boun- 
« daries.” This is true, and the prospect is 
not one desirable for either Britain or 
France. But the ambitions of Indo-China 
and of Singapore are great, and Siam is 
inherently weak. It is difficult to see how 
the coustunt shrinkage of Siam’s frontiers 
can stop while Colonial ‘expansionists con- 
tinue to have weight in the councils of 
Frauce and Britain. 


HONGKONG'S COMMUNICATIONS 
ON THE MAINLAND. 


ciate Mamet bess 
(Da ly Press, 23rd January.) 

Ove of the great drawbacks to life in 
Hongkong in the opinion of hosts of its 
residents ig the sense of confinement toa 
limited ared. The island is small, and there 


is a feeling of beiug glued, like the limpet, | 


to a rock, ‘True it is that the rock is 
eminently beautiful, and ‘strangers arriving 
here are wreatly struck with its charm, and 
‘nt first are apt to imagine that its beauties 
can never pall. Nor do they indeed to the 
real lover of nature. The panorama of sea 
aud islands, the glories of 10ck and foliage, 
of green or purple mountain-side, with the 
gorgeous sunsets so frequent, appeal grate- 
fully to the eye, and afford it a constant 
feast, But however lovely may be one’s 
surroundings, a desire for change is in 
herent in the human breast, and after a 
time it not infrequently amounts [to a 
craving. Hence it is that residents in 
small islands svon sigh for the larger scope 
_of the mainland, or of some more extend+d 
aren. Hongkong is no exception ‘o the 
rule. Much as its residents admire its 
vuried beauties, they sigh for greater faci- 
lities for getting out of it on short trips. On 
the acquisition of the New Territory, it was 
hoped that the country thus placed within 
reach: of the Colony would soon be opened 
up to the residents. To some extent this 
expectation was realised. A main road was 
constructed communicating with Taipo, and 
quicker means of reaching some 0. the inland 
districts were secured; but no movement 
has been mide ag yet towards rendering the 


t 


was acquired, that bafore long a railway 
would pass through it en route for Canton, 
asa concession hud been granted by the . 
Peking Government for the construction of © 
a liné from Canton to Kowloon, and such a 

highway could not fuil to assist. greatly to 

develop the resources of the new dependency, 

while it would also afford agreeable oppor- 

tunities to the colouists of becoming better 

acquainted with its configuration. But the 

railway is still a dream of the future, und ° 

seems likely to remain so unless the Imperial 

Government can be induced to authorise 

the Colonial Government to aasist enterprise 

in this direction either with a subsidy or 

by land grants. 
argued that such a proceeding would prove: 
financially ungound, a8 a railway,-say to 
Shainchun from Kowloon, would be almost 
like! & 
nowhere, so far as traffic is concerned ; but 
if ever a tunnel: is driven through the 
mountain range behind the Kowloon’ penin- 
suld, it is absolutely certain that it would 
not; be long confined to the borders of 
British territory. 
Corporation were still Afraid to embark 
capital in such a veuture, other and more 
enterprising capitalists would soon come 
forward to carry on the railway to further 
points. If they could not 
Canton on account of the concession already 
granted, what, 
them continuing it to Waichow? No doubt 
permission to make the line 
from 
portance to the trade of 
as. well 
provide it with an 
advantage 
opportunity which the 
hinterland of Kowloon gives to'us. 
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perro ‘a holiday resort. The nature of 
the 

character that the opening up of roads is a. 
tedious and costly work, the mountain chain 
bordering the coast being difficult to pierce, - 
and the outlay required to establish an 
efficient system of commuvication out 
propdrtion to the revenues dorivable 
| a 


ountry is unfortunately of such o 


3 all 
om 


It was hoped, when the New Territory 


-_— 


It might, of course, be 


road leading from nowhere to 


It the British-Chinese 


take the line to 
for instance, nced prevent 


ebuld be won 
utmost im- 
\the Colony, ( 
desirable to 
outlet, that fulls | 
be taken of the _ 
possession of -the 
So far 
wa are pretty well in the position of the 
man in Scripture who burisd his’ talent. ~ 
We have been favoured with a great chance 


Peking. It is of the 
as being most 


shoul 


for the development of this Colony, and we 
have done practically nothing with it. The 
New Territory. has neither beau mude a 
stepping-stone to secure the trade of central 
Kwangtung, a source of supply for the pro- 
vision markets of H mgkong, nor yet even” 
w. play-ground aud 
citizens of Victoria. 

was altered, even at a considerable cust, and 


health-resort fur the 
It is time that all this 


we trust the representations that have 
recently been made to the British authorities. 


on the subject of the projected Kowloon- 


Cunton Railway will not prove wholly 
fruitless. : 
: co — 
REGISTRATION OF SERVANTS . 
IN HONGKONG. . 


(Daily Press, 25th January.) 
The petition presented the other day by 
the Hon. H. BE. Potuock, K.C., from the 
ladiesof Hongkong, paying to the Officer, 
Administering the Goverument for the com- 
julsory registration of servants should, it 
ms, have been addressed to His Ixcel- 
lpncy and the members of Council. That 
chnical mistake can be readily amended, 
ut it is to be regretted, inasmuch ns it may 
erve to delay consideration of a subject of 
ke utmost importdnce to the British and 
oreign community, The evils attending 


(the present system, or rather want of system, 


/ 


| 
' 
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* 


teen yl“ 


~ their registered certificate a guarantee for 


_ What, some risk must be taken, and it is 


than put up with the never-ceasing trouble 
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for the hiring and regulation of domeatie- 
* servants are so patent and are so clearly set 
forth in the petition that it is almost un- 
hecessary to refer to them, much less to dwell 
upon. the inconveniences, the wrongs, and 
the annoyances which nearly every hotise- 
holder has to endure at the hands of incom- 
petent, careless, insolent, or dishonest 
ervants. It will be reme.abered that the 
fa Governor, Sir Hengy Biakn, to whose 
otice the difficulty of' obtaining reliable 
private chair und-jinricksha-coolies had been 
forcibly brought home, appointed a Com- 
mission (comprised of Messrs, T. SeRcomBE 
Smitu, I. J. Bapenzy, and B.C. Witcox) 
to enquire into and take evidence on the 
subject. 
strongly in favour of the registration of a 
coolies, with photographs to be attached to 
the registration-certificates, and attached a 
draft Ordinance to their recommendations 
’ for the purpose of carrying them into effect. 
Unfortunately His Excellency Sir Henry 
Buiakz, while admitting the evils of the 
existing want of system, was not in favour. 
of registration, being doubtful whether the 
coolies would hé willing to comply with its 
conditions. It is quite likely that the 
coolies would not have been favourably 
disposed to registration; ignorant persons 
are seldom wilimg to concur in regulations 
which may give them a little trouble, even if 
they are likely to prove to their ultimate 
advantage. But the yood of the com- 
munity should algo be »et above the inclina- 
tions or wishes of w class. 
foreign community pay fsr the music and 
At is their right to call the tune. It may be 
said, of course, that the servants will strike 
against registration, but.this is not likely 
when they find that it will cost them nothing 
and that it will give them a status which at 
present they do not possess, Under the 
existing want of system there is nothing to 
prevent a rogue or criminal from obtaining 
—either by theft or purchase—the testi- 
monials of a servant who hus given up that 
employment or died at his home in the 
interior, and entering the household of a 
British resident with. the ulterior object of 
robbing it, and thus bringing ‘discredit on 
the servant class. That such things are 
done we have every )reison to believe, and 
they doubtless account for many of, the 
frequent robberies by domestics or persons 
in collusion with them. It could not fail to 
be a source of satisfaction to the servants of 
the Colony to know that they possessed in 


their steadiness and good character. We 
believe it is urged in some quarters that, 
seeing there is even now a scarcity of 
servants of any kind, registration would 
accentuate that difficulty, and lead to a 
demand for higher wages. Even now, it is 
argued, it is nut easy to secure native ser- 
vants who can speak English, or that jargon 
called “ pidjin English,” and that this must 
become more marked if the bad and untruat- 
. worthy boys or coolies are weeded from the 
ranks. In any change proposed, no master 


possible that wages for really efficient and 
obliging servants would advance in a degree, 
but we feel sure that the vast majority of 
employers would gladly pay a little more 
than they have been giving to get hold of 
willing and decently behaved domestics. As 
for the supply, that would soon be brought 
up to demand. Even under former and 
haphazard conditions, there has never. been 
any serious difficulty in procuring labour. 
On the other side, there hnve been several 
cases of residents giving up housekeeping 
altogether, owing to the badness of servants, 
and going to the hotels to live. Hather 


That Commission reported Vad 
1 
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of changing incompetent-servants the y have 
been coritent to incur a heavier outlay and 
put up with the limitations of hotel life. 
The Cantonese, under the best circum- 
stances, make vindifferent servants, but 
uncontrolled and unregulated they become 
utterly careless of the interests of. their 
employers and render eye service of the 
most barefaced type. It is high time that 


something was done to place this important : 


question on # new footing, so that the con- 

‘ditions of existence—always trying in the 
Orient—should ba rendered more bearable 
to female heads of European households, 


HONGK NG JOTTINGS. 


(Daily Press, 25th January.) 
Another week of alternating war and peace 
rumours has passed over Hongkong, without 
succeeding in convulsing it. As regards the 
actual state of affairs in the North, we are 
a8 wise as we were, and even a fresh crop of 
stories about telegrams received by bank 
managers on Saturday did not bear fruit in 
the production of authentic news, As neither 
Japan nor Russia wants us (I do not refer to 
Hongkong partioularly by ‘\us") to know too 
much about what is going on, this is not 
surprising, annoying as jt may be to us. 


' Those who try to derive information from thu 


movements of the dollar have ssen it sink 
ateadily from 1/10} on Monday to 1/94 on 
Saturday, and hence have been predicting 
|peave; but,. after all, there are otuer 
ciroumstances which affect the price of 
the dollar beside war rumours. In the 
absence of certain intelligenae, however, one is 
compelled to try to extract some from all 
available sources to keep up the excitement. 
Now, if we were fond of “ bunders,” we should 
have a graad opportunity. ; 


The beggars of Hongkong appear to be 
multiplying. On several days last week IL 
counted five of: these nuisances in Wyndham 
Street alone, betwéen Powull's and Glenealy 
Buildings, One was a miserable old hag who 
had lost an arm, and was careful to thrust the 
maimed stump. under the noses of passers-by. 
I did not observe their sympathy taking any 
practical form, however, as repulsive sights are 
scarcely aa incentive to it Another uf these 
crealures was a decrepit old man who demanded 
cumsha for chow-chow »from everybody in 
sight, and, on not receiving the cumshka as 
mostly happened, stood and used what was avi- 
dently abusive languages if an angry expectora-_ 
tion and a snarl_can indisste it. A third’ 
group was a small and very dirty girl leading a 
smaller and dirtier blind (apparently) boy. 
This imp followed and pestered me to the foot 
of the Magistracy Hill, and only desisted then 
on my calling the attention of a Sikh const blo 
to the nuisano2, Is there no room for these 
pestilential vagrants in the House of L'eten- 
tion? If so, why are they not there? lf not, 
why not? ; 


Hongkong keeps its luxuries near its business 
centre. If one wishes to discover the worst- 
lighted and the worst-smelling str-ets in the 
city, one has not far to go. The part of Chater 
Road between Queen’s and Prince’s Buildings 
is certainly the worst-lighted—it is diffloult for 
a stranger at night even to make out tbat there 
are trees ins he middle of it unless he runs 
against. them—and the strip of road between 
Prince's Buildings and the new Watson pre- 
mises is as cortainly the worst-smelling. I'he 
‘latter nuisance. will no doubt be remedied when 
Messrs. Watson's block is completed. At 
pressat itis disgraceful at times. 


It behoves Hongkong people who visit the 
Fatshan railway to remember the fact that the 
departure of trains is govarned by time which is 
15 minutes ahead of our Clock Tower. A party 
who went up recently found this out by sad 
experience. They intended to catch the return 
train at Fatshan at three o'clock in the afternoon 
and arrived there with some ten minates in 
hand, Jas they thought, only to see the last 
carriage disappearing down the dine. There 
was nothing for it bat to strike out for the 


“yl .. 

river is the hope of getting ai launch to take 

them dowa to Canton; and they|were lucky 

enough to reach there just in tia eto get*on 

bose a last Hongkoug steamer to pass thé 
eriers. 


Could not the railway people adopt 
Hongkong time P . 

University and School dinnorg increase in 
Lumber annually in Hongkong. (fhe Oxford 
and Cambridge Dinner, now a yearly affair, 
comes joff next Wednesday ; the attendancs will 
probably be not far short of 40. | There is an 


Old Bedfordian Dinner, too, this Weel, and I 
hear of other “old boy ” dinne in the near 
future. Another kind of dinner }vas held ‘on 


Saturday last, those present {being civil 
engineers and architects of Hongkong to the 


namber of 40 odd, with Mr, Danby in the obair, 


I read that between three and four inches of. 
snow fell at Shanghai last Sunday |between 3.30 . 
and 8/30 a.m., but it soun thawed in the streets 
as converied into mud. Welhave had the 
mud fairiy recently, but not the snbw. Now we \ 
are alfnost inolined to f rget it|may be-cold 
again, before our spring bogins, 


One sees many curiosities in|the way -of 
addresses out here. “ Hongkong, Shanghai,” 
5 Shanghai, Hongkong,” and even |‘ Hongkong,’ 
Ceyldn,” are commonenough. But I think that 
the latest I have seen is better, still. It is 
“ Viotoriatown, Hongkong, Indiq!” And yet 
it got here all the same. : 


The approach of the China New Year is 
marked by more ciroumstances bearing Chinese 
characteristics than the mure freqdeucy of fires 
that hes been so noticeable within on past few 
days.| As the end of their finanbial year ap- 
proaches, the police-stations have frequent 
visits from Chinese who tell most alarming 
storigs about having been set upon in their 
dwellings and robbed of their |jowelry and | 
valuable effects. Mostly these yarns are pure 
inventions. One woman recently related a 
sory ol this kind and when the pdlice set about 
making enquiries they found the! whale of the 
sf stolen ” property secreted in the| house. She 
afterwards co.sfessed’ that she hid jt herself with 
avi-wto getting out of the payment of a debt 
which she had incurred and of which the goods ~ 
were| security, A young acebuntant of a 
commercial business came along 
plaint the other day, but in hia cage the missing 
property was « large sum of mohey.: His ides 
was |to get the reported theft bruited abroud 
so that when he had to square his accoynt at 
the |New Year ‘he could thus account for s 
shortage for which he was respbnsibl>. ‘Thig 
youth also confessed his duplicity |whea pressed, 
And these are only t.o “cases jout of many 
of al like kind. 


Tj notice some pretty picture-postcards with 
views of the Bowrington..Canaj, Hongkog. 
The view makes the place look beaatiful 
indeed ; so much go that visitors fo the Culony 
would certainly not go away without seeing it. 
The Bowrington Canal itself is nbw in a ghock- 
ing| condition, being practically| useless, ‘I'he 
tronble is that it has not been-dvg iged for ages, 
so [that réally a great part of if is not a canal 
at jall, bat a saud-bank. Launches and other 
small oraft would find the canal)’ were it kept ~ 
in good order, very useful. : 


ur late Governor and Lady Blake appsar to 
haye had a lot of entertaining to do. since: they 
artived in Ceylon. H.R.H.° Princess. Louise 
was their guest when the last.mail left Colombo 
anf in their company at Kandy suapshotted a 
herd of 27 elephants. Lady 
expected to stop as their guest for a fow days 

on| her way to Europe tais month. On the 4th' 
inst. Sir Henry Blake held his first levée and 

Lady Blake her: first reception at Kandy, the 

@ being a very strikiug one. | : 
BANYAN, 


A despatch dated C sloutta, Januarji9th, anys : 
‘The Foreign Office here has received..an 

intimation that Colonel Youn shusband - hds 
umed his forward movenient from Chumbi 
alley to meet the Chinese Amban, fhe’ is 

reported tohave left Lhassa °° © -E- - 
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HONGKONG. SANITARY 
BOARD. - 


A meeting of the Sanitary Board was held 
on the 28th inst. in the Board Room. 
Hor. Dr. J. M. Atkinson presided, and there, 
wore also present Hon. W. (hatham, Director 
of Public. Works. Mr. Fung We Chun; 
Colonel W. E. Webb, R.A:M.C.; Hon. H. E. 
Pollock, K.C., Mr. E. A. Hewett, Mr. A. 
Rumjahnu; Dr, W. W. Pesrse, Acting Medical 
Officer of Health; Dr. 8. Barnett, Assistant 
Medical Officer of Health; Mr. G@ A. 


“Woodcock (secretary) and Mr. J. H. Kemp 
_ (Assistant Secretary). 


SHEKTONGTSUI MARKET. 

Correspondence was submitted relative to the 
stalla in Shektongtsui Market, and oo the 
motion of the PresipDENT, seconded by Mr. 
Fung Wa CHON, it was agresd that stalls 11 to 


-13 be used for the sale of fruit and vegetable. 


THE PUBLIC HEALTH AND BUILDINGS BILL. 

The Acting M. O. H. minuted:—As my 
refusal to countersign certificates of occupation 
of new buildings which do not comply with the 
amended sect. 153 of the P. H. O. has already 
caused opposition from architects I wish to 
draw'the attention of the Nourd to this section’ 
particularly. ‘Chroughout tne Colony there 
are a great number of ground floor rooms 
with no glazed window area which can 
be coun‘'ed to legalise the room under section 
153. While such rooms are used as shops and 
are open in front all day the want of window 
area is not felt, but when these rooms are used 
for other purposes, eg. 
opium-divans, common lodging-houses, etc., it 
becomes atonce important toinsist onsection 153 


_ being complied with. . 1 should like the Board, 


in view of the great opposition whicu will be 
encountered, to state their decision as’ ty 
whether they wish this section’ enforced with- 
out exception or not, and I will then instruct 
the inspectors in accordance with their decision. 

The President minuted:—The Board might 
make a ruling that no action shall be taken if 
the ground floors are used as shops, as it is: not 
the custom to have glass fronts. 

Mr. Hewett minuted:—I agree with Mr. 
Pellock, if the shops are not also used as sleep- 
ing rooms. 

Mr. Rumjabo minuted :—It would be better 


- that the upper portion of shop fronts should be 


provided with a netting of small iron bars, 
placed conveniently apart to admit air duriug 
sleeping hvurs as shown ona sketch submitted 
by me in one or two committee meetings. 

Mr. Pollock minuted,:—In the case of shops, 
gome relaxation of the street enforcement of 
the provisions appears to be desirable. 

Mr. Lau:Chu Pak minuted:—I agree with 
Mr. Pollock. . 

The VD. P. W. minuted:—I agree with Mr. 
Pollock. 

The Presrpent said this matter now came 
under Section 19 of Ord. 23 of 1903 by which 
each room must have a window area one-tenth 
of the floor acea and one-half of that area must 
be glazed, Shops were rooms, but he did not. 
think it was ever intended that this should 
apply to shops; and it occurred to him that 
it might be advisable that the Board should 
make a ruling to the effect that no action be 
taken if these ground fluors were used as shops. 
The custom in the Colony was for the shops to 
be open during the day and closed with shutters 
during the night. 

Mr. Hewrrr asked if these shops were not 
used as sleeping-rooms ? 


Dr. Peagss said in 99 cases out of 100 they 


were slept in. 

The Vick-PRESIDENT moved that in connec- 
tion with this matter no action be taken by the 
Board in requiring a glazed area in the case of 
shop fronts so long us they were used as shops. 

Hon. Mr. Potuock seconded and the motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Hewett, who did not vote, said, when 
referred to by the President, that they must 
not overlo.k the fact that nearly all these shops 
were used as sleeping rooms. 

The Vick-Pe«stpBNT remarked that that 
did not affect the question, for wien people 
were asleep it was dark at night, and there was 
noobject in having a glass window in the place, 


family houses, |' 


——— ee 
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SUMMARY PROCEEDINGS. | 


The PrEsIDENT moved “That the Board, 
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the .open space to be provided in the rear of 
the houses by-the owner.‘ They, therefore, 


under the provisious of Section 30 of paler the application for the consideration 


Public Health and Buildings Ordinance, 
1905, depute, Inspector 8. M. Gidley to in- 
stitute summary proceedings before a 
Magistrate aaaiuct any person contravening 
any of the Bye-laws duly made under Section | 
16 of the Public Healt!:; and Buildings Ordin- ; 
ance, 1903, when so directed in writing by one 
of the Medical Officers of Health,’ also ‘ That ; 
the Board, under the provisions of Section 286 | 
of the Public Health and Buildings; 
Ordinance, 19.5, depute Inspector 8. M. Gidley | 
to institute summary proggedings before a: 
Magistrate for the cooreemeal any penalty | 
imposed by Part I]. of the said Ordinance | 
any Bye-laws made thereunder, when 8o direoted 
in writing ‘by one of the. Medical Officers of 
Health.” 

Ths Vick-PRESIDENT seconded. 

Hon. Mr. PoLLock thought that the nan- 
ber of prisecuting iaspectors should be limited 
as much as possible, as there was a lot of time 
wasted while thes: inspoctors were waiting on 
their cases coming on at the Police Court. 

The PRESIDENT said th re were only two 
auch inspectors, 

The mution was agreed to, | 

There was submitted a letter from the Sani- 
tary Surveyor recommending that Inspector 
R. Duncan be depated by the Board to institute 
summary proceedings and to recover penalties. 

[he PRESIDENT moved that this appoint- 
ment be made. 

The Vicge-PRESIDENT seconded, and the 
motion was agreed to. 

MUTION BY COLONEL WEBB, 

Colonel Webb had given notice of the follow- 
ing moti-n:—* That the Board recommend the 
Government to take the necessary steps to im- 
prove the sanitary condition (up to the military | 
voundary) of the ro.d leading from Hill Street 
to Lower Belcher Fort, and to supply adequate 
latrine accommodation for the Chinese in this 
part.” 1 
Mr. Rumjahn minuted :—There is a public 
latriue immediately below the Belcher's Fort, 
in Queen's Road West, on the site of the old 
slaughter-house. . 

Colonel’ WEBB said the state of this road 
was dangerous to the health of the men 
of the garrison and the Chinese in the 
neighbourhood. - In the middle of the 
treet ‘was a channel which was used by the 
Chinese us a latrine and which smelt very 
objectionably. He sugges‘ed that this be 
covered over and a latrine put up nearjtle place. 

The PresiveEnt said that when the M.O. H. 
was informed by Colonel Webb of the existence 
of this nuisance he; visited the spot and 
correspondence had been started between the 
P.W.D, the Afforestation Departm-nt, and the 
Police in order to mitigate it as-far as possible. 

Dr. PEARSE stated that his inspection of this 
place showed that the complaint of ke military 
authorities was justified, but the only thing he 
could see for it was to have continuous police 
supervision. 

‘he PRESIDENT, moved that the C.S. P. be 
asked to take such steps as might be necessary 
forthe abatement of this nuisance. 

Hon. Mr. PoLiock seconded, and the amend- 
ment was agreed to. 

OPIUM-DIVANS. 

Further correspondences relative to concreting 
the floors of opium-divans on the upper stories 
was considered by the Board. - 

On the motion of the PRESIDeNT it was 
agreed that a sufficient fluoring for the upper 
floors of such divans be emooth-faced cement 
tiles . 


MODIFICATON WANTED, 

Messrs Palmer and Turner again wrote to 
the Board with reference to the application of 
the 30th ult respecting the proposed houses 
on I.L, No. 679 for which they asked for a 
modification of the requirements of sect. 180 
‘f Ordinance 1 of 1903, It will be, remem- 
bered that the Board submitted there was no 
power to make the modification, and applicants 
now wro‘s that sect. 180 gave the Board the 
power, wherein it stated “and may, in auy 
case, make such modification as may be re- 
commended by the Board.” It :vould have 


-been more correct, perhaps, they wrote, had 


wo applied for a modification of the require- 
ments of Ordinance 1 of 1903 with respect to 


of the Board. . : 

The D.P.W. minvted:—T am ia favour of 
recommending this application to the Governor 
in Council. The type of house is a good one, 
and owing to the configuration of the ground, 
the houses will stand above those in the’ rear 
of them. ey 

‘This was agreed to. 
WASHING SOILED CLOTHES. 5 

In consequence of a complaint havi ig been 
mada by Miss Johnsion, Kairlea, Bonhim Road 
respacting th» habit of a large number of 
Chinese washing soiled clothes in the north 
surface channel opposite her house, and the fact 
thatthe smell from the channel was at times very 
offensive, Iuspector T. P. Conolly laid the mat- 
ter before the secretary, and the acting Medical 
Officer of Health raported that the Sanitary 
Board can prohibit the washing of clothes there. 
It would be as well to do this, he wrote, us.tbe- 
hot water from the Bonham Road pumping 
engine is sometimes used for washing in. ; 

Dr, atkiox n minuted:—If the members ap- 
prove a public notice will be put ap prohibiting 
this. ; 

Mr. E. A. Hewett minuted :—Prohibit, The 
Sanitary Board should do what is p»ssible to 


enable the Cliunese to obtain water for washing _ _ 


clothes. : 
Mr. Rumjabn minuted :—Yes, agree. 
Mr. Pollock minuted :—Prohibit by notice, 
Col. Webb minuted :— Prohibit, ; 


Mr Laa Cbu Pak winutad. The Chinese * 


wash their clothes there because they cannot 
obtain a sufficient supply from fhe muin. Be- 
fore prohibiting it the board ought to see that 
they be given a sufficient supply for washing 
purposes. 2 

The Acting Registrar-General minuted :— 
Cannot this hot water, which is now running to 
waste, be taken down to the corner of High 
Street and Pokfulam Road? It would be found 
very useful, I think, by te Chinese in Third . 
‘Street and High Street. : 

The PREesIDENT moved that a notice-board 
be placed there warning these people not to wash 
clothes in these channels. ae ; 

The VicE-PRESIDENT seconded and the, mo- 
tion was agreed to. : i 

CHINESE FIREPLACES, 3 

Correspondence was laid on the table relative 
to Chinese fireplaces, eto,, with tracings showing, 
same, \ 
On the motion of the ‘PRESIDENT, seconded 
by Hon. Mr. Pottock, it was agreed that in 
cases where there were properly constructed 
flues, the Board should not insist on having 
hoods’ also. | , 

Mr. Hewett remar ed that that should be 
conditional on the Chinese putting their chatties 
on the fireplaces, W.bien there was no room there 
they often. put a row of chatties in other parts 
of the room. The iospectors would have to 
keep a look-out for them. 

Dr. PraRse—lIt is absolutely impossible to — 


prevent the Chinese from putting chatties in. . 


the corners of their rooms 
Dr. Pearse-—Then I would suggest that the 
ingpectors break them if they find them there. 
SCREENS AND CUBICLE®. 
_ A minute by the M.O.H. was submitted 
relative to cubicles -and screens on ground 
floors. “4 

The P ESIDENT moved thet {hese screens be 
allowed so long as they were of light material 
and wire drawn ‘aside during (he day. It had 
been suggested that they could not evdn have a 
mosquito-net, ; 

Mr. Hewstt seconded, and the ‘motion was 
agreed to. 
, HEALTHY HONGKONG. 

Against the mortality statistics Mr. Rumjaho 
had minuted, “ Who said Hongkong was net a 
healthy place?” und he backed this up by quoting 
figures showing that for the first three-quarters 
uf December the rate per 1,000 in Honxkong 
was over two points lower than those of the 
city of London and seven or eight ‘large towns, 

The. Vics-PresIDBXT said they had heard 
so much lately of the unhealthiness of Hong- 
kong that it was very satisfactory to learn 
about our low death-rate. 

The Prestpent reminded the Board, how- ( 


‘ever, that Hongkong differed very: mach from 


London in respect that the great majority 


mae To coerce nae ap sonar" fg 
hoe ey 


her! 


yet it is superficially apparent that they have 


. this seemingly unwise d-parture. ‘Che pro- 
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of the population here consisted of adults from 
20 to 40 years of age. 
There was no other important public business 
before the meeting. ; 
é ED 
A’ VISIT TU THE FATSHAN 
: RAILWAY. 


_—_ 

itis with no little interest that one first 
views the néw railway between Canton and 
Fatshan, especially if, like the wiiter, one has 
not seen a locomotive bigger thin the Mataukok 
pugifor the last few years. As the intending 
traveller proceeds up the river from the Canton 
steamship wharf on tho old Star Ferry launch 
the Guiding Star his surroundings are so 
thoroughly Chinese that he almost begins to 
believe that after all this story about the 
existence of a modern railro d up the country 
ig amyth. Yet suddenly as the boat emerges 
from the city und turns round a bend in the. 
waterway there comes into view a verilable 
train with a smoking engine in front awaiting 
the coming of the connecting ferry and its 
numerous passengers Ag for the station 
itself—its uame is NShekwailong—it is only 
yet in the course of construction, but promises 
to be a strocture worthy to adorn the ter- 
minus of so impor‘ant an undertaking as the 
Canton-Fatshao railroad. After a view of the 
rolling stock, the eye is caught by the bright 
and flowery uniforms of the Chinese station 
attendants. These officials do not. appear to be 
so alert as the porters at home but they sport a 
dignity. begotten of their raiment perhaps, 
absolutely foreign t» their Huropean compeers, 
There is no booking-office. A Chinese supplies 
tickets as the passengers enter the carriages, 
and after the usual preliminaries have been 
gone through the evgihe gives a warning 
“toot” and we are undeigoing the experience 
of riding on the first railroad t» be constructed 
in Southern China. The carriages are of a 
primitive kind but very comfortable and roomy. 
First-class fare is 50 cents. 

It is interesting to note the deportment of 
the Chinese passengers. No doubt the people 
of the countryside have had ample opportunity of 
making themselves familiar since its inception 
with the presence of thelineand its concomitants, 


not got over the first wonderment with which 
they surveyed the newcomer. All along the route 
one saw groups of the inhabitants gazing 
curiously at the train and its occupants. The 
Chinese passengers themselves stuck their heads 
out of the windows to observe the ; rogress of 
their iron horse. To European eyes the chief 
attraction after the first novelty of the lacomo- 
tion had worn off lay in the beautiful fertile 
plains through which they were being sped, 
The plains seemed endless. At this season of 
the year of course the land is bare of crops 
except where a patch of uncut sngar-cane rises 
here and there to relieve the drab aspect of the 
turned-up fields, ora grove of fern-like trees 
lends verdancy to the scene. 

It is rather strange a: first to find that the 
line does not pass through any large villages 
or towus as one would expect. Ra‘her these 
seem to be avoided. But there is method in 


moters recognize that it will take time for 
the Chinese conntry-people to be reconciled 
to the presence in their midst of such a modern 
justitution as a railroad; hence the line has 
been purposely deflected away from contact 
with the numerous villeges that dot the-plaing, 
and the belief is entertained, doubtless with 
the best of reason, that as time goes on the 
Various stations en route will become centres 
of activity and attract the Chinese to them as 
being the most convenient bases from which 
to carry on business requiring rapid transit. 

As is generally known, the Canton-Fatshan 
line is not an independent work; it is part 
of thd scheme for establishing a great trunk 
line from Canton to Hankow, to embrace some- 


_ thing like 1,0:-0 miles of track when all its 


branches and subsidiary parts ara ineluded. 
From Canton to Fatshan is ten and a half 
miles distant, and the journey occupies about 
forty minutes. At present the traffic is 
carried no farther than Fatshan, but above 
that point there are many more miles of 
excellent track already laid towards Samshui, 
the contemplated objective for this branch. 


\ 


. CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Fatshan is a very populous place, much résem- | 
bling Canton, equally crowded, equally narrow 
as to streets, and equally non-salubrions as to 
smells. To get thence up to one of the sections 
at which work is proceeding it is necessary 
to resort to a rowing-boat and be paddled up 
the river or else to walk up the line’ some four 
or five miles distance. The river, route is 
preferable. Here one comes among a group of 
honse-boats where live the white overseers and 
engineers engaged on the constructional work. 
A hearty welcome is extended to the visitor, 
and news of fur-away Hongkong eagerly scught 
after and relished, If one were to take up a 
bundle of San + rancisco coloured newspapers it 
ig questionable whether he would not be hailed 
as a public benefactor or killed by a repletion 
of kindness. ; j 

As for the track itself, it is made of blue clay 
dug from both sidesof the line. Theseexcavations 
of course have left a deep canal on each side 
which aro filled with water. One cannot but 
admiry the excellence of the track ; the material 
of which it is composed appears to have capital 
lasting powors. Between Canton and Fatshan 
steel sleepers are used ; bey. nd Fatshan Japanese 
wood is to be utilised. ‘I'he rails weigh L5ibs. 
to the yard and the gauge is 4 feet $4 inches, 
It is satisfactory to learn that the reported 
troubles on the line have not been 80 serious as; 
we were led to believe in Hongkong. There ; 
have been a few sporadic disturbances, but 
nothing to cause the promoters and staff any 
great! uneasiness. Iudeed one and all join in 
declaring how friendly and puce fic has been the’ 
feeling shown towards them by the Chinese. 
Good progress is being made on the work, and 
before very lorg the through traffic to Samshui 
should be an accomplished fact. 


THE REGISTRATION OF DOMESTIC 
' SERVANTS. 


We have received from the Hon. H. E. Pol- 
lock, K.C., the following copy of a letter re- 
ceived by him from the Colonial Secratary's 
Office :— } 

Colonial Secretary's Office. 
Hongkong, 23rd January, 19.'4. 

S1r,—I am directed to acknowledge the re- 
ceipt of the petition addressed by certain ladies 
of the Colony to the Officer Administering the 
Goveroment on the subject of the registration 
of domestic servants, which accompanied your 
letter of the 20th instant, 

This question was very fully considered by 
the Government so recently as 1902, when, after 
the fullest investigation by the Commission re- 
ferred to in the petition, it was decided not to 
\egislate for the compialsory registration of ser- 
vants,-but instead to give wider powers for deal- | 
ing with misconduct by the class of servants 
that formed the subject of the Commission, 

This was done by the enactment of Ordinance 
No. 2 of 1902 which was supplemented by Or- 
dinance 45 of 1902, dealing with servants of all 
classes. 

I have therefore to express His F xcellency's 
regret that he does not see his way to re-opena 
question which has been so recently decided. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
[Sd.] A. M. THOMSON, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
Hon. H. EB. Pollock, K.C. 


Bi! 


LAUNCH OF RIVER STEAMER 
AT KOWLOON. 


THE 8.8, “LUN TAN.” 

This steamer, built to order of ths West 
River -S.S. companies, was launched at the 
Hongkong & Whampoa Co.'s Kowloon Docks 
on Thursday aftern:on. The vessel is a twin- 
screw crafi. 175 feet between perpendiculars by 
32 fest by nine feet, bring capable of carrying 
a deadweight of 260 tons on a draught of 6 feet 
6 inches. “Her length is limited to enable her 
to pass the quick bends on the river, and 
her depth and draft are also limited. She 
is provided with very fall accommodation, 
having a few staterooms with sleeping accom- 
modation for first and second class passengers 
on the upper deck. besides large spaces on the 
main-deck “for Chinese third-elass passeng+rs. 
Machinery consists of ordinary compound 
engines supplied with steam by a very large 


> 


' Mr, 
esteem his own firm held the Dook Company's - 


single ended boiler.. As ghe lay awpiting 


baptism she made a very pretty spectacle, - 


numerous flags flying over her: white-painted’ 
hull, Mrs. May performed the launching 


ceremony, others present including H. E. Mr, © 


F, H. May, C.M.G., Mr.. Ponsonby Grune 
secretary to H.E.) Major General and Mrs, 
Villiers Hatton, : .B., Vice-Admiral C, G. 
and Mrs. Robinson, Mr. W. B. Dixon 
(manager of the Hongkong and Whampoa 
Dock (‘o), Mr D. RB. Law (of 
Messrs. Butterfield and Swire, who represent- 
ed the West River 8.8. companies), Engineer- 
Capt, North{(Naval Yard), Capt. F. D. and 
Mrs. Goddard, Capt. A. W. Outerbridge, Dr. 


Noble. Mr. and Mrs. Ramsay, Mr. H.C. Wil- - 
cox, Mr. Butterworth, Mr. Nicholson, Mr. Ey : : 


S. Whealler, Hon. Gershom Stewart, Mr. and 
Mrs. Tomkins, Mr. T P, Cochrane, Mr. W. 
Wilson (Hongkong and Whampoa Dock Co.), 
Mr. B. Layton, and Mr. A. G. Wood. 

Shortly before the launch Mr. D. R. 
Law presented a handsome bouquet in 
a silver holder to Mrs. May, aud, in so 
doing, said that on behalf of the owners of the 
steamer, which ‘rs. May had so graciously 
consented to launch, he had the honour to pre- 
sent her the flowers as a token of their 
gratification at her having been able, among | 
her other numerons important engagements, to 
find time to perform the ceremony. , 

All ready Mrs. May cut the cord, thereby 
releasing the dog-shores holding the vessel. For 
some few minutes the versel did not move, the 
hydraulic jack to give her the first impetus 
not seeming to shove hard enongh, At length, 
however, she commenced to slide déwn the 
well greased ways, Mrs, May breaking 
a bottle of champagne om her bows, while 
the crowd on the platform waved their hats 
aud gave threecheers. ‘I'he vessel ever gather- 
ing speed, took the water very nicely, aferwards. 
being hanled alongside, 

Mr. W. B, Dixon, addressing the assembly, 
said that on behalf of the Dock Company he 
had the greatest pleasure in seeing the ladies - 
preset at the lannch, The Din Tan was the, 
first of a series for Mr. Law. He also availed 
himself of the opportunity to thank Mrs. May 
and would ask her to accep’ a little souvenir of 
the occasion, ‘Che souvenir waS a handsome 
gold bracelet. - 

Mr, D. R. Law on behalf of the owners jJoin- , 
ned the builders in expressing their warmest 
thanks for Mrs. May’s kindness iu launching 
the Lin Tan so successfully and graciously. He 
called for three cheers for the ladies. 


When everyone was confortably &éated in the - 


Dock Ball-room Mr. Dixon wished success to 
the good ship Lin Tan. ‘The youngster had taken 
her first step. She' was intended for the West 
River and would probably sccommodate from 
150 to 20U passengers. There would be not 
more than 12 berths for Huropeans ; 16 or 
‘29, however, could be carried if the sofas. 
were utilised.’ Chinese first-class berths would 


number about 30, and other Chinese could ” 


smoke their jipes { comfortably below. 


-He was véry pleaeed to avail himself of 


the occasion to thank Mr. Law for .tbe order 
There were still three months in which to 
complete the ve-sel ; six months had gone, He 
begged to propose success to the vessel, coupling 
with the toast the name of his friend Wr Law,who 


was a stiff business man, haviug principles to. 


serve his firm in the best way. 

Mr. “Law in responding ssid that he was sure 
the owners considered themselves very fortunate 
in having had their vessel launched and christ- 
ened by so lucky alady as Mrs, May. They -had 
also to congratulate themselves on being in the 
hands of builders like the Hongkoug & Whampoa 
Dock Co. Their name was a guarantee for the 
highest workmanship It was:a comparatively 


easy task for their surveyors to supbrintend the ~ 


building of a vessel contracted fer with the 
Hongkong Dock Co.; and they were generous 


builders as well. always willing, nay anxious, ~ 


'to adopt any suggestions and improvements, 
although not embodied in their contract. 


without extra charge. He could not 
therefore do better than recommend 
any of the ladies or gentlemen who 


might be contemplating building « steamer - 


orders to his friend 
Dixon. They ‘saw with what high 


to entrust their 


work. Yonder lay the keel snd frames of the 


Cc 


China Navigation Co.’s new Yangtsze steamer 
which they hoped to see launched about mid- 
summer, He mentioned as a matter of interest, 
that Lin Tan was the name of one of the 
districts on the West River in which a large 

uantity of their fancy floor matting was manu- 
factnred. He hoped that the day was not far 
’ distant when they might find it profitable to 
build a sister-ship to be called after one of the 
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other matting districts." He could assure them | 


that they were always ready to give orders for 
vessela when the trade demanded an increase 
in their fleet. He thanked the company for 
’ drinking success to the Lin Tan and her owners, 
and would now ask them {o join with him in 
drinking continued success and prosperity to 
their greatest local industrial institution, the 
Hongkong & Whampoa Dock Co.. coupling 
with itthe name of its genial and gifted mana- 
ger Mr. Dixon. 

\Mr, Drxon thanked them. The Chair- 
man of the Dook Company, said he, was 
‘anable to be present. The management of 
* Dock ‘ ompany did not rest on one man; there 
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obtaining an assistant chaplain, It required | into casés that the society did so much 
careful consideration, as they were now to have { good. It made enquiries before it gave any 
a churchin Kowloon. Hitherto he had had his | substantighassistance, and thus many fraudulent 
tongue tied, but’ he was now able- to announce | or undeserving “ beachcombers” and others wore 
that this was the result of Sir Paul Chater’s | foand out, and the money entrusted to the 
generosity, he having ‘given $35,000 to build a | seciety was saved from being wasted, and re- 
church. The Government had made a free | served for more deserving cases." Hie would 
grant of land adjoining the English School | like to explain that any subscriber or life- 
and the Observatory. (Applause.) member was entitled to recommend cases to the 

Hon. Dr, J. M. ATKINSON moved that the | society. A subscription of $12 a year, which 


report be ado,.ted, and the motion was agreed to 

‘ir Witt'am M. Goopman proposed the 
approval of the fees relating to funeral services, 

Mr. H. H. J. Gompertz seconded, and the 

motion was agreed -to. 
’ Fhe following lay members of the Church 
Body were afterwards elected by ballot :—Sir 
William Goodman, Mr. R. T. Wright, Hon. 
Dr. Atkinson, Mr. Armstrong, Mr, Bryer, and 
Mr. H. W. Slade. : 

Rev. F. T. JOHNSON proposed votes of 
thanks to the lay members of the Church 
Body, making special mention of the services 
of the Hon. Treasurer and the Hon. Seore- 


weru many able men on its staff. The quali'y | tary; tothe late auditor, Mr R. C. Edwards, 


of work was always high. The accommodation 
cabins in two lighters recently launched. fot i s- 
tance, could be compared to that on an Ath tic 
liner. «hey had, too, to keep down prices 

prices were good, but for new work there 
was great competition. Their- chief abject 
regarding the Lin Tan was to make her aigood 


ome 


ship. 

H.E. Mr. F. H. May said he had (quite 
enough «responsibilities of his own without 
replying for his wife. He fouud it 
difficult to make his own speeches, but, 
on this occasion, he thought it vasy to speak 
on her _ behalf. She was thankful; for 
the kind words of Messrs.' Dixon and Law, and 
it was a great pleasure to launch a vessel for 
one of their greatest local industries. | She 
hoped it would be a great profit to both the 
concerns of Messrs. Law and Dixon, | She 
thanked them for their souvenirs and kindness 
that day. ~ 4 

Mr. Drxon replied and toasted the ladies, 
calling upon Mr. Gershom Stewart to reply. 

Hon. GersnHom Stewaet said that he was 
always & worshipper of the fair sex. was 
about to pay his attentions to one in partipular. 

The ceremony then concluded. 


§. JOHN’S CATHEDRAL. 


. . > ae 
BIR PAUL CHATER PRESENTS NEW 
CHUBCH FOR KOWLOON. 


who had gone away, and whose place had been 
taken by Mr. W.C.. . Turner, ‘0 the clergy 
who had voluntarily lent their assistance during 
the’ year, especially Rev. Messrs. Bunbury, 
France, Wright, Anstey, and Jenkin-, and to 
the choir who under the «bla leadership of Mr. 
A. G. Ward, had done a great deal to make the 
Cathedral bright and attractive. 

‘Sir WILLIAM GoopMAN seconded, and the 
motion was agreed to. 

Oo the motion of Hon. Dr. ATKINSON, 
seconde! by Mr, ABMaTxona, Mr. J. U. Peter 
was appointed anditor. 

This was all the business. 


THE HONGKONG BENEVOLENT 
SOCIETY. | 


oa ge co 
ANNUAL MEKTING. 
The Hongkong Benevolent Society held 
their aunual meeting at the City Hall at noon 
on the 27th. Sir W.M. Goodman (Chief Justice) 
pene and others present were Mrs. May, 
ady Goodman, Mrs. Gompertz, Mrs. Siebs, 
Mrs. Hoare, Rev. W. and Mrs. Bridie, Mrs. 
Swan, Rev. and Mrs. C. H. Hickling, Revs. T. 
Wright, J. H. France, and F, T. Johnson, Mrs. 
Dickson, and Mrs. Master. 

The CHAIRMAN, Sir W. M. GoopManN, said he 
felt iL a great honour to have again been asked 
to preside at the aunsal meeting of the society 
It was a society which. in a quiet, unobtrusive 


could be.-paid either yearly or 
constituted the donor s subscriber, whilo a 
donation of not less than $5" constituted the 
donor a life-member of the sociuty. 
tioned this in the hope t! at the treasurer, Mra. 
Atkinson; or her successor, might have the 
pleasure of adding new names to the list of the 
supporters to the society. 


alf-yuarly, 


Hoe men- 


Sir W. M..Goopman then proceeded tq read 


the following report :—- 


The ladics of the Comtnittes of the Hongkong - 


Banevolent Society have much pleasure in 
submitting their report and statement of . 


accounts, and in doing so desire to thank all those 
who have assisted them in carrying on the 
work of the society. During the year 22 cases 
were brought under the consideration of the 
Committee and assistance was given in L7 cases, 
Over 90 other cases received relief through the 
Rev. T. Wright who succeeded: the liev. J. H. 
France on the Reference Comfnittee and gave 
inva'uable assis‘ance to the society by investi- 
gating cases on its behalf and helping them 
when deserving. Employment was found in 
the Colony for some of the applicants and pass- 
ages paid for others to various places where 
they had friends ot promises of employment. 
The society is paying for the mainteaance and 
education of 10 orphan children, and month- 
ly allowances have been made in several 
cases to poor and deserving peopiv. The 
Hon. Seo. will be pleased to furnish further 
particulars to any members desirous of 
obtaining them, The thanks of the committee 
are due to the various steamship companies for 
the kind way in which they have responded to 


appeals for reduced passages, to - the local 


Press for their kindness in inserting advertise- 
ments at a considerable reduction, and to the 
Hon. H, E. Pollock, K.C., for auditing the ac- 
counts, A successful concert, arranged by the 
kindness of Major Chapman and Mr. Grimble, 
was held in September on the Volunteer Parade 
Ground kindly lent for the purpose, This 
resulted in a substantia] amount being added 
to the Society's fuods, During the year 
Miss Anderson, Mrs. Master, and Mra. 
Robertaon left the Colony, apd their places 


The annual meeting of the subscribers and | way, was doing a noble work in the Colony, and 
- geatholders of §. John’s Cathedral was held on had only to be known by the publio in order to | 


the evening of the 27th inst. at S, Paul's College. be both fully appreciated and adaquatel sup- 
His Lordship Bishop Hoare presided. ! 


on the Committee .were taken by Mrs . 
Hoare, Mrs. Bridie, and Mrs. Swan. Miss 
Anderson was on the original committee 


Mr, A. Beyes, Hon. Secretary, read the | among the people of Hongkong, so many per- 


minutes of last meeting and they were confirmed. 

Mr. R. T. Weiaut, Hon. Treasurer, submitt- 
ed the financial report. He said they started 
the year with a baiance on the wrong ede of 
$1,137 and wound up with a balance on the right 


side of $2,316. This increase was chiefly due ' Benevolent Society was founded in September, 


toa very satisfactory increase of about $1,500 
in the offertories. Donations and subscriptions 
amounted to $4,099 as against $1,177. It was 
to be remembered that they would ‘have a very 
heavy expense to meet this year-in connect_on 
with the repair of the organ. In addition to 
this balance they had $3,258 ou fixed deposit. 
His Lospsure said he thought they had 
great reason for thankfulness for the very satis- 
factory state of matters shown in the report. 
It showed that their Hon. Treasurer must have 
dene a very great deal of work. Pew-rents 
had been raised 50 per cent. but the 
amount derived from this source had 
. increased by more than 5! per cent., some 20 new 
sittings having been taken out; that was an 
encouraging sign, It was also a most satis 
sign that the amounts of collections 
creased by some $1,300. .The congregations were 
good and the services hearty. The musical 
part of the services had been excellent, His 
Lordship after referring to the good work done 
by clergymen who had voluntarily assisted in 
the Cathedral services, went oh to say that the 
Church Body had decided 1o fix rates for. the 
chaplain’s.services at funerals as follows :—Ist 
class funeral, $10; 2nd, $5 ; 8rd. $3. Now that 
their finances were in a more satisfactory etate 
he said the question ought to be considered of 


| 


| 


-year by the public not only sufficient to/ make 


plied with funds. There were so many changes 
sons leaving while others came in to fill their 
places, that he took the opportunity of explain- 
ing tha objects of the society to the public in 
the hope that the list of subsoribers and donors 
might be largely increased. The Hongkong 


1889, for the purpose of rendering assistance 
in cases of sickness, want, poverty, or distress 
in the Colony. amongst persons other thau the 
members of the Chinese or Portucuese com- 
munities. When he came to read the report 
they would see how well the society fulfilled 
the puro of its existence. It would be 
impossible to assist Chinese or Portuguese 
cases. They .were too numerous, and those 
communities had their own charitable iustitu- 
tions. Much good had been done in oases 
of real bona-fide distress amongst mem- 
bers of other nationalities. He commented 
upon the fact that of the twelve ladies elected 
to the committee, 13 or 14 years ago, not one 
of them was at present in the Colony. During 
the past year the society gave away over $900 
more than it recaived from subscriptions, 
donations, and all sources, and thus it had 
diminished the balance at its credit by! $903. 
He trusted that funds would be furnished this 


up that diminution of the assets, but to pnable 
the society to extend the sphere of its usefuloess, 
While indiscriminate chari'y was harmful, 
as tendiog to pauperise its objects, the allevia- 
tion of deserving distress was one of the noblest 
things any society could accomplish. It was 
in taking the trouble to enquire carefally 


of the society when it was founded in 1889, and 
she bas been a most indefatigable and zealous 
worker in connection with it ever since, On 
her departure from the Colony a presenta ion 
of a silver writing table set was made to her by 
several members of the society as a farewell gift 
and token of their appreciation of her invaluable 
services. Two-members of the Reference Com- 
mittee, the Rev. J. H. France and Capt. Ander- 
gon, having left the Colony. and Dr. Atkinson 
having resigned his position, the Rev. T. 
Wright. the Rev. W. Bridie, and Mr. Hewett 
have taken their places. The following ladies 
retire in rotation from the Commicter, but are 
eligible for retelection :—Mrs. Atkinson, M 
Hoare, Mrs. Bridie, Mrs. Swan, and M 
Gomperta. ra ae 
. Sir W. M. Goopman said that some cases 
were very distressinz indeed. Une little boy was 
left on the hands of the French Convent, ‘The 
8 ciety had had him sent to S. Josopt’s College, - 
and now he would, probably, become a useful mem- 
ber «f society. There were three cases in which 
English wornen had married Chinese, and: had 
asked for assistance.’ An Australian woman had 
married a Chinaman, ‘who left her in dist : 
and another Australian womin with family bad 
been deserted by her Chinese husband. It was 
very-dangerous for Enrope:n women to marry 
Chinamen. In Australia it might be all 
right, but the difference of customs and . 
modes of living seemed to be unsatisfactory. 
A Frenchman had asked for and received help; 
and a very respectable German had received his 
passage to Bombay. The society was worthy 
of support not only As British but by: others 
in the Colony sleo. Thesmall expenses shown - 


et te 


ae 


“The figures were attributable to the 


ws. 


-Johnston (Oxford), D. Melboareé (Cambridge). 


January 8C, 1904.) . 


"in the report was extremely satisfactory, 


only $30 hating been spent on printing. 
co- 
operation by all parties in, keeping down 
expenses. 

v. C, H. HIckLIna, in proposing ‘the | 
adoption of raport and acconnots, discuursed for 


some tims on the evils of indiscriminate charity. 


The fuct of the society expending more than it 
received was cuough to make an appeal justifi- 
able. Ladies on the committee deserved the 
gr-atest praise; as also did Messrs. France and 
Wright for their work ut institnting enquiries. 

Rey. W. Bervre also concurred with the pre- 
vious speakers, . 

On the proposal of Sir W. M. Goupwan 6 
vote of thauks was given to (he treasurer, the 
referees, and the secretary. 

The fullowing committea was then appointed j 
for Uke ensuing y ar:—Mr-. Atkinson, Mrs. | 
‘Bridie, Mrs. May, Mrs. Swan, Mrs. Hoare, and | 
‘Mrs. Gompertz. 
> Mrs. May proposed a vole of thauks to Sir. 
W.M. GoupMay, who made a suitable reply. 


OXFORD AND CAMBRIDGE i 
DINNER IN HONGRONG. 


Vhe anunal Oxford and Cambridge Dioner 
took plac: in the Hangkong Hotel ou the 27th | 
inst., the Bishop of Victoria beiug in the chair, | 
and 


ur, E. it. Sharp. ELC. in the | 
vice-chair. ‘ihe followings were present :— 
Messrs. C. E: HH. Beavis wOxferdy R, 


E. O. Bird (Oxtordj). Or. Barnet (Cambridge), | 
Messrs. RR. J. Birbeck (Caabridge). FL M. 

Broadbent (Cumbri ge), tev. G. a. anbury 

(Oxford), BP H. Crofton (Cambridge), C.! 
Clementi (Oxfdrd), ‘I. oS. Dann (Cambridge), 
C. H. Falloon (Cambridge), A.G. M. Hletcier 
(Oxford), P. W. Goldring (stor H H. J. 
Goupertz (Oxford), A. W. Grant ( ambridgre), 
E.R. Hallifax (Oxfords, J. Ways (Cambridge), 
Capt. “Hrley (Cambridge), Rev. Fo Tesly 
(Cambridy-), Messrs. B. James (vixford), R.. FE. 


vu. Mel. Messer (Cambridge), Nev. C. Moore 
(Cambridge), Hev.S. R. Phillips :Cambridge), 
Messrs. G. A. Richardson (Cambridg+), P. W. 
Sergeant (Oxford), E. H. « barp ((/xford), M. 
W. Slade (Oxford), Bishop of Victoria (Cam- 
bridge), Messrs, F. W. Warre (Oxford), Wei 
On fOxford), E.. D. C. Wolfe (Cambridge), J. 
R. Wood (Cambridge), and G. H. Wak aman 
(Cambridge). After dinner tha Chairman pro- 
posed first the health of the King, and then 
“The Universities Rev. F. leely, RN, 
replied as senior member. Mr. BE, H, Sharp 
proposed the Services, coupled with the names 
of the Rev. C. Mocre and Mr. C. “cl. Messer, 
who both replied. Finally Mr. P. W. Goldring 
proposed the Lealth.of the Secretaries, Messrs. 
‘Wolfe and Icely. After they had duly returned 
thanks, a few songs were given by various 
gentlemen present, and a little befora midnight 


the ceremosy came to au end, The band of 


H.M.S. Ocean was in attendance and played an 
excellent selection of music. < 


NEW TERRITORY NOTES. 
———_<o——— — — 
[FROM A CORRESPONDENT. ] : 


| 
25th January. 
S8AMCHUN BIVER. 

An amusing incident took place !on the 
upper reaches of the Samchun River this 
morhing. The passage-boat got stuck fast on 
a sand-spit and the pass-ngers were . landed, 
while with the use of a tow-rope thres. Sikhs 
and two Europeans played at tug-of-war in the 
endeavour to move the refractory vessél. The 
bank was slimy and pleasant to dig the heels 
into, and when the rope broke some sulphurous 
language was heard. Eventuaily tne boat was 
got off all safe. By the way, it is a pity the 
Government d es not 1ake more interest in the 
Samchun River ‘In time this strdam will 
become completely silted up. The increased 
launch traffic is respousible for thia, t gether 
with the herds of buffalo near Lung Tsun-hn, 
which break down the banks with their large 
horns, ; ; 

: SAMCAUN CITY, 

The new Shunti of Samchun City (Li_ 

Yuen Tak) is making himself popular with the 


i and is naturally anti:Russian. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


eh 


Europeans on both sides of the frontier. The ; far from the spot before any alarm was raiged. 
other night he gave a party to which all of ; The official in charge was unable to make any 


the Eurupeangs around were invita, 
enjoyable evening . was spent in 
Chinese fashion. 


A very 
1 the trne 
Li Yeun Tak is a native 


‘ofthe Tungkun district. ~ , 


AGRICULTURAL. 

Some of the barley-crop is Almost ready for 
cutting, Sweet potatos are suffering from 
want of rain. Tha sugar-cane crop is three- 
partscut. The yield of sugar from the latter 
is considered fuir, above the avurage of the 
past few years | 


TON, 
[FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT. | 
Canton, 21st January, 
WAR RUMOURS, 
The imminance of war is the chief topic of 
conyersilti-n among. educated Chiness iu 
Cention, The local Press is full of rumours, 


~ CAN 


ven among 


the lower o ders, (he “ man in the street,” there 
is much vague talk of trouble somewhere in 
tke North, aud for -igners generally. irrespectiva 


of nationality, come in for a good deal ‘of 


of auy consequenc-. 

GAMBLING-HELLS AND REVENURB. 

“Tis enormous sui of $42 0°00 was offere] 
a short time ago for 
“gambliug-bells in the city This system 
of ietting out to farm has been very geueraliy 
adopted in China, I do -not know how far 
back it van be traced, bu: it i probably 
very old, since it affords such an: obvicus 
and convenient way of ,raising funds. The 
prevalence of gambling is uuiversat iu China, 
and vowhere.in {le country ara there so 
many cgambling-divang to be found as in 
Canton, the city which is said to ba full of 
pitfalls for youug men “void of anderstandirg. * 
It is a vommon thing to sea a coolia emerge 
trom a fantau-shop, pawn-his coat fo- a few 
cash, and return to the play. and also I am 
told that evary week one or two men are shot 
or stabbed in these places; but no withstanding 
these scandals nothing is done to put an end to 
this state of affairs, the authorities being 
content to pocket the farm-money. 

LOCAL NOTES. 

The Viceroy has as yet shown no sign of 
going to Kwangsi; his health does not permit 
of his meving about. It is almost impossible to 
obtain any news from-the Western province, 
but rumours of the defeat of the Imperialist 
troops become more and more persistent, 
These, forsooth, are the men who are considered 
equal to Yuan ~hi-kai’s soldiers, with whom 
the Chinese contemplate sweeping the Russians 
from Manchuria. ; 

I should mention that the report that Captain 
Yang had been dismissed turns out to be 
erroneous. 


Canton, 27th January. 
: FURTHER OUTRAGES, 

The eastern suburbs of Canton are little 
known toforeigners. There are no “sights *’ 
for the tourist in a quarter composed chiefly of 
slums, with the exception of the b ind village— 
not a cheerful spot. After dark more especially 
ig this part of fhe city, with its low and filthy 
purlieus, to be avoided. It bears an eyil 
reputation. It is impossible during the nig 
to geta sampan to yet up the canal which flows 
past the mint; the people are in deadly fear of 
thieves, both bv water and on Jahd, and the 
followingr incident is not calculated to causo 
these fears to decr-ase, nor to justify confidence 
in the powers of the authorities On the first 
dav of this moon it was very cold (the 4th day 
is Chinesa Midwinter), Thé guard at the 
guard-house situate! just outside the east gata 
felt, ag nicht came on. that the cold was too 


severe to be borne outside, and accordingly 19 of ! Kwong Cheong Hin- shop, iu this port, ‘has: 


them retired into the back-rooms, leaving one 
on guard to “sav face.” This man, sit ing 
smoking by the door, was pres-ntly accosted 
by a stranger, aud before he could answer, 
a blanket was thrown over his head, and he 
was gagged and sectrely bound. Five men then 
entered the guard-house, which they proceeded 
to ransack{ All the rifles, spears, and even uni- 
forms were carried away, and the thieves were 


er one Baek fore 


the farm of all the 4 


report of this occurrence, ag to do so would be 
to »xpose his own negligence. He wis thers- 
fore compelled to replace all that. had been stolen 
out of his own pucket. This story illustrates 
Chinese police methods very strikingly. 

I VICEROY SHUM STILL ACTIVE. — 

For some time there has been no official at 
Wachow above the rank-of district magistrate, 
but af‘length the Viveroy has appointed a Tao- 
fai to that important post. 
uoder the late Viceroy complained tha- the 
féng-shui of the neig bourhvod exergised an 
adverse influence on bis residsuce, and he was 
permitted to retire from his post. Considarable 


faouse, “There is an iudefinita fealing abrdid . 
‘ of hostility for the “foreign devils,” but uothins 


{ 
| 
| 
1 


incouvenience ling been caused by the fact that 
there bas foc so ‘cng been uo responsibl- official 
of equal rink with a Consul at Wuchew, and 
affai:s ars pow placad of + move satisfactory 
footing, thanks to Viceroy Shum, 


PAKHOL. 


———— 


[FROM OUR OWN CJRRESPONDENT., | 


Pakhoi, Junuary 21st. 

THE KEROSENE-TRaDE. , 
‘The monopoly vf this trade is now entirety 
in the bands of the foreigners. Searcaly five 
months ago [ first m-nution-d the existencs of 2 
spacions godown here, bnilt, by tless s. A 


Schombiry & C.. for storing the oil, and that . 
| Mr. A.K. Marty was erecting an identicel 


building for tie same purpose; also that ke-n 
competition was exp-cted when the; erection of 
the second godewn is compieted. Messrs. A. 
Schomburg & Co,,cuntined their import to one 
kiod of oil only, the * Risiuy Sdi” trand. 
which usnally comes in tins uud io bulk, and 


very seldom in cases, and dispased of th- oil at 


such low price that madsc mpziition app rently 
an impossibility, For some tims the other 
firms, foreigu aut vative, continue), n-vertie- 


| les<, to import the Linkat, Dragon, aud Comet 


Comet brand, on account of its comparatively 


‘higher market value. Absmt thee montis agu 


Mr. Marty ‘appeared on the scene with thon- . 


sands of cases of Comet oil. | 
explanation is required at this juncture. It 
isa well-known fact that the natives require 
“education” in the use of foreign-made 
goods, and with this end in view run- 
ners were sent, I am informed, into the 
mainland to induce the natives -in favour 
of the dearer oil, f 
oil, though dearer than all the other brands, 
is a better oil which emits less smoke, and gives 
better light; beside the advantage of being 
enclosed in wooden cases, the tins are well 
soldered, which reduces to a minimum the 
chance of leaking in transportation.and by 
rough handling. The natives appear to be 
convinced. No other brand of oil is coming to 
this market nowadays except the Comet and 
the Rising Sun, and these are exclusively 
imported by the two rival foreign firms. Not- 
withstanding the new development in the trade 
in favour of the Comet oil, the consumption of 
the cheaper kind is far greater. 
MAN-OF-WAR. . . 

The French gunboat Surprise arrived here 

on the 19th instant and is still with us, ; 
, THE WEATHER. 


- Since last Monday the weather has been - 


anything but pleayint. The thermometer re- 
gistered 41° Fahr. ou the mornings of the 19th 
aud 20th, which is thg minimum for this 
region. With a strong north-easterly galo 
blowing all the time, werkiug ou board. the 
Hailun and Johanne was out of the question, 
The wind began to moderate last sight, 


; however, and the mercury shows a rise of a few 


i 


degrees this morning. 
A SUSPICIOUS CASE. 
Cheong Kwok Fong, the principil of the 


| been arrested on suspicion of being in league 
with the pirates, and his shop closed by order of 
the sub-prefect of Limchow. The circum- 
stances in connection with this cas» were such 


A word of - 


‘The last Taotaz . 


maintaining that the - 


| 
: only in limited quantity, particulary the 


that strong suspicion lies against the prisoner, — 


and it has been the principal topic.of conversa- 
tion for the last few days, especially amongst 
the native merchants. Tt bap 

Jaden with cow-hides and other ‘sundries had 


pened that a jank ~ 


= 


86 _ THE, HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND ' 


I been attacked by pirates at a placa called Sa 
Kong on the 2nd instant. The pirates, berides 
plundering all the goods on board, sefzed three 

+ out of the five men—the owners of the goods. 
The remaining two. reached here on the 3rd 
instant to report the piracy, when they 

i discovered that about one hundred hides, 
bearing their marks, were stored in Kwong 
Cheong Hing’s shop. The shop-keeper was 
gocused at once of receivinr stolen goods 

\ end of being in lesgue with the pirates, 

he pleaded ignorance, but 

proposed to remunerate the two men-f r the 
oss they have sustained through the piracy. 


upon = whica 


The two men further. asked him to get the 
release of th-ir three companions who had been 
seized by -he pirates, This was also promised 
them, but before the promises could be fulfilled 
the corpses of the three missing men were 
reported to have been seen floativg in the 
harbour near the sceve of the piracy. Without, 
further parleying the offended parties com- 
municated the matter t» the authorities, and 
, the result was the arrest of the principal of the 
shop, which was effected ut Limchow, and bis 
shop here was seized and sealed up by order of 
the sub-prefect. The prisoner is now awaiting 
his trial, at which important disclosures are 
expected. | 


CORRESPONDENCE 


~—_——_ 
THE HONGKONG POST-OFFICE.— 
A 80GoESTION. 


TO THE EDITOS OF THe “ DAILY PRESS.” 


Hongkong, 23rd January. 
Sir—Slowly but surely. let us hope, the Hong- 
kong Government is working ont the salvation 
of its Public Offices, Time was (and not so long 
ago either) when averyona considered the Post 
Office tv ce past prayiug for. Lately. however, 
chauges for the better have taken place. Tu. 
Parcel-Post Office still leaves something to be 
dasired in the way of providing separate accom- 
modation at tho counter for the use of Europe- 
ans, and Chinese or other Asiatics. At present 
it is little short «f a disgraca to see delicate 
Enropean ladies beiug hustlud, pushed aside, aud 
often piened to the counter by the crowd of 
evil-smelling. uncouth coolies wao on mail days 
besiege the office striving to for-e their parcels 
into the hands of the first official thay see, 
regardless of whether he is a'tending to others 
_ornot. Surely the remedy issimple, Will our 
«  Post-Master or his energetic and courteous 
locum tenens be kind enough to provide it 
on the suggestiou of your iumbiecorresp ndent ? 
— Yours, etc., 


| 
| 


THE HONGKONG SAMPAN NUISANCE 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “ DAILY PRESS.” 


Hongkong, 2lst January. 

Sr1ez,—You would, 1 am sure, coffer a great 
benefit on a large number of your readers if. 
you opened your columns to a discus<ion of 
-the sampan nuisance in Horgkong harbour, 
which might thereby be remedied. After 3 
years spent between the port: of China and 
Japan, one is forced to ackoowledge that, in the 
matter of the sampan service Hongkong is 
by far the wors of all. Owing presumably to 
the large number of naval officers and men 
using the sampans during tho day and evening, 
the occupants of thé sampans earn enough 
early in the day to satisfy their needs. In 
consequence it is almost impossible to get a 
sampan after 9 o'clock p.m., the difficulty 
increasing every hour; and it is not an 
exaggeration to state that many are kept waiting 
2 hours or more for a sampan to get off to 
a ship; to get 4 sampan alongside a ship ata 
late hour is eveu more hopeless. It is now 
1U.a.m., and after hailing a sampan for a quar-er 
of an honr, several being quite close and within 
call, I have bad to give up wy idea of getting 
ashore. When huiled from the pier the person 
in charge of the sampan either refuses to budge 
notil a large number collect, or asks the name of 
- the ship to which it is required to go, probable 
saying “ mnch.e far” and remaining at anchor. 
'The Polic man at Murray Pier seems quite 
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unable to assist one. ‘ There would seem to be 
two remedies for the existing state of affairs, 
One is that the men-of-war in the harbour should 
use fhe ship's boats exclusively if possible, the 
other that more dirsot control should be exerted 
‘over the sampaus by the Police authorities; a |. 
5 cents fare mightibe adopted, and the regula- 
tion fares in detail required to be posted up in 
each sampan.— Yours, ete,, 
ONE OF THE VICTINUS. 


-Ats monthly meeting of the General. Com- 
mittee of the Hongkong General Chamber of 
Commerce held in the Chamber Room, rns 
Hall, on Tuesday. 12th January, 1904, at 3. 
p.m. Present:—Mr. E. A. Hewett (Chairman), 

Hon. C. W. Dickson, Messrs. C. Michela, 
THE REGISTRATION OF DOMESTIC | N. A, Siobs, J. R. M.- ‘mith. H. E. Tomkins, 
SERVANTS. R. C. Wilcox, Hon. H. EB. Pollock. K.C., 
7 (ex. officio) and A. R, Lowe (Secretary). 
TO THE EDITOR OF THE...“ DAILY PRESS.” Absent :—Mr. D. R. Law (Vice-Chairman) and 
— Mr. A. G. Wood. 
. 26th January. 

Sir,—The correspondence on the above sub- 
ject which appears in your issue of this morning 
is, to say the least of it, very disheartening, if 


nat actually alurming. Presuming that such RESIGNATION OF MEMBERSHIP. 
correspondarce is translated and finds its way The Secretary reported that Messrs Deacon 


under special editorial into the Native Press, and Hastings had-resigned their membership as 
both here aud in Canton, may we not expect a from the 31st December, 1903. 
return of that feeling and conduct which was NEW MEMBE'S. ‘ 


axperienced in 1837-60? What, I should liketo! ny, gocretar : 
: : ’ : etary raported that the China and 
know, will be the effect on the average domestic Japan Tulephone and Electric Company Limit- 


servant? Will he improve? é 
Such indifferance, as shown in that letter from ad aud Messrg Deacon, Looker, and Deacon had 


: : been elected {o membership since the last 
the Acting Colonial Secretary to the Hon. H. : . ; : 
E. Pollock: K.C, is what the white peopla have meeting, subject to the usual confirmation. by 
had patient!y to submit to for t:e last ten years 
or perhaps longer for the unalfered policy has 
been: “On no account must theré be any in- 
tarference with Native Freedom ; regardless of 
the extent to which the white peuple might be 
inconvenienced or even have to suffer, the steadv 
grinding of that axe must not be interrnpte pee 
Nor has it been, and to-day the native servaht | 
is becoming danverons. Happy they who know | 
how to help themselves. The stable-door will | yitimo Lam directed to transmit for the infor-. 
not be closed uuti! after the horse has bolted. 
And, then, in the face of some scxndal, some- 
thing willhe don . Tweuty-five years ago the 
white man was master in his own household, to- 
day the native is. You dare uot correct him. 
You dare not attempt. to put him through a 
course of training where a liltle firmness is 
necessary to convince him of his many mix akes 
or to check his uncleanly habits. You are 
absolutely at hix m-rcy, aud at the wercy of the 
sitting magis‘rate Between tha two your 
efforts at hous-keeping are difficult and trying 
in the extreme, if not an «bsolute failure. 

A maznanin.ous Britis Colonial Government 
decrees, according to the corresp»ndenc+ above 
referred to. that this unhappy state of things 
must continue for av indetini e period. What 
are we coming to, Mr, Editor, and where shall 
we land? Af.er the general apathy shown 
in that letter, should developments in the 
north mature suddenly, which they may do, the 
difficulties with native servants will become 
very much greater immediately, resultiog 
almost in a state of revolt. A warning note.— 


Yours, eto., : 
OLD RESIDENT. 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE “DAILY PRESS.” 


MINUTES. 


The minutes of the meeting of the lst ult. 
were read and confirmed. . 


meeting. 


EXPLOSLVES ON B)ARD STEAS:ERS IN THE 
HARBOUR. 


vernment was read. 
Colonial Secretary's Office. - 
December 11th, 1903. 


instructions which bave been iséued by the 
Acting Harbour Master for the guidance of 
Officers iu his D~partme t in reference to ves- 
sels arriving in the harbour and carrying small 
quantities of dun eroux goods, 7 

Thesa instructions bave also been issued by 
the Police Offivers on boarding duty whe in 
some cases board vesse!x before -the reyvular 
Boarding Officers of the Harbour D -partmznot, 

While His Excellency the Ofic-r Adimini- 
steriug the’ Government hopes that tne Cham- 
ber of Commerce will be satisfied with this re- 
laxation of the law he has instracted ms to point 
out that in this frea port more stringency is 
requ red tan at the ‘Treaty Ports in China, 
which are protected by the Customs establish- 
ments, and that it is necessary tu keep in the 
hands of the proper authorities complete con- 
trol of ammunition and such like goods arriving 
in the Colony. » 

J have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(3d). A. M. THomson, 
Acting Colonial Secretary. 
The Secretary, Chamber of Commerce. 
COPY. 


Bg a a a OEE 


not mere thau 100 lbs of Gunpowder, seven 
Hongkong, 26th January. cases of Safety Cartridves, or 6 of .Acids, and 
S1z,—Hongkong has many treubles to put | the manifest be shown to the Officer boarding 
up with. The latest is the one particularly her, he shall exempt her from going to .the 
experienced by the European ladies of Hong- | Dangerous Goods Anchorage, unless special 
kong, and more acutely than by men, as they put | circumstances render it {advisable for him to 
it in their petition. Red tapeism apart, | consult me before so exempting her. 
rallantry only might ba expected to do duty. 2. Should she have a, larger quantity. 15 or 
If gallantry fails and this stern sex b+ deter- | 20 cases of Safety Cartridges, he may exempt 
mined to be indifferent to the comforts of the | her at bis discretion. 
weaker vessel, as a last resort the fair should 3. In no case shall he so exempt any vessel 
go to the fair for relief. That relief is not far} having on board more than 6 casés Acids, 20) 
to seek. Go to Japau; study European | cases of Safety Cartridges, 1U0 lbs. of 
domestic life there, You will find that Japan- | Gunpowder, or any quantity of other dangerous 
eso maids, young and old, are engaged to do alt | goods. a 
domestic work, and they hava proved quite 4. He willinform me, at once, of each case in 
satisfactory. Import them here, ‘Let thet | which he has granted such exemption. 
replace Chinese boys. Give them a fair trial 5. This exemption shall not relieve the vessel 
and you will wonder if there ever existed any | of the obligation to fornish me with a copy of 
trouble about domestic cervants, I speak from | the manifest immediately on arrival, — ; 
personal experience. I have travelled in Japan| 6. In any case of such exemption being’ 
from one end to another. | have moved in igrentet, th - vessel shall also be exempted from 
\ gociety and have seen iu family houses these ying the red flag. 
gentle Japanese maids working with a cheer- | . 
fulness, sweetness, and obedience all their own. |’ 
Others who have resided or travelled there can | 
confirm this experience.— Yours. ete.; 
FELLOW-SUFFERER. — 


(Sd.) Basin TayLor. 
; Acting Harbour Master. 
' Sth December, 1903. 


not met the views of the Committee as folly ag 


» 


the memiers at the next annual general 


Tie following communication from the Go- 


Sir,—In reply to your letter of the 3Jth - 


mation of your Uhamber the ‘enclosed copy of © 


1. Should the versal boarded have on board 


The Chairman said that the Government hid 
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was desired, but it would be well to give the 
new regulations a fair trial. After |some 


discussion, i¢ was decided to point unt to the 


Governmont’ the necessity for the prompt 
boarding of vessels before coming to an abchor 
by the Harbour Office official, otherwise the 
efficiancy of tha new regulations would ° be 
_impaiced 
LICENSING PILOTS, 
The fellowing correspondence was read | -— 
Hongkong General Chamber of Commerce. 
Hongkong, 14th December, 1903. 


Sre,—I have the honour to remind you {hat a 
long correspondence passed last year hetween 
the Government and this Chamber with re- 
ference to the suggestion put forward hy-my 
Committee for the pilots of this port. to regiater 
themselves with, and prove their quulificdtions 
before, a Board having the requisite authority 
from the Government to act, 

It will be remembered that stress was laid on 
the fact that the pilots of to-day are of inferior 
calibre to their predecessors, and that there was 
a growing tendency amongst them to disregard 
and wilfully ignore ordinary precautions 
necessary uot only for the safety of the 
vessels in their charge whilst under wdy in 
narrow waters, but of others either at anchor or 
alongside the wharves, 

At the request of the Government a seheme 
for holding Government examinations} and 
granting certificates was drawn up by the 
Sub-Committee appointed (Messrs. Ei. A. 
Hewett, A. Haupt, and W. Poate), endorsed 

‘by the General Committee, and forwarded to 
the Gavornment. who replied at some leugth to 
the effect that it would place the Harbour 
Master in an entirely false position if he had 
to give certificates for qualification which such 
officer -caunot test. ‘T'he Committee, in a 
further report, replied that at home and 
Asiatic ports this was satisfactorily managed, 
and that, if necessary, the Licansing Board 
need not bo entirely composed of Government 
officials, but might be supplemented by outside 
experts. F 

It was also pointed out that, whilst tharo was ‘a 
demand for pilotage in the Harbour, the Com- 
mittee wereagainst the institution of compulsory 
pilotag», also that the granting or refusing to 
graut a certificute as suggested by the Govern- 
ment could not be acted on by private individuals 
Without pecuniary responsibility, to which the 
Government would not. be liable. Much lo my 
Committee's regret, although the chief shipping 

_ firms and agencies in the port were in favour 
of the proposal, tha Government finally notified 
this Chamber on the 30th of January last that 
His Excellency Sir Henry Blake was unable to 
support the scheme. 

I am now instruoted to bring to your. notice. 
for the information of H.E. the Officer 
Administering the Government, further facts 
which have come to light relatiug to the recent 
prosecution by the Harbour Master of the Java- 
Chind-Japan Line 8.8. Tjipunas for negligent 
navigation in the Harbour on the 24th ultimo, 
which the Committee of this Chamber consider 
strengthens their contention that the pilots 
should be brought ander the control of a properly 
constituted licensing body. It appears from 
the information gathered by the Chamber that 
this ship arrived off Lyeemun Pass at ¢ p.m. 
on the 26th ultimo and took on board a Chinese 
pilot provided by the Company's stevedora— 
one of the leading firms of this class in Hong- 
kong. It is worthy of mention that there were 
several sawpans about, whose occupants were 
signalling with the 4-red $-white pilot flag, 
signifying their willingne-s to act as pilots. 
On learning that the Tjipanas was from 
Amoy, the pilot affirmed, aithough the master 
strongly, expressed his disbelief in the fact, that 
Amoy was an infected port and the ship; must 
therefore fly the yellow flag and cach r in 
Chung Kwang Bay for the night. Knowing 
the penalties for ignoring the Quarantine 
Regulations, the master decided not to run 
any risks. On entering the Harbour the 
following morning the Health Officer of the 
port boarded the steamer, demanded to know 
att the yellow flag was flying, and on being 
told the reason, said the pilot was a = and 


a 


evidently did not know his business.) As 
the result of this incorrect informatio -gup- 
pie by the pilot the ship lost 12 
ours before reaching her anchorage, In 

{ 


I 
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coming down the Southern fairway to seek 
anchorage room, with the master on the bridge 
and chief officer on forecastle head, nothing 
was uotired indicating that a wreck was 
suhmerg -d. The two salvage junks may have 
hed a red flag up. but in the calm prevailing 
this was rot noticeable, Moreover, the two 
buoys were coloured a rusty red and were 
indistinguishable from the ordinary fairway 
buoy. It may here be remarked that the follow- 
ing day steps were taken to paint the wrecking 
buoys green, with “ Wreck” in unmistake:ble 
white letters. 

Further, on account of the slack state of the 
tide, steamers were lying at their buoys in all 
directions, it was iadoattedly difficult to define 
the fairways or to find a suitable place to 
anchor. The pilot eventually fixed on a space, 


but ‘his knowledge afterwards proved to be at | 


fault, as the steamer had eventually to move her 
ground to prevent fouling neighbouring 
vessels. On the 28th ultimo, be:ore the 
Harbour Master, the captain wae fined §50— 
for negligent navigation in the Harbour, and 
ordered to muke good any damuge done by 
his vessel fovling the wreck buoys over 
the remains: of the Pakshan, Had the 
-buoys been properly marked the captain and 
chief officer would undoubtedly have kept 
clear off the wreck and taken the ship out of the 
pilot's hands in time to prevent the mishap, but 


the pilot directed the ship between the buovs,, 


thus proving by his want.of local knowledge 
that he was incapable of acting ax such and, in 
addition, as shown above, he was unable to find 
a suitable anchorage. 

_ It will be apparent to his Excellency that 
masters of steamers coming into this  in- 
creasingly crowded Harbour -must rely to a 
great extent on tha advica of a local pilot, 
otherwise they would not employ these men, It 
is therefore verv hard on the masters not to be 
allowed to bring the pilot up before the 
Harbour Master for punishment. or at any 
rate to give evidence as to the facts in the case 
of an accident. and it does not elter the fact 
that here in Hongkong. with an amount of 
shipping exceeded by only two porta iu the 
world, we have uuncertifiel pilots placed in 
¢harge of shipping. 

As has been pointed ont in the past. many 
commanders are obliged, on nrrival at the en- 
trance of the harbour, to take the fitxt man as 
pilot who boards his ship, without having any 


means of knowing whether he is capable of 
handling the vessel properly or not. Cortain 
commanders, as the commander of the 


Tjipanas, learh too late of the utter in- 


why, then, at Hongkong? Hongkong has an 
unenviable record as the only British port 
either at home or in the Colonies where un- 
licensed pilots are allowed to ply for hire. 
The Chamber hopes that His Excellency the 
Officer Admiuistering the Government may see 
his way to consent to the licensing of all pilots 
plying for hire within the limits of the port, 
and thus rid it of a danger which mexaces its 
shipping. ‘ 
I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
(Sd.) A. R. Lowes, 

= Secretary. 
The Acting Colonial Secretary replied on the 
19th of December, 1903, as follows :-— 
“I am directed to acknowledge receipt of 
your letter of the 14th inst. regarding the 
question of the licensing of pilots,.and to 
informt-you that the matter is now receiving’ 
the attention of the Government,” 


FLFTH CONGRESS OF 1HE CHAMBER OF 
COMMERCE, 
The Official Report of the proceedings at the 
meeting held ia Montreal on 17th, 18th, 19th, 
20th and 2 st August last was laid on the table. 
NEW GERMAN CUSTOMS TARIFF, 
A letter was read from the Acting Colonial 
Secretary stating that the German Government 
had issued a notification indefinitely prolonging 
the existing arrangements relating to the 
General Customs tariff. 
* AUDITORS, 
It was agreed to invite the previous year’s 
auditors, Mr. J. Y. V. Vernon, and Hon Ger- 
shom Stewart, to certify the accounts for 1908. 


competence of the men they have employed. : 
This is not possible at Penang, or Singapore; | 
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HONGKONG LAND INVESTMENT 
AND AGENCY Cu., ED: 


—_—_—_————_@-—-—_______. 


ry 


ANNUAL MBETING. 


‘The fifteenth annual meeting of the Hong- 
kong Land Itivestment and Agency Co., L iy 
was held on the 27th inst, atthe Company's.offices, 
Hon. C. W. Dickson (chairman) presided, and 
there were also present Hon. Sir Paul Chater 
C.M.G., Messrs. J. H. Lewis, N A, Siebs, A. J. 
Kaymond and E. Shellim (directors) ‘|. a rnold, 
G. M. Bain, W. H. G 


; Fook, Ho Kam Tong, Ho Tuog, Ho Cheong 
| Shiu, and A, ; 
The Secretary havin 
| ing the meeting, ~ 

The CHirtrMAN said—Gontlemen,—It is 
matter of regret to your directors that the 
result of the past year’s working falls so far 
short of its immediate predecessors. The chief 
deficiency is in the profit derived from sales of 
property, which amounts to only $86,000 as 
compared with $392,000 the previous year and 
$275,000 in 1991. Tight money, the uncertainty 
as regar-is exchanga. doubts as to the effect of 
local “tr and more recently fears en- 


g read the cass call. 


genderpd by the political outlook, have all 
tended |to inactivity in the demand for property. 
The protit shown is derived from the sale of 
only two properties. ‘i'hen again our rent-roll 
has bedn disappointing. We have unlet at the 
present time houses ready for ocoupation, which, 
at reasonable, rentals, would bring in not less 
than $84,000 per anoum, and for which so soon 
xs the law dealing with the over-crowded dis- 
tuicts of the City is enforced there should be no 
difficulty in finding tenants, . Woe are in short 
a little ahead of the times. In addition to this 
I would remind you that our practice is to 
charge to revenue each year all interest on. 
dorlopment expenditur3 so that when buildings 
are completed they stand in the Company's’ 
books at their actual cost, exclusiva of interest, a 
policy which, though it seriously affects earnings - 
‘during the period of construction, will I feel 
[sure appeal~to you as a sound one: to follow. 
‘Our outlay on properties not ,as yet full 
developed is over 17 lacs, but some of these will ° 
be completed during this year, when, instead 
| of Leing adrag on ‘he Company. they will yield 
; an addition to our income, Turning to the 
debit side of the account you will see that our 
charges have not increased, but the amount - 
expended en repuirs is some $4,600 more. “The 
depredations of white ants, which during 1908 
were from some cause unknown un- 
usually great, especially on the higher levels, 
entailed this additional expenditure in order to 
keap our }roperty in | first-class order. Onur 
outlay in respect of fira insurance remains about 
the same, notwithstanding the 25 per cent. 
increasé in rates, to which [I alluded at 
last meeting. ‘ithe saving we effected 
by ourselves carrying a portion of the 
insurance on our best risks, upon which we for- 
tunately escaped any loss, more than counter- 
balanced the extra premium puid at the higher 
scale. Rates having again been reduced. to 
their former level we have now reverted to the 
insuring in full of all buildings. These rémarks 
will I trnst tend to elucidate the published 
statement now before you. You will recollect, 
gentlemen, that at our annual meeting in 1901 
you approved of the placing of $500000 to 
equalisation of divided fund, with the object of 
insuring a steady returo on your invest ment for. 
some time tocome, and having regard to that 
understanding your «irectors recognise that it 
is incumbent at 12 per cent. with the assistance 
of a portion of that fund, hence the trans. - 
fer therefrom of $250,000, which /will start the 
ourrent year with a balance in} hand of an 
amount approximating that oarripd forward to 
1908. They trust that in the near future con- 
ditions will so change as to admit of their show- 
ing a larger sum at ore.-it under the heading of 
profit on:sales of property, as well as of rénts, 
and/are hopeful that if they have to encroach 
upon equalisation of dividend fund-in order to 
maintain the return to you, it will not be neces- 
sary to do so to “ same extent. In connection 


i 


with the scheme for the improvement: of the 
Eastern district, 4o which I alluded last year, 


P. 
| 
| 
| 
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progress has unfortunately been delayed by 
difficulties raixed in unexpected quarters, but 


_ the carrying out of the project has we under- 


stand not by any-means been abandoned. The 
soonar-a start is made with the work the better 
it will be for the Colony. Before moving the 
adoption of the report and accounts I shall be 


' pleased to answer any questions. 


No questions were asked. 
The CHAIRMAN made the mution accordingly. 


Mr. LetaH—Gentl>men, you have just heard 
the remarks made by our Chairman. The year 
has certainly been a bad one, the chief deficiency 
in, profit being owing , to the few sales of 
property, but land and houses are very secure 
and d« not run away, soif they have not been 
gold during the past year, the Company still 
possesses then and 1 believe that I am right 
in saying that until a sale is actually completed, 
the property remains in the Company's books at 
its cost price, so that when good times comeagain, 
they must do, the Company can then realise 
the profits on the properties it has heen 
developing during the bad times. The chief 
eau-es for the present stagnation in property 
as pointed out by our Chairman are tight 
money, ‘the uncertainty of exchange, and 
local leg.slation. I will not attempt to 
say anything regardiug the first two of 
these, as they are better kuown and under- 
stood by all of you, than they are by 
myself, but as regards the third I know and 
fee] how seriously this has acted and is acting to 
the detriment of property, more especially 
amongst the Chiuese, who it must be remem- 
bered hold nine-tenths of the proerty in this 
Colony and who do not fully understand 
and therefore mis rust (and rightly so) 
new legislation regarding property. When 
the present Public Health and Building 
Ordinance: wus passed on-2ist Febryary last, 
and was the outcame of several pravious 
Ordisiances, which were brought forward and 
withdrawn, it was hoped by all iatarested in 
properly that we lad at Jast arrived at some 
finality and that the constant alterations in the 
law, which had beeu taking place ever “since 
Ordinance 15 of 1889 was issued, would now 
cease, Such, unfortunately, is not the case and 
on 20th November last the Government Gazette 
‘contained over sic pages of amendments and I 
underatand a great uuuber more are under 
cousideration. While such constant chanes 
coutinue property must remain ingacure and 
gannot hoid, as it should do, the first plxca as an 
investment. As regards the property ieid by 
the Company, aud at present unlet, this will, we 
must all hope, soon right itself; it is a state of 


_ things which has never happened here before, 


for the Colony has always suffered from a lack 


_ of house accommodation, especially for the 


Chinese, but to-day there is. no doubt, a large ' 
number of unoccupied Chinese houses both 
in Hongkong and Kowloon. It is the old 
question that has taxed all the large 
cities of the world, and that is. how t get the 
inhabitants, especially the Working classes, to 
leave the central and overcrowded districts. and 
live farther afield. The wisdom of having an 


’ equalisation of dividend fund is now amply 
_ shown, and we must congratulate ourselves in 
having such a fund and look forward to the - 


good years whioh are sura to come again when 
we shall be: able to replenish that fund. 
(Applanse.) I beg to second the adoption of 
the report and accounts. 

The motion was carried unanimously. - 

Mr. Murgay Barn moved the confirmation of 
theappointment.as a director, of Mr. E. Shellim 
who had been invited to take the place of 
D. M. Moses (resigned) on the directorate. 

Mr. BR. C. WILcox seconded, and the motion 
was agreed to. 

Mr. Gasket moved the re-election of the 
retiring directors, Messrs. A. J. Raymond and 
J. H. Lewis. a. 

Mr. Ho: Tune seconded, and the motion was 
agreed to. 

Mr. H W. Stave moved the re-election of 
Messrs. ‘I’. Arnold and C. W. May. cs 

‘Mr. J: R. MrcHAzt seconded, and the motion 

was agreed to. 
This was all the business. 


WEST POINT BUILDING CO., LD. 
-——$ ~~ — : 
ANNUAL MKETING. | : 

The fifteenth annul ordinary meeting of the 
West Point Building Co., Ld., was held on the 
27th inst. at the Company's offices, Viotoria 
Buildings. Hon. Sir Paul Chater, CM.G,; 
(chairman), presided, and there wers also 
present Hon. C. W. Dicksou, Mr. A. G. Wood, 
Mr. A. J. taymond (directors), Mr. J: H. 
Lewis, Mr. J. R. Michael, Mr. R, K. Leigh, 
Mr. L. 8. Lewis, Mr. A. G. Morris, Mr. J. M. 
| Graca, and Mr, A. Shelton Hooper (secretary). 

The SECRETARY read the notice calling the 
meoting. 

The CHAIRMsaN:—Gentlemen, with your 
permission we will take the report and accounts 
as read.~ The net profits for the past year were 

; $40,988.40 as against $38,914.27 for 1902, the 
‘ difference being ptincipally brought about by a 
‘saving of $:,J00 in repairs, aud an increase in 
fire insurance premium of about. $1,100. The 
| present. lease of the property expires onthe 3lst 
i March, 1904, aud we have received offers from 
other parties {o lease the property for a term of 
‘six years at an ivcreased rental, Your 
directors have. after consideration, decided to 
‘aecept the best offer made, but have reserved 
the right of cancelling the new leas» after two 
years in casa the property is s Id. on giving the 
:Jegsee six months’ notice. and wo feel sure that 
the course we harp pursued will meet with your 
entire approval. “Before moving the adoption 
of the report and accouuts, L shiil be pleased to 
answer any questions. 

Mr. ‘Norris— o I understand you to say 
that for two years we caunot cancel the leas- ? 

The CHAIRMAN—Yes; im fact rather more 
than two years—two years and six months. ~ 

Mr. Morris—After the expiration of two 
years you have to give six months’ notice ? 

‘he CHaAIRMAN—Yes. - 

Mr. Morris — bat could not 
reduced, I suppose ? 

The CHAL.MAN-~No; the present Jease is 
exactly on the same terms— afier two years, 

Mr. Morxis—It it impvssible to reduce 
that.? 

The CHAIRMAN —Yes. 

There being no further quastious. } 

Tie CHAIRMAN moved the adoption of the 
report and accounts. : 

Mr. Lewis seconded, aud the motion was 
apreed to. . 

Mr. Morris moved the confirmation as a 
director of Mr, A. G Wood. who had taken the 
place of Mr. C, S. Sharp, retired. 

Mr. LEIG+ seconded, and the motion was 
agreed to. ; 

Mr. J. R. Micuaet moved the re-election to 
the directorate of Sir Paul Chater and Mr. 
Wood. s 

~Mr. CEIGH seconded, and the motion was 
agreed to, . 

Mr. Graca moved the re-election of Mr. C. 
W. Mav as auditor. 

Mr. Lewis seconded, and the motion was 
agreed to. 4: = 

This was all the business. 

he CHAIRMAN said that dividend warrants 
‘would be ready to-day (Thursday). 


HONGKONG LAND RECLAMA- 
TION CO., LD. 


— 
THIRD ORDINARY MEETING. 
The third ordinary meeting of shareholders in 
this Company was held at the Company’s office, 
Victoria Buildings, on the 27th inst. for the pur- 
pose of weceivin g the report of the directors with 
a statement of accounts for the year ending 31st 
[Ss ber, 1903. Those present were Hon. C. 


have been 


8. Dickson (chairman); Sir Pan) Chater, C.M.G, 
and Messrs. R. Cc. Wilcox, E. Shallim, 
and Ho Tung (directors), Messrs. H. C. 
Wilcox, Ho Kam Tong, Ho Fook, 
A. Shelton Hooper, R. K. Leigh, Ho Cheung 
Shiu, H. N. Mody, A. Howard, A. J. 'aymond, 
C. H. Ross, and M. 8, Northcore (secretary). 
After the notice convening the meeting 
had been read, the CHAIRMAN said:— 
Gentlemen,—The report and accounts having 
been «ith you for some days we may, 1 presume, 
take them as read. We are still necessarily 
4 passing through the period of expenditure, but 


The CHAIRMAN said that dividend warrants | I am pleased to inform you that our Reclamation 


‘would be ready to-day (Thursday). 


Work at Kowloon Point continues to progress. 


[January 30, 1904. 


steadily and satisfactorily. During the year 
we added nine more houses -to our property at 
Yaumati, and these are for the most part weil 


Yet. The balance-sheet now before you does not ~ 


appear to oall for avy special comment, but 
before moving the adoption of the accounts 
and report I shall be pleased to answer any 
questions regarding them you may wish to’ put. 
There being ao questions the CHaIRMAN 
said —I beg to propose that the report and 
accounts be passed. ; ; 
Mr.‘°A. J. Raymonp seconded the motion 
and it was carried. . 


Mr. H. C. Witc.x proposed, Mr. tq Kam * 


Tong seconded, and it was sgreed, that the 
appointment of ‘Mr. EB. Shellim as a director 


to take the place of Mr. D. M. Moses resigned - 


be confir:red. ; 
Mr. uo Fcok proposed, Mr. Lo Cnuusa 
Surv seconded, and it was agreed, that dessrs. 
R. C. Wilcox and E. Shellim be re-elected 
directors. 
Mr. A. Howarp proposed, Mr. SHELTON 
Hooper seconded, and it was, agreed that 
Messrs. W. H. Potts and A, O’D. Gourdin ibe 
re-vlecte | auditors. - 1 : 
| That was ali the business, 


HONGKONG, CANTON AND MACAO 
STEAMBOAT CO.. LD. 


pete 
| Tha following is the report of the board of 
' directors to the ordinary half-yearly meeting of 
shareholders to be held at the office: of the 
Company, on the 6th February, at noon, 

The directors beg to s.bmit-to the share- 

| holders the report aud statement of accounts for 
the ha'f-year ending 3lst December !ast.. 
After psving ranoning expenses, sflaries, 
premia of insurance, repairs and all other .out- 
goings, there remains, including $25.552.96 
brought forward from last account, and 350,000 
transferred from the equalisation of dividend 
' fand, the sum of $161,538.86 at ore it of profi: 
and loss account, From this amount the 
directors recommend that a dividend fur the 
half-year of !0 per cent. on capital] or 312°',000,00 
ba paid to shareholders, leaving a balunce of 
' $41,538.86 to be carried torward to new account, 
| The earnings of the steamers during the six 
‘ mouths under review suow a heavy falliug vif us 
compnred with those of the same period in 
192. . This is owing to the increasing keen 
competition the Company has to contend 
against on all the routes run qver by its steamers, 
necessitatiuy u furtier considerable reduction 
of rates since the date of the lasc report. 

The usual overhaul aod repairs ha-« been 
effected during the half-year and the steamers 
are all in good running order. - 

The properties mortgaged to te Company 
have recently been revalued by Messrs, Palmer 
& Turner, whoge valuations. show them to be 
ample security for the sums advanced. The 
value of tha.Co ‘g investments in shares 

adju8 o@gures wall within present 
<theditferentve being pygsed to the 
debit.of the investment fluctuation Account. 

Mr. Shewan resigried ‘his seat ati the Board 
tipon leaving the Colony, and Mr. C. A. Tomes 
was nominated by the directors to fill the 


holders at this meeting. - 

The retiring auditors, Messrs. A. O'D. 
Grurdin and W. H. Potts, offer themselves for 
re-election. 

The accounts are as follows :— . 
81st Dec., .903. ASSETS. : 3 o 
Value of steamers Honam, Powan, Hewng- 

shan, Lungshan, iths of Fatshan, 

Kinshan, and jrd Sainam, Nanning 

and TOKAing .c.ccc-cccssssecerreecseseserseee 848,009.00 
Amount paid on account of new West 


vacancy subject to confirmation by the res 


River steamers now building ............ 40,600.00 
Value of lighters Sun Lee and Wo Lee ... 9,000.00 
Value of wharves, hulks, and moorings... 86,600.00 
Value of properties at Qanton, Wuchow 

and Konzkn wecseeleseescertereeeees 117,684.24 
Value of o.al, and spare gear ...... sie 19.89u.79 
Value of furniture...... cc. cee eee ess cee ere eee 750.00 ~ 
Value of shares in public companies ...... 632,935.00 
Va'ue of Chinese bonds .......:.ccceecescen eee 1,034.48 
) v2.8 on mo OB eecec cesses eesseeeeeeeeeeseee 666,500.00 
Cash with the Hongkong aud Shanghai : 

Banking Corporation ........00 cece 5,446.55 
Interest accrued to date ........c cele. 1,752.98 
Bundry debtors ......-.cccceesesesereeeeesneee 11,860.33 

$2,441 454.37 
v ay 


a?. 


January. 80, 1904.] 


~ Slst Deo.,.1003. LIABILITIES. $ 9, 
’ Amount of: capital, 80,00 shares of $15 
- gach, gr ota ps oad 
Amount at it of depreciation and in- 


snrance . 


Cat yd credit of equalisation of divi- 


dend fand.........seciee ceceeeeceee esses 250,000.00 
Amount at credit of investment fluctuation 

Unolaimed dividends ...........00. scccccree 6,867.50 

Sundry creditors 40,588.+B 


Amount at credit of profit and loss account 161,538.86 


$2, 441,454.37 
~ PROFIT AN Dros ACCOUNT. 
rT 


Alst Deo., 19.8. ‘ $a. 
To amount paid for repairs to steamers ... 21,216.87 
To directors and auditors’ fees .. ........... 4,750.00 
Balance to be appropriated, viz :— 
Dividend at lu. per cent. on $ 96. 
$1,200,000 cei a. 120,000.00 
To be carried forward to new 
BOCOUNE i1eee ceccsccesetseeeee ee Aly 
— 161 538.86 
$187 505.73 


3th June, 1903. 


Cr. -¢ G 
By amount brought forward from last ac- 


COUNE ...ceeeee eee . 25,552. 6 
Slat Dec., 1903. 
By net earnings of steamers .................. 66,838.04 
By interest on investments ..................... 45,685.73 
By transfor foe ooo... .... ccc ccc ee cee uee cee eae ene 80.00 
By amount transferred from equalisation 
of dividend fund ..........cccccceeeeeeeee 50,0 00) 
$187,505.73 
“ —_—_—_—_— 
DEPRECIATION AND INSURANCE FUND. 
3lst Dec., 1903. Dr. $ 1c 
To Palance ).. cece cee cee ceceseeeecee ees cesses eee 634,000.60 
June . 63. : Cr. $ oo. 
By dmount at credit 0... 0......000 0 ...... .. 683,001.00 
QUALISAIION OF DIV.DEND FUND. 
3lst Dec., 19 3. Dr. $ oc. 
Yo amount trausferred to profit and loss 
ACCOUNE: oes kcbes ences eee ad Gadtnnceness 50,0 0.40 
Yo balance ........000005 ec cete eee cee creer eer eee oe 200,900,00 
$300 000.00 
8th June, 1908. Cr. $ o. 
By amount at credit. 0.0... sce cee ces seseee eee 300,000.00 


HONGKONG ROPE MANU- 
FACTURING CO. LD. 


The fpllowing is the report for presentation 
to the shareholders at the twentieth ordinary 
general meeting to be held at the office of the 
general managers on the 6th February at 11 
o'clock a.m. F 

~  The-net profit including the balance brought 
forward from last year amounts to $143,: 95.13, 
which it is proposed to appropriate as follows: 
‘—To place to reserve fund $15 000.00; to pay a 
dividend of 20 per cent., 1('U,000.00; to carry 
forward to the credit of next year's account, 
8,395.13. 

Consulting Committee.—In :ccordance with 
the arficles of association, Messrs, A. 
Raymond, D. E. Brown and J. 4. Lewis retire, 
but offer themselves for re-election. . 

Auditors.—The accounts have been audited 

’ by Messrs. T. Arnold and W, H. Potts, who are 
recommended for re-election. 


Tho accounts are as follows :— . 
PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT. 


Auditora’ fees oo... ooo c ee ceeseeceecaneee sevens sie 
Consulting committee’s fees... 4,000.00 
Tarbert os. se-sssccovee ssoversvessvsenceessneee ase 11'78.95 
- Depreciation for 1903 written off ............. 15,711.62 
B sabeatsesdedsdeuoccee: . LecGieud sekeeveds . 128,895.18 
$144,685.00 
~ ee « $ oc. 
Balance brought forward from 1902 ......... 3,5 ‘1.86 
eo of working account ................. 131,183.14 
$144,685,00 
BALANCE-SHEET. 

Capital 40,000 shares at $50 paid if 
pital i : 500,000.00 
Reserve fond’. ..... ee 35,000.00 
“Bundry orelitors 0... cece cecerneee 7,518.08 
Due gencral m 963,78 


‘Hongkong and 8%hai Banking Corporation 19,749.33 


Balance of profitand loss account............ 123,395.13 


Land, factory, machinery, &c. 
Expended on additions and exten-. 


Sundry debtors.........0...... savaebusieaseen ces 
Cash at factory a dang tbave ced vet (hackieiberd es 
Investment of reserve fund ; in 8,890 shares 


(instructed by Mr. 
Deacon, Looker and De 
in support of a motio 
death of Captain David D. U’Keefe of the 
Santa Cruz. Mr. H. tursthouse of Messrs. 
Dennys and Bowley, solicitors, watched the 
case on behalf of the widow and davghter, both 
of whom are in America. 


ship’s leave to presume the death of Cuptain 


_O’ Keefe. ss having occurred on or about 31st 
May, 1901. 


J ‘Islands, at Yap, one of the most westerly of the 
* |. group, a little south of Lat. 10 and about Long. 


| on board had bean heard of. 


detonators. As his Lords 
the'second affidavit there was. 
Hongkong Observatory: to ‘the® effec 


AsazTs. 


» _$ o. 
as per last account. .......... 258,000.00 © 


aions to 81st December,1913 2,711.62 | violent typhoon had occtirre 
: H in the path of the Sunta‘C “her. ; 
oat $60,711.62 Yop. Un the 15th “and - 16th Mr; Figg: of* th 
Less depreciation}................. NG seaiee Observatory reported that: a typ god “¢ ia 
Rope, hemp, &«. in factory, valned at... .. 195,545.19 the Philippines from the Paciti 
Reps, on consignment, vaiue.at ...... ........ 153 075.0) | Which would take the typhoon th hthe 
Fire insurance promia, account 1904 ......... 1,746.72 | Sea in the midst of the Philippine: archi elag: 


Then it got into the China Sea west of Min 
and was still in the Chinu Sea west of the islan!- - 
of Luzon, at that time moving north. On: the: 
L9th the typhoon had got farther north, still 

to the west of, the Balintang Channel aid 
was re-curving ‘to the north-east. “On -t 
next jday the typhoon apparently returned to: 
the Pacific through the Bashes Channel; These: 
-two bhannels together? formed the Formoss- 
Channel. They did not know whether on this 


hina Provident Loan. & Mortgage 
Cig Lae ass sSeaveieade ceeds Sides eipbieriiccc: 


SUPREME COUBRT. 
‘Saturday, 23rd: January. 


Yap by the west of Luzon or by the suuth of 
Eason through the Sulu Sea. Apparently the 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTIUN. to course was by the south of Luzon 


Berozy His Honour Siz WILLIAM 
M. Goopman (CHIEF JUSTICE). 


during the northerly monsoon and by the other 
channel during the southern, Whatever route 
the Santa Cruz followed she would almost: 
certainly have encouhtered this typhoon. The 
average time for the voyage to Yap was about 
52 ‘days, and the minimum about four weeks. 
If she went by tha Sulu Sea she would probably 
meet the typhoon coming up just as she got to: 
the south of Mindoro, The weather report in 
the (Gazette was that easterly winds were 
prevailing at this time making it more probable — 
that jthe Santd Cruz went south by which sho — 
would get to Mindoro Strait about the 15th or 
16th hen the typhoon came through. = 

His Lordship— Has anybody bee: to YapP © 

Mr, Sharp—Yes, several people- have been. 
Thera isa regular service from Singapyre and 
now there is a stevmer ruaning direst from 
Hongkong to tue Cardlines calling at Yap, 
though it was not at that time. ; eae 

Hi Lordship—What is the most recent news © 
you have got P ; 

Mi. Sharp said the most recent news was in 
October last from Yap: Since May the 
petitioner had got several letters from there, the. 
last of which was dated February, 1908. This. 
was filed on 15th May, 1908. Since May, 1901, 
he had received several letters stating that 
Captain O’Keefe had never returned to the 
Carolines: nor had his ship been seen by other 
ships trading to that group and the southern 
BOBS. 

His Lordship said it amounted to this, that 
neither Captain O’Keefy nor his two sons had 
been heard of. There were also on board a 
Scandinavian, Mr. Hoff, a Mr. Gillespie, and 
a Chinese carpenter who seemed tv Lave 
been accepted by his family as dead. Of cours’ | 
the general proposition was that you required 
to wait seven years before you could get 
presumption of a man’s death. . 

Mr, Sharp remarked that that period had 
been very much cat down. He could refer his 
Lor.Jship to a case where presumption of death 
was made after three years, There was a case . 


PRESUMPTION OF A SEA-CAPTAIN’S DEATH. 
Mr. E. H. Sharp, K.u., barrister-at-law 
Viptor Deacon of Messrs, | 
eda. solicitors), appear-d 

for leave to swear the 


Mr. Sharp said the motion asked his Lord- 


There was no opposition to the 
motion, It was the desire of all parties that 
the death should be presumed, 

His Lordship—The two sons were on board |. 
the ship also ? 

Mr.-Sharp—Yes. There were other children 
of the family, he went on to say, in Yap, in the 
Caroline Islands. There was only one child of 
the family in America; that was the married 
daughter. The Americin wife was still living. 
This application was made o1 behalf of Mr. 
George P. Lammert who was the Hongkong 
execatdr appointed by Captain O'Keefe by his 
will and codicils, and there were before his 
Lordship affidavits made by Mr. Lammert und 
Mr, Deacon giving the particulars of a violent 
typhoon which ocourred at the time in question.- 

His Lordship—What struck me in this 
affidavit was that they say that on the 3rd May 
captain O'Keefe left Hongkong. : 

Mr, Sharp. explained that he cleared on the 
3rd but actually sailed on the 7th. The boat 
was delayed. The testator, Captain O’ Keefa, 
lived for very many years in the Caroline 


-3°-139; that was a little way south of the 
Philippine Islands. Captain O’Keefe ad 
there and amassed a very cousiderable fortune 
Yap was 1,500 to 2,00 ' miles distant from Hong- 
kong. The property, valued on @lst May, 
19u1, at over $120,000, was at the time of 
Captain O’Keefe's death in Hongkong, -which 
he had been in the habit of very frequently 
visiting ou his schooner the Santa Cruz during 
his long residence at Yap. It wasa small and 
rather old boat, 92 tons Vurden, and at least 30 
ears old at the time of the voyage in question 
inasmuch as they knew that this was the boat 
formerly called the Southern Cross on which 
Bishop Paterson was murdered in the South 
Seas in 1871, Therefore in 1901 th- schooner 
must have been at least 36 years old. In the 
year 1890 on the occassion of one of his visita 
to Hongkong Captain O’Keefe made the will 
which was now before his Lordship and also 
two codioils in 1895. By one of those codiocils | 
Mr. Lammert was appointed Hongkong 
executor in lieu. of the previous one. In May, 
190!, Captain O'Keefe was again in 
Hongkong and on the 3rd of that month, 
according to the MHarbour-master’s books, 
the Santa Cruz oleared for Yap. Four days 
later she was: towed out of Hongkong Harbour, 
since which time neither the ship nor anybody- 
‘he cargo con- | f 
sisted of a quantity of dynamite; fuses and: 


upon that. There were no special circumstances. 
‘I'he case he was going to cite was almost on all- 
fours with this, the case of a missing ship—re , 
Matthews, 77 Law Times Reports, p. 63),. * 
His Lordship said that it seemed to him that - 
if 50 or 60 years ago seven years was a reason- 
able time when it took’ four or five months for 
information to travel from India’ and a voyage 
out here was a matter that made a man almost 
a marvel, the time might reasonably be shorten. 
ed, what with the pg We emer 80 on, © 


particular voyage Captain O’Keofe went to - ; 


in 1898 of that kind, but he was not going to rely =. 


| 


| ‘ 


if 
i 
} 


‘was t.ot insured, nor the cargo either, on this 


Reporls, 1885 ; and Watson and King, 4 Camp- 
bell, p. 272. ‘The last case was dated 1815. A 
sailing ship 0. a voyage from Jamaica to Eng- 
land’ was last seen ut sea on 7th March, 181}, 
and letters of administration were produced in 
Cour! on [4th December, 1815. ‘his casa was 
referred to ‘iu Saylor asa authority on this 
point. In the case of Hutton this was a 
saling ship from Manila to London. Shea 
started in July, 1835, and was nt heard 
of again. In February, 1837, the Court 
presumed the death of the captain. In 
the case of Alston (1892) a sailing ship from 
Liverpool to Peru was last heard of on 6th 
September, 1890, and eighteen months later 
leave was given to presume deith. In the case 
of Johnson—it was also a sailing ship case—she 
was last heard of on 2nd February, 1897, and on 
20th December next year leave was given to 
swear dea h. They. only asked for leava to 
swear death. There were some questions about 
the will -vhich they did not enter into at all 
just now. 

Mr. Lammert then went into the box and 
gave formal evidence to the effec: that the ship 


particular voyage. 

His Tedehip said he would give leave to 
swear death as having occurred on or since 7th 
May, 1901. ‘This was a case which did not 
come before the Court in Hong ong often. It 
seemed that the ordinary lnw was that when a 
man bad not b-en heard of for a period of seven. 
years his death mipht be presumed, but there 
seemed to be exceptional: cases in which 
death had been presumed ata less period, aud 
among those cases he had been referred to four 
of which Alston was of comparatively recent 
date. There the ship was last heard of on 6th 
September, 1890, and he found that in March, 
1892, about eighteen months afterwards, the 
President gave Jeave after hearing c.unsel: to 
swear the death as having occurred on or after 
6th September when the ship was last heard of. 
He did not think he would be doing anybody 
any injustice by following the course in that 
case, and therefore he gave leave to swear death 
as- having occurred on or after 7th May, 19111, 
which was the date when the ship actually left 
Hongkong Harbour, having taken out her 
clearance some four days previously. Probate 


’ would be dealt with. separately. 


The Court adjourned. 


Monday, 25th January. 


In ORIGINAL JURISDICTION. 


t ‘ 
Berozz His Honovugr Sirk WILLIAM 
M. Goopman (CHIEF JUSTICE.) 


PAU LEUNG AND OTHERS v. POW KWOK 
: CHIU. 

This was a case which was last before the 
Court on 10th September, 1402. Plaintiffs’ 
claim as legatees under the will, dated 20th 
January, 1876, of Pow A.Tai, alias Pow Mun 
Chun deceased, was to have the estate of Pau 
A Tai administered, defendant being sued. as 
executor of the deceased. Mr E. H. Sharp, 
K.C., barrister-at-law (instructed by Mr. John 
Ha tings. solicitor), appeared for the defendant. 
Theo plaintiffs were unrepresented, but one of 
them, Pau Ping, appeared personally, 

The plaintiffs’ claim in the first instance was 
to have an account taken of the estate of the 
deceased and of all the belongings and transac- 
tions by the defendant with or without 


. peference to the said estate. When the case 


caine before the Court originally a reference 
was made to Mr. Brace Shepherd, the Official 
Receiver, and it was adjourned pending his 
report. , 

In. the petition it was stated that the 
laintiffs were the three sons of Pau A Tai who 
3 his will of 1876 bequeathed his property to 


the defendant in trust to be divided in equal 


shares, amongst his sons on their attaining 
18 years of age, and appointed defendant as 
exeoutor. The defendant thereby obtained 
possession of property in Hongkong, being the 
estate of the testator, of over $41,000 in value, 
though the defendant in his application for 
probate of the will swore the value of the estate 


7 


f 
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to be under $6,000, The property consisted of | 
two parcels of land, Inland Lots Nos. 239 and 280, 

the Kworg Yuen compradore shop io Jubilee 
Street, of which the testator was the sole owner, 
and other property, including shares iu shops, 
cargo-boats, money, jewelry and personal 
effects. He had refused 'o give the plaintiffs 
any proper accounts of his dealings with the 
said property and had wilfully and fraudulently 
concealed from them the true amount and value 
of the property left to them by the testator and 
had lost by negligeuce or by unauthorised and 
improper inveatmen(s or had converted to his 
| own use the larger portion of the property. 
Out of the property, with the exception of a 
small allowance prior to the plaintiffs granting 
defendant a. release from all claims with re- 
ference to the estate, the plaintiffs had re- 
ceived from ,the defendant no more than 

Tolan! Lot No. 239, which was sold for 
$4,700. On 15th “April, 1893, the defen- 
dant. without disclosing to the rlaintiffs the 
true value of the testator’s property or his 
dealings therewith, fraudulently induced the 
plaintiffs to execute a release to him from all 
claims, accounts or deminds.concerning the 
estate. He stated that the only pr-perty was 
Inland Lot No, 23% and one-half of the Kwong 
Yuen shop. At the date of ths execution of 
ths release the plaintiffs were under the age of 

21 years. They prayed that the release be set 
aside, that an account be taken of the estate 
and of tho dealings and transactions by the 

dofendant with or without refer:ncs to the said 
estate, and that the defendant be ord red to pay 
the pluintiffs such sums, together with com- 
pound interest at the rate of 8 per cent. per 
annum, as on the taking of the account might 
be found to be dne from the defendant to the 
plaintiffs. 

In his answers defendant denied that the 
estate included car+so-boats or jewelry except: 
a gold watch, or wasof the value of 3$4!),000. | 
He had rendered to the plaintiffs frequent and - 
proper accounts of his executorship. From the 
time he became executor until the division of 
the estat, he devoted the whole of ths income 
arising from the estate to the support and 
education of the plaintiffs; and as the income 
was insufficient for that purpose he supple- 
mented it from his own money to the amount 
of $6,571. When the estate was divided and 
the release executed, the defendant gave the 
plaintiff a full and complete account of the 
executorship and the plaintiffs signed their 
approval, 

Mr. Sharp, K.C., said io his opening 
statement that this was an action for the 
administration of the estate of Pan A ‘Tai in 
respect of which there had been a recent 
application in chambers. Plaintiffs were his 
sons, the beneficiaries under his will. There 
was a reference to Mr. Bruce Shepherd and 
certain accounts were directed, Mr. Bruce 
Shepherd being appointed special referee. His 
certificate was filed on the 18th December, 1903,. 
He (Mr. Sharp) was now asking his Lordship 
to approve of that certificate and on the strength 
of that to enter judgment for the defendant. 
This was a matter of great importance to the 
defendant, who was a man of good standing in 
Hongkong, an honourable! man of good position, 
who only wished to clear himself of the reckless 
and unjustifiable charges of fraud which ware 
made against bim in this action. Defendant, 
as his Lordship would see from the certificate, 
had proved that he accepted this executorship 
when the plaintiffs were young children. 
The estate was at that time sither insolvent 
or practically so. Defendant managed the 
estate und worked the businesses belonging 
to the testator for 17 years, producing some- 
thing like $35,000 from the businesses in 
{hat period. He maintained and educated these 
children until they attained the uve of 18 years, 
‘when under the will the estate was to be 
distributed. He then distribu'ed the balance 
in 18-3, when the youngest son had reached 
the age of 18, and seven years later than that, 
after scquiescing in the arrangement for 
seven years, plaintiffs brought this action. 
The plaintiffs’ whole case was one of fraud 
as appeared from the pleadings. The wo 

“fraud” appeared & very great number of times 
in the statement of claim. Defendant was said 
to have fraudulently concealed from the 
plaintiffs the true value of the property 
and fraudulently induced them to execute a 
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release; also that in that release the value 
of the property in Hanzkong was fal-ely and 
fraudulently stated be so and eo, - The 
referee's certificate showed that defendant’s- 
statement of facts was perfectly correct, that 
his division of the property was more than 
-honest—that was to say, h- made for.the plain- 
tiffs all that they lived on for 17 years, arc the 
certificate showed algo that the division was 
mde and the release dened when the youngest 
son reached the age of 17 years, according to 
the will. An acknowledgment from.the sons 
was got and though defendant never stood upon 
that’ he said he was bound to, take it when the 
youngest son reached the age of 17, according 
to the terms of the will. Defendant swore the 
estate at $6,000 although it was only $4,000. Mr. 
Bruce Shepherd found it was only worth $5,000, 
and was burdened with debts to the amount of 
$9,000; so that it was absblately insolvent. 
Compound interest was asked’ for on the basis 
of fraud. In counsel's statement at the former 
hearing of the case the point of fraud was 


strongly enforced. : 


His Lordship said he thought according to 
his recollection that the plaintiffs said they could 
not do anything while this release continued and 
they asked that it be set aside After enquiry 
plaintiffs’ solicitor, Mr. ‘I'homson, when he had 
heard the evidence withdrew the allegation of 
dishonesty, admitting that it was groundless ; 
and Mr. Bruce Shepherd referred to that in his 
cartificate, also submitting that plaintiffs’ case . 
of fraud was wholly groundless. Defendants 
asked for judgment and costs. At the same 
time there was a technical flaw in the defendants’ 
case. The executor should have asked the Court 
to fix the remuneration which he should have 
for carrying on the business instead o° fixing it 
himself. and therefore the plaintiffs had got 
something to go upon. 


“Mr. Sharp said he would ask his Lordship to 
grant a remuneration, Mr. Bruce Shepherd 
having found that the defendant was entitled to 
remuneration. : 

His Lordship —That would make a variation 
of the certificate, . n 

Mr, Sharp—They have asked for a variation 
of the certificate. 

His Lordship—I think the safest way would 
be to give judgment and costs.- — 7 
Pow Ting, one of the plaintiffs, was then put 
into the box. He stated that he had aathori-ed 

bis brother to bring this action. {_ | 


His Lordship, addressing Pow Ting, said 
that on 22nd January, 1876, his father died and 
left the defendant Pau Kwok Chiu as executor. 
Probate of the will was granted on Iith 
Fetrnary, 1876. to thedefendant. Atthattime 
Pow Ting and his two brothers were small boys 
and that: part of their father’s business which 
related to getting contracts from the gaol was 
worth $400, as had been expressly stated by Mr. 
Bruce Shepherd. If thé executor, as he’ might 
very well have done had he not had the sons’ 
interest, at heart, had sold {hat busiuess it 
would have fetched $400, But that business 
was carried on by the executor in the interests 
of the family, and there was a very personal 
element there, for the executor had to secure 
the contract from year to year as the tenders 
were put up. He carried it on for a great 
many years and the plaintiff Pow Ting and his 
brothers got a sum of some $7,000. There was 
only one technical flaw in the executor’s conduct 
that his Lordship could. discover. Instead of 
taking three-tenths, which was a very reason- 
able sum indeed,: for his trouble and risk in the 
matter, if he had asked the Court to fix for him 
the remuneration, and the Court had allowed 
him, which he thought would have been a reason- 
able sum, about $5U a month for carrying ou the 
business, that would have been $600 a year and 
in 17 yearsthat figure would have cometo $10,200. 
With regard to all tho rest of the property, 
in his opinion, acting upon the uachallenged 
report of thesp« cial referee, Mr. Brace Shepherd, ~ 
who had gone very carefully into this matter, he 
found the executor had done his full duty by 
the three boys. He had dons a great deal more 
indeed than most executors would have done. 
The will directed the property to go to the three 
boys wh-n they had arrived at the age of 18 
He supposed the father thought they would have 
sufficient wisdom by that time to deal with the 
property. Asa matter of fact theexecator did 
give them the property at that date. 15th April, 
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1893, and look from the three boys a full release 
which they all signed. If they had acted rightly 
and properly, as it now appeared, they would 
have been perfectly content with what had been 
done for them and would have, thanked their 
executor for the administration of the estate 
which had been put in his charge. Instead of 
that they issued a writ on 12th April, 1900, 
seven years after {hey had given this release, 
when they were at least -5 years of age. There 
they charged the executor with all sorts of 
frand, stealing the estate from them, and having 
practically swindled tham right and left, They 
asked in the first place to have the release set 
aside because they were under 21 years of age 
when it was made, because it was obtained -by 
fraud. The rel ase was set aside naturally by 
the Court on the allegations that had been made, 
and as if was pr.ved that they were under age 


when it was made it was held invalid and- the- 


executor was ordered to pay the costs so far as 
they had been incurred in the setting aside of he 
release, His Lordship was bound to say that 
if he had known us much about the cege then as 
he did now. he would not have made the execu- 
tor pay the costs at all. But at that time all 
that was before him were these fraudulent 
char to the effect that the execntor had 
taken out a full release from the three boys 
under age, which was, not a wise proceeding on 
his part, Having set aside the release and so 
made the wh le accounts open, both parties agreed 
to have acconnts taken b. Mr. Bruce Shapherd, 
a very experienced man, as special referee. 
Naturally, of course, this had caused the 


_ executor a great deal of trouble and worry. 


After a year's work Mr. Bruce Shepherd 
had been able to give his certificate as 
_to the state of these accounts. Accord- 


ing to his account the execut r had paid over | 


all that he ever ought to have paid over, if not 


more. Thy pleintiffs’ own solicitor, after he had 
Bruce 
Shepherd, admitted that there was uo founda- 
tion at all for the allegations of fraud,which would 
not have been made if he had known as much 
as hé knew after the accounts had been gone into. 
Now the case came on for further{consideration, 
and he was asked to giveadecision upon the 
certificate of the special referee appoiuted at the 
If plaintiffs had had 
counsel representing them the only point he 
could object to in that certificate of the special: 
referee was that the speci«l referee had passed 
over or allowed a sum which the executor had 
share «f re- 


heard the evidence taken before Ir. 


request of both parties, 


taken as remuneration —his 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
- Tuesday, 26th January, 


In SumMAry JorispicTion, 


Berors His Honour A. G. Wise 
(Purang Jupar).. 
aes Ieee 
OGDENS LIMITED IN LIQUIDATIOV. 
Mr. J. Scott Harston, of Messrs. Ewensand 
Hariton, solicitors, appeared in support of an 
appeil’by the British American Tobacco Com- 


puoy, Limited, as assignees of Ogd 
Limit ‘a trade mark in Hongkong ye 
adjudicaiion of stamp duty. Mr F.BOL 


Bowley, Crown Solicitor, appeared for the 
respondeit, Hon, L. A. M Johnston, the 
Acting Ollector of Stamp Revenus. 


Itappers thatou 19th J 
1908 eee uoe of last year, 


transferr4 


undr the Irder in Council of June 3, 1903. 
the considration being nominal, Appellants 


! appaled asainst this adjudication, and asserted 


thatthe dity should be only $6, the considera- 
tiorbeing not nominal, 


( 


= 


coh ment, that thie was a very valuable trade- 
mark. 


was a nominal consideration. 


His Lordship said be thought the appeal 
eo 


: : : must succeed. The Collector appeared to have 
eae es ape dia te : emote taken the view that this colareed (3 gdens «ll 
did aot thick it was Me. Beelepee over the world instead of Hongkong|alone. He 
In te. way entries such as this were 


puto the Gazette. He would be very glap 
to low who was at fault. The Stamp 


Colltor had adjudged $10 on something that | tion, - 


was iblished in the Gazette at 
1903 \\ell, he found first of all that it was 
head Order made by the Governor in Council 
unddhe provisions of Ordinince No. 18 of 
189° Tt did not give any section. This was a 
things had repeatedly complained about, that 
you li to look. through a whole Ordinance to 


“unde: Looking at Section 6 of the Stam 


sevenb-sections under which he could maku 
rules nd regulations. It was perfectly 
imposle for him to say under which one he 
had m the order, though there was a thiog at 
the ¢ for the general working «of this 
Ordinee, That was not right, because sup- 
posinge validity of these rules and regulations 
came ore the Court they would not know 
under .at section to go: The Court wanted 


find it what- section a case was brought | It 


muneration —for carrying on the busiaess 
for 17 yesurs. If counsel had taken that 
objection—+ven if his Lordship had allowed 
it on argument—the only result would 
have been -that his Lordship would havé 
said that technically the executor ought to 
have applied to the Court for remuneration, 
and he would allow that {o bea amended; he 
would adjourn the case and allow the executor 
to make an application now for such remunera- 
tion for his work as the Court thought fit to 
grant. But he learned from the special referee 
himself that he thought that somewhere about 
$50 a month wou'd have been a fair amount, so 
that if he sent it back to the referee for altera- 
tion the referee would have put iu ag much 
remuneration and his Lordship would have 
allowed it.. But that would be an’ useless 
expense on a mere technicality. It was his 
opinion that a Judge should always try as 
much as possible to do substantial justice 
between man and man, leaving to technicali- 
ties their due place,,and remembering that 
technical rules were only made to further the 
general administration of justice. On the 
whole, therefore, he had come to the conclusion 
that subject to anything Pow Ting had to say 
he would-allow the certificate und there would 
be decree for judgment in favour of the 
defendant and costs, these inoluding 
the whole costs of the action except those that 
had already been paid by the executor under the 
previous order of the Court for setting aside 
the release. There was no stain on the 
executor's character at all. Except that 
instead of asking the Court he helped himself 
. toareasonable amount which the Court would 
have allowed, there was no flaw in his defence. 
Pow Ting had nothing to say. 
- His Lordship entered judgment for the’ 
defendant and costs. S 
The Court adjourned. 


people give them the section ‘and sub-section 
when V put it in the Gazette. To take the 
first tk, Rule 19 of the Trade Mark Rules 
was atied, and in the Gazette of 1898 in the 
index found the heading “rade Marks,” 
He mudmit, however, he had since discovered 
it was Gr the heading “Orders in Council,” 
But théid not give the number of the page. 
He wotlike to have before him the person 
who Wesponsible for this. It had taken a 
whole ‘ning fo find out what they were 


_ Mr. Fton said that was due to differance 
in exchs, This was & summons on the 
part of assiguees that the assignment be 
adjudge(ye correctly stamped ad valorem, 
the dut!og $6 on » consideration of £100, 
such cor ation not being a nominal consi- 
deration 
His Luip—Your argument is that it is | 
not a mal but a substantial consideration ? 
Mr. -ton— Yes. - ; 
His Lhip—I may say I am with you as 
at preselvised, subject of course to anything 
the CroSolicitor has to say, and therefore | 
should lhe Crewn Solicitor's view as to this 
considen being nominal or not nominal, 
Mr. by remarked that the only queatién 


£100 weminal or not nominal. If it was 
nominal the Order in Council applied and 
the dut:$10 was correct. If it was not 
nominal; the ordinary rules applied and 
the ussi at must be stamped ad valorem. 
The arent had been made by the 
liquidate Ogdens, Limited. Ogdens was 
in liquidt 

_ Ht Lip said the liquidator has assigned ! 
the tratrk for £1u0 sterling. Was this 
& nomn& substantial consideration? —_ 


proceediupon. His Lordship then asked | 
“es how he had arrived at $6 instead [ 
: h i 


in this qvas whether the consideration of | * 


thing over $1090-—wasja substantial considera- . 

tion for Ogdens’ trade-mark in Hongkong 

alone, considering that Ogdens was in liquida- 
‘la therefore allowed the appeal and 


thought that £100 si aby Speaking, some- 


page 317 of | made an order that $6 be the amount of stamp 


duty. 
DISPOSAL OF FURNITURR. 

Lieut. G. Spicer Simsonu, H.M. Navy, sued 
Captain G. Gotsche for $211, Mr. H. K. 
Holmes, solicitor, appear d for the plaintiff, aud 
Mr, J. Hastings, solicitor, for the deféndant, 
appeared that when the plaintiff was 


Ordixce, 1901, you found that there na ce. ie a a 


e to the defendant for $350. Among 
the goods were some pieces that defendant 
did not want, aud in a letter which he 
wrote to plaintiff he specified these articles. 
Plaintiff's contention was that defendant had 
agreed to buy the whole of the furniture at the 
price mentioned. In the result defendant did 
not take the furniture. It was pat up to auc- 
tion and realised $139. Plaintiff olaimed the 
difference between this sum and the price origi- 
nally fixed upon—$211.. 

His Lordship gave judgment for the defen- 
dant and costs. ; 
The Court adjourned. 


Wednesday, 27th January. 


In SUMMAkY J URISDICTION. 


BeForr His Honour A. G. Wiss 
(Puisne Jupes.) 


CLAIM BY A. ROSS AND Co. 

There was again called the case in which 
Messrs. A. Ross & Co., 4, Des Vooux Road 
Central, sued the Ching Hop firm; Wing Lok 
Street, for $708.11, being loss on resale of wire 
rigging «f which the defendants refused de- 
livery. Mr. BE. A. Benner, of Messrs. Dennys 
and Rowley, solicitors, appeared for the 
plaintiffs, and Mr. J. Hastings, solicitor, for 
the defendants. j eis 

The claim was for damages in respect of a 
breach of contract for the sale of some wire 
rigging. The contract was dated 18th December, 
1902, and was for 50 tons of old wire rigging, 
of fair quality, not too much worn or rusted, and 
of as good quality-as possible, the goods to 
arrive by January or February shipments. De- 
fendants refused the goods on the ground that 
hey had ng been delivered within contract 
time, When the case was last before the Court 
on the 14th inst. an adjournment was made to 
allow of the attendance of Mr, Thomson to 
give evidence regarding the contract on behalf 
of the plaintiffs. . 238 a 

Mr. Bonner said he had had 4 letter from Mr. 
Thomeon stating that he was unable to attend 
through an affection of his eyesight. . 

His Lordship remarked that he thought 
laintiffs would have to pay the costs of that 
earing. ; : 


1 
' 


$2 THE HONGKONG WEEKLY PRESS AND 


Mr. Hastings asked whether it was any uso | petitioner was Mr. R. J. Mitchell, local mana- 
ger of ths Company. Servi-c bad heen made 
by advertisement and bv posting on the Court- 


m king a farther adj urnment? 

His Lordship replied that be did oot think it 
was. Hu was perteolly certain himself about 
the matter, subject to anything Mr. Bouner had 
to argue or Mr, Thomson should have said, He 
accordingly gave judgment for the defendants 
and costs, because te was of opinion that 
plaintiffe, did not carry out thelr coutract 
they should have delivered 50 tons within. a 


. certain time, whereas they offered only 20 tons. 


’ the public newspapers. 


Even’ supposing the defendants had taken deli- 

very of these 20 tons they could repudiate the 

whole contract if the whole 50 tons did not 

come within the proper time. 
The Court adjourned, 


Thursday, 28th January. 


In Oniainal. JURISDICTION. 


Berors His H.nove Sip Wituram M. 
Goopwan (CHItF JUSTICE). 


J. LLEWELLYN AND (0., SHANGHAI, 

Hon. H. EB. Pollock. K.C., barrister-at-luw 
(instructed by Mr. D. Piper, of Measrs. John- 
son, Stokes and Master, solicitors), appeared in 
support of a petition for the reduct.on of the 
capital of J. ‘Llewellyn & Co., Limited and 
Reduced, Shanyhai. This petition, he said, 
was made under Section 11 of (rdinance 1 of 
1877. He asked his Lordship to confirm the 
reduction of capital which had been passed by 
special resolution of the Company. From the 
affidavits his Lordehip would see that a certaia 
amount of capital had been lost or was unrepre- 
sented by available assets, and the special re- 
solution which was passed by the Company was 
that the capital be reduced from $! 20.000 divided 
into ],2G0 shares of $100 each to $72.0 0 divided 
"in 1,200 shares of $60 each, and that such reduc. 
tion be effected by cancelling capital wuich hud 
been lost or was unrepresented by available 
assets by reducing the nominal umount of the 
shares in the Coiapany's capital from $100 
to $60. ‘The advertisements directed by his 
Lordship to be made had been duly made in 
With regard to the 
creditors, the only creditor of the Company 
apart from the ordinary outgoings for: the 
working of the Company was the Chartered 


. Bank of India, Australia, aud China, and there 


was on record an affidavit by the manager of 
the Rank in Shanghai {o tho effect that be bad 
no objection to this proposed reduction of 


capital... 
His Lordship made an order confirming the 
resclation. 


Jn BANKRUPTCY, 
Brroze His Honour Sip WILLIAM Goon AN 
(CHIEF J CSTIC8). 
AN INSUFFICIENT ESTATE. 

In the:matter of Fung Ting, deceased, ex 
parte Leung Tsat Tai, Mr. H. K. Holmes, 
solicitor, appeared in support of an application 
for a receiving order. 

After hearing Mr. Holmes, 


His Lordship said he thought the petitioning 


houge door, as his Lordship had directed 
His Lordship said 


debtor owed his Company over $330 for 
delivered and money paid on his account. / 
His Lordship— What are the assets P 


Mr. Beavis—About $5,010, and they, are in 


Court. 
His Lordship made a receiving oder and 


appointed Mr. Bruce Shepherd Offcial Re- 


ceiver. 
-ABSCONDING DEBTORS. 

In the matter of Li Tsau Lap an another, 
ex parte the Sam Choy Briok, Tile a Timber 


Co., Ld, Mr. J. Hays, of Mesars,Johuson, - 
Stokes & Master, solicitors, appearedin support 
of an adjourned application for , receiving 


order. 

The creditors had supplied the dbtors ‘rom 
time fo time with materials, bricks, tc.. fo the 
urposes of their contiactors’ busimess ; ad in 
Taly of list year there was a onsidrable 
balancs due from the firm to ths orettors 
They began a suit for tha rec wry ¢ this 
balance, aguins these two debtors. buta the 
writ being served they disappeared, and rthing 
could be heard of them since. The chiefnoney 
that could be counted as agssetn was anm of 
$2,00:1 odd dua to the Shing Kee firm ider a 
coutract. for the building of a house r Mr. 
Murray Bain. He contracted with aertain 
firm for this work, and they transfert their 
contract by muans of a sub-contract to ttShing 
Kee firm. The Shing Kee was comsed of 
several partners, but the two debtors 2re the 
only ones that were known to the acantant 
of the business, and they really did all + Work. 
The money owing from Mr. Murray tin had 
already been attached, bat Mr. Murv Bain 


did not know to whom to pay it.At the’ 


previous hearing two weeks before hisordship 
pointed out that in an action agat these 
absconding debtors it had been decid elready 
that this money did not belong tothe As he 
was not satisfied that there were antesets in 
this case he declined on that occasioto make 
an order. 

His Lordship, after again hearing?. Hays, 
granted an interim receiving order. 

k, A. COLLINS'S BANKRUP* 

In the matter of Robert Aloys Collins, 
ex parte the debter, debtor appear: Or public 
examination in bankruptcy. ; 

Mr. Bruce Shephard, Official Re ©’, stated 
that Mr. Collins had made an arra: nent with 
his creditors to pay them in fulat if wa: 
necessary first to hold the public etination, 

Debtor stated in evidence tha? was an 
electrical engineer. He had ‘ced on the 
“ Dragon” cycle busi es, startinith a capi- 
tal of about $2,000. Threyears ago 
he began to get into difficull He got 
into debt through falling «ange and 
bad debts. He borrowed mo in June, 

1903—$500 and $432. The mowas for the 
carrying out of electrical contraend he spent 


it was udvertised - fn 
the. Daily Telegraph because he hed been ad- 
vertising freely in that paper, aud his Lord-hip 
theught it most likely he would see that paper. 

Mr. F. J. Mitchell gave evidence that/the 


ods 


the money in buying chemicals other mer- 
chandise, He owed $236.60 for:r; this wa- 
more commission than anythiog®. All his 
creditors were wanting to be paid here were 
13 creditors. The liabilities w1,965, and 
his assets conaisted of $5001t he had 
already paid; and be proposed »ay $50 a 


” ogreditor was entitled to an order. The appli- 
cation was made under Section 81, Sub-section 1 
of the Bankruptcy Ordirance 20 cf 1891, 
by a creditor who showed that the estate 
of the deceased was insufficient for pay- 
ment of the debts, and accordingly presented 


a petition for administration of the esta e a 
of ths deceased person; the Conrt, if satis- month out-of his contracts, ii pre. 
fied that the estate was insufficient. should perty except his earnings. fF Dragon 


cycle business was so d, . f 

Mr, Bruce Shopherd said thditors were 
ie to accept this arrangt. They 
woul ibe paid in instalments ¢ per cent. 
each instalment. ; 

The debtor added that he ind to settle 
up as quickly as possible 
- The examination was closed, 
. The Court/adjourned. 


make anorder accordingly. The amount which 
had been filed showed him that the estate was 
insufficieat for the payment of the debts, and 
armission was given when this case came 
before him last time to serve either some person 
who had taken out letters of adnfMnistration or 
the Official Receiver ; that had been eured by 
service upon the Official Receiver. He made 
an order accordingly, Mr. Bruce Shepherd to be 
Official Receiver, and directed the coats of 
this application to come out of the estate. 
LE MUNYON'S BANKRUPTCY. 

Inthe matter of C. E. le Munyon, ex parte 
the New York Export and Import Company, JUDGR), 
Mr. C. B. Beavis, of Messrs. ‘Wilkinson and CLAIM BY CONTRERAS. : 
Grist, solicitors, appeared in support of-an| ‘Tho Yow Leo firm, contr, 28 High 
application for a receiving order. He said the Street, sued Tsoi Tsung, 38ieen’s Road, 


——— —— 


In Summary JURISDN. 


Brrorz His Honour A. GsE (PUIsNe 


(a anuary 80, 1904. | 


trading as the Hop Sing Kung Tes, for $965.97, 
being balances due for work and labour done and 
niaterials supplied in respect of the buildiags on 
Marine Lot 185. Mr. BE. J. Grist of Measts. 
Wilkinson & Griat solicitors, was for the plein- 
tiffs, and Mr. R. Hardin», of Messrs, Ewena & 
Harston, solicitors, for thedefendant. The case 
was last heard on 12th inst. 


His Lordship after hearing farthor evidence — 


gave judgment for the 


plaintiffs for $100 and 
costs. ; 


Lomugpenusmtens potent 


THE MEDICAL MISSIONA 
“SOCIETY’S HOSPITAL. 


The sixty-fifth annual meeting of this society 
was held at Cantonin the College Amphitheatre, 
adjoining the Hospital, on January 20th, 1904. 

There were present:—Rev. E, Z. Simmons, 
D.D., senior, Wice-President, in the chair: 
Hon. liobert M. McWade, United States 
Consul-General ; Mr. E. Wyon, Mr. P. T. Allen 
Mr. Rankin Leslie, Dr. W. D. Shelby. 
Mr. J. N. Anderson, Revs. ©. A, 
Nelson, 8. G. Tope, H. EB. Anderson, R. 5B, 


Chambers, W. D. Noyes, H. V. Noyes, D.D., . 


H. Keall, E. Dewstoe, A. J. Fisher, J. J. 
Boggs W. W. Clayson, H. J. VonQuallin. 
Paul J. Todd, M.D., Dr. 8o To Ming, Dr; 
Nye Sik Pang, and J. M. : wan, M.D., 

Mr. Allen, Mr. Leslie, Dr. Shelby, and 


Mr. Anderson were asked to sit asoorrespond- . 


ing members. ; 

‘he Financial reports of the Hospital were 
submitted and upproved. The following is an 
‘abstract. ; 

Receipts, $13,216.10 i) expenditure, $13,142.36, 
balance in hand, §2/3.64. The’ secretary, 
in presenting the annual Report, said that tho 
work of the Hospitat had been carried on 
uninterruptedly during thu~past year, and 
showed geod progress and good results, A 
larger attendance and w grealer number of 
major operations marked the year's work, Tho 
installation of a new water-supply and the 
erection cf the new College building increased 
the work and respousibility ‘of the physicians, 
whose time is well filled with the increasing de- 
mand for their services. A hospital store-room has 
been established and furnished with all medical 
requisites, which are only issued on orders sign- 
ed by one of the physicians, this system having 
considerably curtailed the expenditure sir.ce its 
initiation. Ths new medical college has been 
e mpleted and is one of the marks of Canton, 
the !uilding being in every wa- well adapte 
for the use fur which it is required. The College 
prospectus recently issued gives all details of 
thia department, For the establishment of this 
college $17,000, from local sources alone, wero 
subscribed, and the thanks of the sommittee is 
tendered the subscribers. , 

The evangelistic work continues as briskly as 
ever, and finds ready helpers among those who 
have been patients in the Hospital. 

It is noted that this year completes a half- 
century of continuous managem-nt of the 
work by physicians supplied by the American 
Board of Foreign Missions. 700,000 patients 
have been treated, and io the past five years 
alone 10,671 operations have been performed. 
About 24,000 cut, and 2,000 in-patients are 
now treated annually. Begining-in 1835, the 


«American Board of Commissioners of Foreign 


\'issionsand later the London Missiunary Society 
rendered noble service through their physi- 
cians, in establishing the Medical Missiona. 
Society's work, the effect and extent of whic. 
has been felt throughout this Empire, All 
honour be to those who through peace and war, 
storm and sunshine, stood true to the purposes 
of this the first and oldest organisation of its 
kind in modern times. The relation and ser- 
vices of the American Presbyterian Board have 
been fittingly referred to in » recently publish- 
ed «rticle. 

The report of the Managing Committee was 
submitted by its secretary, the Rev. 8. G. Tope, 
who said that the Hospital had had s prosperous 
year. The buildings are periodically inspected, 
and found clean and iu a good state of repair, 
and no large expenditure is anticipated for their 
up-keep in the current year, A house adjoining 
the east side of the Hospital was offered at an 
unusually Jow figure, and as more spice was 
needed for the ing work, the house was 
purchased, and is being utilised. Improve- 
ments in the sanj conditions have helped 
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oF to make the work more efficient. Estimates for 
: the expenditure for the year 1904, amounting 
to $9,900, were submitied aud passed. Resolu- 

tions were passed r gretting the death of 

the Hon. Chas. teymour, for many years 

.. Vice-President of the Medical Missionary 

-) Society. The Board of Officers for the ensuing 

year Wns constituted as followa:— President— 
v. BR. H. Graves, M.D. D.D. Viee- 
Presidenis—Hev. H. V. Noyes, D.1'., Rev. 
E. Z. Simmons. D.D., R-v. C. Bone, 
Rev. 8. G. f'ope, Hon. Kubert Shewan, Hon. 
_- (7 Robert M. McWade, U.S. Consul-General, 
Acting H.B.M. Consul U. W. Campbell; Dr. 
Eiswaldt, German Consul. In the United 

‘ States, Mr. T. B. Cuvingham. In Hogland, 

“Mr. James Scott, Sir Thomas Juco son. Iu 
Europe, Mr: G. D. Fearon. In Germany, Dr. 

Lang. ‘Treasurer, Mr. Edwin A. Stanton, 
Secretary, John M, Swan, M.D. Auditor, Mr. 

Rankin Leslie, Managing Committee: Join M. 

Swan, M.D.,Mr. K. Wy :n, Rev.8. G. Top, Rev. 

E. Z. Simmons, D.D., and Mr, ttankin Leslie. 


ee 


ROYAL HONGKONG YACHT CLUB. 
if —__—__—___—__. 
SEVENTH CLUB RACE. ; 
The seventh club race in the champienship 
class was suiled onthe 23rd inst. over the 
following course : —Channel Rocks, Markbout in 
Quarry Bay, Cust Rooks Buoy, Channel Roo g, 
Markboat in Quarry Bay—all to starboard. 
The wind at the start was very light from tho 
SE. Vervon ;ot away first, followad by Elspeth 
and Aileen. Dione got into difficulties with the 
2 markb at, and was late over the ine. She then 
went ins arch of a fluke, hc ping thus to regain 
lost ground. but Inst much mors instead, und 
Was practically out of the rice, Vernon soon 
drew ont a substantia! lead, which she continued 
to increase throughout the race, and won easily, 
Elspeth being second, and Atleen third. 
ernon having won seven races out of the 
series of twelve has now secured the much- 
coveted championship priza, and her gallant 
owner is heartily to be congratulated on his 
success. He has established two records with 
the Vernon, for it is the. first time in tbe his- 
tory of the Club that a yacht has won the cham- 
pionship without suffering « single defeat, and 
itis also the first time that seven club rac s 
have been won consecutively by one yacht! 
Rear-Admiral Robinson had many disappoint- 
ments with the Vernon last season, aud ali 
yachtsmen are sincerely glad to see how con- 
spicuously his pitience and resource hava been 
rewarded. He tas succeded in tuning his lit le 
yacht up toa high pitch of excellence, as her. 
performunces this tvas:m testify. We under. 
stand that, unless disposed -of in the Colony. 
Vernon is likely too ntinue her carer in the 
, Seleut, While we should much like to ree 
7 her try:couclusivus in the able hands of her 
owner with Duet and other crac sin the Solent 
24-footer class, we sincerely trust that | cal 
Sportsmen will not allow this fine little yacht 
to lesve our own waters. 
In the one-desiga class the Erica and Min 
got the bes: of the start, the latter establishing 
a clear lead in Hunghom Bay, which she kept 
to the finish. she wind failed the Kathleen 
Just as she crossed th» line, and she was left by 
all the other boats, Shoe, however, closet up to 
the / rica on r-aching the markboat in Quarry 
Bay, und these two boats had a ding-dong .race 
_ the rest of the way home the Ericu eventually 
finishing afew lengths ahead, The times at the 
finish at Police Pier were :—. 


t a H. M. 8. 
Min ... . . 8 I9 80 
Mica... ue . 8 22 
Kathleen . & 22 Qi 
Bonito: sade? canto aco a. 2G OTS 
Colleen 38 29 


In the handicap class the Alaunah 
usoal; Iris aud Chanticleer tad an exviting 
fiuish, The line was crossed as follows :— 


. H.'M. 8, 
Alannah .. we ae 8 24 OU 
ne > ee 2) 
- Chanticleer we ae 8 87 35 
- Gloria ww BAR BH 
: Doreen... ke we BALE 20 
layne wee) ek . 3 45 +10 

A nice steady easterly breeze prevailed 


throughont the race, fresh in Kowloon Bay, but 
lighter in Hunghom Bay and in the harbour. 


¥ * 


| the German Club, Wilhelm II, German Emperor, 


53 
led ag. 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 
HONGKONG, 


It has been decided that the Cricket Club 


Capt.Gaunt rodeNarses onThursday morning. 
This is the first time that this had tons pared 
Derby favourite from Tiontsin has been stee ed 
by an Enropean. 

Ata meeting of Yorkshiremen held in the 
ante-room of the Gity Hall on the 28th inst.. Mr. 
W. Danby in th pe it was decided to have 
s Yorkshire Dinner ou the 7th March. Mr, 
Arthur Chapman was appointed Hon. Secre- 
tary. A sub-committee was appointed to carry 
out the arrangements. { 

The steamer Rosetta Sfaru has been taken by 
the sepa Goveroment and her service be- 
tween Hongkong and Manila will be temporarily 
withdrawo, Duriug her absance from the 
service, however, one or more substitutes are 
expected to take her placa shortly. The Rohilla 
Maru has vlready ‘eft for Japan. 

A Naval Football League match took place 
in the Happy V lley on ‘I'hursday between the 
Ocean and Albion teams. ‘The Albions were 
no match for their opponents, who seemed to 
enjoy playing’in the prevailing high wind and 
scored a fairy easy victory. A large naval 
crowd, with u sprinkling of soldiers, watched 
the game. Z 

A Chinaman was put in the stooks last Satur- 
day, as part of his punishment for larceny, but 
when he had been there one hour |.e collapsed 
from hunger. ‘The inspector of police at whose 
station the mun was placed, acting tl part sd 
a good Samaritan, s-nt toa near-by baker and 
purchased 12 b‘scuits four inches square und 2 
inches thick, and a lib, loaf «f bread. Tha 
hungry ‘binuman consumed tho lot at once, 
and then, like Oliver, asked for more, 

The 27th inat., being tha Lirthday of the Kui- 
ger, was suitably celebrated by the German com- 
munity. Business offves, of course, had to 
remain open, but the holiday was observed with 
fall honou s on 8 M.8. Moewe. In the evening 
a musical entertainment was held by the 
Moewe's crow at the Kowloon Dock reading- 
room, and later a birthday dinner was given at 


and King of Prussia was born in 1859, and 
became German Emperor in June 1888. 

The following Hongkong Volunteer pro- 
motions have been made :—Bombr. B. W. Grey 
is promoted Corporal with effect from 2nd 
January, 1904, vice: Corporal B. C. M. Johnson, 
struck off the strength; Bombardier R. 8. 
Piercy is promoted Corporal with effect from 
17ih January ,1904, vice Corporal C. H. P. Hay, 
resigned; Gunner H. K. Holmes is promoted 
Bombardier with effect from 2nd January, 1904, 
vice Bomb rdier Grey, promoted; (Gunner 


effect from 17th January, 1904, vice dombardier 
Piercy, promoted. 


15) Chinese wh) had poue over to South 
America on representations made to them that 
they would be able to maka much aoney there, 
Their ages ranged from 60 to 97 years. As 
they were in sore distress the Chinese Corisul 
there was applied to, and ag the result of a sub- 
scription which was set on foot a sailing-ship 
was chartered to carry them back to China. 
On the voyage contrary winds were oen- 
countered. Tle ship’s provisions ran out 
and a condition of starvation appears to have 
reigned on board. Many of the passengers 


died at sea, and on arriyal here som+ who were | 


suffering from the effects of want of food were 
seut to the Tung Wa Hos;ital, where also a 
pumber of deuths occurred. Altogether the 
deaths numbered about 40. 

( etailx of the blake scholarship are now to 
hand. When Sir Henry Bluke left the Colony 
‘eading Chinese pentlemen promised to subscribe 
two scholarships f r Chinese to baar his name, 
and a large committee, with priacipal officars 
as follows, was instituted for the purpose i— 
Hon. Dr. Ho Kai (chirman), Hon, Wei a 
(vica-chairman), Messrs. Fung Wa Chiiu, and 
Lan Chu Pak (hon-seoretaries), and Mr. 
Fook (treasurer). 
scholarship of $150 will be awarded eich year to 
the boy of Queen's College who p -cves_ himself 
most preficient in traus‘'ation from English 
into Chinese, Ghiuese into | nvlish, and English 
compas:tiun: Another scholarsh p of $150 
wil bv awarded each year-to such students as will 
be nominated by the Chairman of Chinese Otu 
of the College of Medecine. : 


Ho 


W. M,. Black is promoted Bombardier with. 


Last week there arrived in Hougkong nboat’ 


Commencing from 1‘ 05,/|a- 


93 


Dance shall come off on the 9th February, 


The visitors to the i Hall Library and - 
D 


Museum for the week ending the 24th Jauuary, 
1904, were 191 non-Chinese and 89 Chinese to tin 


former, and 7] non-Chinese and 2,318 © inese ~ 


to the latter institution. ; 

Mr. F. Pratt, war-correspondent of tho 
Sydney Morning Herald, and Cuptain Archi- 
bald, war-correspondent of. the New York 


Herald, arrived in Hongkong ou the 26th inst. - 


by the Eastern & Australian ss. Empire. 

The only case of communicable disease in 
Hongkong last waek was one of diphtheria 
(European).“ With remarkable foresight 
Shanghai, Manila (where plague now exists) 
Siam, and Indo-China keepup sanitary measures 
against us. : . 

Un the 26thinst, there arrived from Bangkok on 
the PitsdnulokDr.H. Adamson, Iuspect::r-General 
af Siamess Government Hospi.als, who is ona 
mission to Manila fu 
there given for the cattle-diseaso commonly 
known as “ rinderpest,” - This disease has been 
very fatal in Siam during tho past year, and the 
Government is exceedingly anxivus to discover 
a means of alleviating it. Dr. Adamson left 
H ng<ong fér Manila by the first boat 
and will stay in the Philippines for about a 
month, He is accompanied by Dr, Luang 
Vikhanes, Inspector of (tove: coment Hospitals, 

The address of tha community of Hongkong 
to H.E. Sir Henry A. Blake, G.C.M.Q, is, 
ou view at the P. & ), offices. It is o hand- 
some testimonial and well worth inspection. A 
sanda!-wood box bearing Sir Henry's mon- 
ogram in silver on the lid contains the addrass, 
which has covers of green v-lvet heavily 
embossed with silver, the centre-piece being a 
representation of the Hongkong emblem, and 
lined with satin, There are altogather 1,267 
siguatures—668 Europeans and Indians, 93 
‘Chinese in. English. characters, and 506 in 
Chinese characters. 


MISCELLANEOODS. 


— ee 


It appears that the Chinese ringleader in the 
recent Amoy riot was beheaded next day. 
The Taotai specially requested the foreign 
community to continue the races, ‘in order to 
impress the rioters, on that day, when he put 
a for e of 5,0UU trovps on the ground, 


A. Act has been drafted, and laid before the 


Ide, providing f r the payment of all contracts, 
debts, and obliyations in Philipp'ne pesos, 
where the same are contracted in. curren-y 
which is not legal tender. The purpose of this 
Act is to protect both debtors and creditors 
against the finctuations in the value of the 
Mexican dollar. . ; 


through tiongkong last Ootober, en rouge for 
Manila, has been stoned by a mob in the town 
of I.aoag, He was not injured, one stone only 
striking him on the leg.. The pravince of 
Ilocos Norte, if the reports which have reached 
Manila from the Aglipayanos are to be believed, 
isin an uproar. ‘Che towns of Badoo, Batak, 
San Nicolas, aod Paway also mobhed and 
molesteo the distinguished Roman’ Catholic 
Bishop. oe 
The result of tha Shanghai Municipal : Elec- 
tion was declared on the 2 Ist inst. the following 
nice being elected for the ansuing twelve 
months :—Mr. A. M. Marshal! 409 votes; Mr. 
J. Prentice 349; Mr. D Landale: 343 ; Mr,-0. 
Mensur 343; Mr. F, Anderson 330; wr, H. De 
Gray 229, Mr. C. W. Wrightaoa S24 Mr, A. 
W. Barktil 307; Mr.,B. 8. Little 286. The 


two unsucecssfal candidates were Messrs. 8, A. 


Hardoon (261 votes) and \. A. C. Platt (241 


votes) ; 
The Kobe Chronicle says:—Although they 
have had far more troable with plague in Kove, 
the rat-catchers do not seem to ba so éxpertiu 
the Colony of Victoria as they are‘here, Durji-g 
the fortnight ended December 28:h, only 558 
rats were caught in Victoria, of which 6 ware 
infected with plague, while -84 were capthred 
i: Kowloon, 3 being plague-infacted. making 
a total of. 792 caught during fortnight 
Tho haul of rats in Kobo amounts to from 
1,000 to 1,500 per week, : 


examine into the treatment 


C vil Commission in Manila, by Vice-Governor . 


Bishop Dougherty, of Vigan, who passed 


SSS Ae ia oan 
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COMMERCIAL. 


---—~,- 
SILK. 
Canton, 15th January, 1904 —Re-reels :— The 
only transactions to report are in Yee Wo Hing's 
Blue Ticket, 10 bales Extra @ $800 and 40 hales 
No. 1 @ $765. Filatures :--Since our last report 
our market has remained rather quict owing to 
the high exchange and the firmnese ofthe dealers. 
No important transactions have been made. Short- 
reels.—No important inquiry from America, 
Waste Silk.—Market quiet but dealers continue 
to be very firm. 


: Sees f 

Megsrs. A. R. Burkill & Son ia thei circular o 
the2lst of January, state:—The home markets 
are dul!. Raw Silk.—A further decline in prices 
coupled with a fall in exchange of one penny has 
brought about only a small business in Tsatlees, 
showing a want of confidence in present sterling 
prices on the part of cqrsumers. Yellow 
Silks —are neglected. Hand filature:— A fair 
amount of business has been put through crack 
chops and new style filatures for America, the 
very low exchange ruling for forward delivery 


has enabled buyers to fill orders, and about 1,200° 
bales have been booked. Steam Filatures.—- | 


A few sinnll transactions are reported, but until 
holders modify their ideas, buyers will only 
operate from hand to mouth. Waste Silk.—No- 
thing doing, supplies of all kinds continuing very 
small, ‘ 


SUGAR. 


Shekloong, No. 1, White..,...$8.60 to §8.65 pels. 
Do. » 2, White...... 7,55 to 17.60 |, 
Do. » 1, Brown...... 6.05 to 6.10 
Do. » 2, Brown...... 5.85 to 5.90 | 

Swatow, No. 1, White...... 8.50 to 865 | 
Do. » 2 White ..... 7.55 to 7.60 | 
Do. » 1, Brown...... 5.90 to 5.95 | 
Do. » 2, Brown...... 5.75 to 5.80 ,, 

Foochow Sugar Candy ......... 12.85 to 12.90 ,, 

Shekloong ier 7S beedeas :-10.65 to 10.7uU 
RICE. 


SalGon, 15th January. 

Messrs. Wm. G. Hale and Co.’s in their fort- 
nightly circular state :—During the period under, 
review our market kept rising gradually, and, at 
the close, shows much more firmness, although 
‘there is a@ general calmness of demand. This 
state of things is to be attributed to the following’ 
causes. Our harvest proves to he laterthan first 
anticipated, and new grain is coming to market 
but in small parcels of 3,000 to 4,000 Piculs daily. 
There being contracts falling due shortly millers 
are obliged to buy atany rate to cover their require- 
ments, Un the other hand, the Hongkong market, 
owing to a fair demand for Japan, having gone 
up considerably, Chinese can well afford to ship 
their rice to that destination and avoid selling it 
on the spot unless at the equivalent. of Hongkong 
prices. There has been a fair inquiry from Japan 
_and a few transactions have been put through. 
As for Europe, our present. prices are far too wide 
; apart from limits coming therefrom, moreover as 
exchange has advanced und closes with an up- 
ward tendency. Purchases for France amount, 
so far, to about 30,000 tons for shipments extend- 
ing up to April. If we judge by the tonnage en- 
gaged fer forward loading, there ought to be yet 

more purchases to be made for that. direction. 

‘She quotations for March are :— 


per picul. 
No. 2 White unsifted (ordinaire) 
: steam milled (mixed) $3.65 
5 % Cargo steamer milled (mixed) $3.5 
10 ” ” ” ” $3.15 
20 a a ” a3 $3.05 


The following are the settlements per picul 
Rice, British str., Sishan 25,000 picul to Hongkong 
at 7 cents. British str. dn Pho 25,000 piculs to 
Hongkong at 7 cents. French str. Bink Thuan 

0,000 picu] to Hongkong at 7 cents. French str. 
Quang Num 25,000 piculs to one port Philippines at 
26 cents. German str. China 32,000 picul to Hong- 
kong at 7 cents. 

Honexone 19th January.—The holders are to 
sell up their stocks before the China-New Year 
and prices are consequently declining. 7; | 
Saigon, Ordinary .... seeeeeee $2.95 tO $3.00 


Round, good quality ......... 4.25 to 430 
_ LONG ...ccccce . caeeee ccaseeee « 4.45 to 4.50 
Siam, Field mill cleaned, No. 2 ...... 8.45 to 3.50 
» Garden, %s No. d oi... 4.85 to 4.40 


Toy WHI, eeecseesesessecieeageres 455 $0 4.60 
wy Pine Cargo .....scsesscsossccsceres 495 to 6.00 


| OPIUM. 
29th January.— 
Quotations are: —Allowance net. to | catty. 
Malwa New $930 to $950 per picul. 


Malwa Old...............8970 to $990 do. 
Malwa Older. ......... $1,019 to $1,080 do. 
Malwa V. Old ......... $1,650 to $1,070 do. 
Persian fine quality. $910 to — do. 
Persian extra fine ....$920 to — do. 
Patna New .......000.. $1,300 to — per chest. 
Patna Old............... _ ta — do. 
Benares New ..... 81297). to — do. 
Henares Old «2.0.0.0... ~ to — do. 


Honarona, 28th January. 
Since the 14th of January, the movements in our 
various Opium markets have been as follows:— 


Malwa. Patna. Benares, Persian, 
Stocks as per circular of 


Vth Jan., 1904... 1. 2. 1,720 73L 462 2,006 
Jan, 17th Imports per Bfal/a 874 — 128 
w B0th 4, Lightning — 10.30 — 
+ 27th ee a arra —_ 297 83 _ 
y 28th ie , Kumsang ae 69 284 — 
2,103 1,8% 859 9-2, 134 
Lesa Exports to Shanghai .. 64 110 98 ran 
Lesa Exports to East ane 
West Coast Ports including Pe o> 8 
local Consumption for the a 6H a 
fortnight... heat es 
Estimated Stocks this day .. 1,827 1063 639 1,87 


Bengal.—A further rise has to be reported 
owing to light stocks here and at Shanghai, and 
small bargains in the hands of the Chinese. We 
quote Patna @ $1295 and Benarex @ $1235. 

Malwa.—The market is quiet and quotations 
are :—- 


NOW. i cinsissecencussadiesiste $925 
2-3 years old ............ $970 
4 9 a, adedeeein $1,010 
Oldest .........ceccceeeeees $1,060 


Persian —The Market in steady at $910/2 for 
good bricks and cones. 


a 


COTTON. 
Honesone, 29th January: — Absolutely no 
demund, prices are easier by $2 per picul. Stock 
about 2,700 bales. 


Bombay... ......-00:00 e000 25.00 to 27.00 picul 
Bengal (New), Rangoon } ,. 
and Dacca.............4- 5 25.00 to 29.00 * 


Shanghai and Japanese, 28.00 to 30.00 
Tungchow and Ningpo, 28.00 to 30.00 


9 


” 


: YARN. ° 

Mr. Eduljee in his report, dated Hongkong, 
Jan. 28th says:—As premised the long expected 
winter dema. d has set in. but is characterized by 
extreme caution on the part of both buyers and 
sellers, as the vagaries of exchavge, and the 
unceritainty attaching to the political situationg 
are still greatly hampering tride. The sales 
reported b-low were effected during the first 
portion of the interval, or are the result of earlier 
nesotiations and reports withheld. Values h:ve 
appreciated $1 to +2 per bale, but are still much 
under replacing cost. Here and there buying 
continues on a small scale, but the market gener- 
ally closes quict but firm, and the business of 
this native year’ may be considered to have 
almost come to an end pending the revival for 
clearance after China New Year. . 

Local Manufacture :—The local mill is doing 

nothing, and although last quotations are main- 
tained, the feeling is weak. 
' Japanese Yarn :—More done at slightly irregu- 
lar figures than lust mail, but generally a shade 
firmer. Business has been entirely confined to 
No. 20s, of which about 1,540 bales are reported 
sold, say Settsu at $136; Miike at $135; Kanega- 
fachi at $135 ; and Ashai at $134. 

Kaw Cotton:—There is no cuvuntry demand 
whatever for Indian descriptions, and some 


importers are getting very anxious and have |: 


been pressing sales at a decline of $1 to $2 per 
picul, and a few parcels of superfine Bengal 
aggregating about 900 bales have been purchased 
by the local mill at from $27 to $28}, leaving a 
stock of about 1,000 bales on the market. China 
Cotton has also. suffered in sympathy, and sales 
of about 200 bales Ningpo at from ~8!} to $30 
are reported ; stock 800 bales. Quotations are :— 
Indian $26 to $29 and China $28 to $30. 

Exchange on India has fluctuated wildly during 
the interval, and closes to-day at Rs 183) for 
T/T and Rs. 133} for Post. On Shanghai 714 and 
on Yokohama 89}, 


The undernoted business in imported and | 
1] 


spinnings is reported from Shanghajduring 
the fortnight ended the 15th instant, viz :— 


[January 80, 1904. 


Indian :—Markct moderately active and prices 
firm. Total sales 5,230 bales, comprieing 2,785 
bales No. 10s, 266 bales No. 128, 160 bales No. 
16s, and 2,020 bales No. 208. Close steady. © 
Unsold stock 60,000 bales. 

Japanese :—Sales reported are. about 2,600 
bales, say No. 103 at from Tis. 86 to 91, and 
No. 203 at from Tis. 92 to 95, prices showing a de- 

cline of oné to three Taels and market closing weak. 

Local: - No sales from first hands have taken 
place, and the position generally is considered weak 


MISCELLANEOUS IMPORTS, 

Messrs. Noel, Murray & Co., in their piece goods 
trade report of 21st January, state :—As remarked 
by the representative of one of the leading import 
houses here—“the market could not be worse if war 
was actually going ‘on in Manchuria, everything 
is at an absolute standstill!” The censorate 
in Japan is keeping everything ‘of importance 
from becéming known, consequently there is a 
semblance of a more peaceful prospect, but 
there are very few who think for a moment that 
Russia will, or.can, agree to the Japanese “irreduc-. ~ 
ible minimum ” terms after having gone so far. 
But however that may be, from one cause or 
another this place has been denuded of ready 
money with the result that trade is practicall 
stopped, native interest ruling as high as 364 
per annum again during the greater part of the 
nterval. The silver market, too, has been sub- 
ected to some extraordinary shocks with, of course, 
Bimilar, convulsions in our sterling rates, the 
Foreign Banks making sure that whatever hap- 
pens they wont be left by offering too high prices 
for forward business, and so everyone is just 
‘sitting on the fence” at present: A good 

demand has continued for Indian Yarns for Sze- 
huen, and a2 fair quantity has again been bought, 
but at very unsatisfactory prices compared with 
he replacing cost. Clearances of goods generally 
have almost ceased for the present and everything 
points to a very quiet time, until after China New 

ear, at all events. The Manchester market 
remains in the same strong position, quotations 
coming very high, but some of the leading manu- 
acturers appear to be quoting prohibitive rates 
urposely. Cotton is advancing still, the quota- 
tion for Mid-American in Liverpool being 17.644., 
ut Egyptian remains the same,91/16d. There do 
ot seem to be any special advices from New 

ork, and no fresh quotations have reached us. 

HONGKONG QUOTATIONS. 

Honexonae, 29th January, 


BOaig: sidievscisvsacaccceseaceceests $34 - 
Borax ..... sssawees dekeatanset sea 818 @ 19 
Camphor (China)... ..........8— 
3 (Formosa)............ $— 

Cassia (First quality) ......... $97 @ 100 

‘i (Second 4, ) scene $25 

sy (OU veeiest a dewalta deatvedese s— 
CLOVES ......eeeeeeaee danced naedasies $15 @ 35 
Fennel Seed Oil ......... $310 @ 315 
Galangle ... $3 @ 6 
GarliGe: cccssccdevevedsietedessianess = <4 
Glue..... Vaasddessatteviecseetengases $26 : pe 
GYAPOS ...cecceccsveeceneee een eeeaes $10 @ 19 | 
Ivory ......-... DiitaccatieOtiste eee $300 @. 750 eb, 
Kismiss 5....-...ceeceeseeeee serene $18 ; 
Olibanum ......seesesceseces eevee $5 @ 25 
Rose Oil oo. iecececeeseveeneeveees $60 @ 175 
Saltpetre .........:.00 edsebeertnwes $103}-@ 114 
Sandal wood ...........ceseeeecee $27 @ 30 

% OD) cevesesceescsss $350 @ 400 

Senna Leaves.....cccccscessseees $2 @ 6 
Sugar Candy ......scccsceroeess-S9F @ 103 
Vermilion ....c..sesscesseeveeeees $89 @, 87 
WX. oe sccccsccecesceeceesseseesen S43 @- 49 


MISCELLANEOUS EXPORTS. 

Per steamer Bayern, sailed on 20th January. 
For Suez:—Il case chinaware. For Genoa:—75 
bales raw silk, 3 packages rattanware, 1 case curios, 
1 case samples. For Antwerp :—131 bales bamboo 
scraps, 10 cases chinaware, 1 case silk. For Ant- 
werp/Hamburg :—27. bales feathers, 25 cases 
bristles. For Amsterdam :—12 cases china ,2 
cases copperware, 2 cases¢ivoryware. For Rotter- 
dam :—250 bales bamboo scraps, 12 cases china- 
ware. For Bremen :—38 rolls matting, 1 case, 
chinaware, 1 case silverware, 1 case grasa cloth. 
For Bremen/Hamburg :—60 ‘bales feathers For 
Hamburg :—87 bales canes, 67, bales feathers, 50 
rolls matting, 3 boxes feathers, 1 case lacquerware. 
For London :—100 boxes essential oil. For 
Copenhagen :—1 cask preserves. 


Per steamer Polynesien, sailed on 26th Jan. For - 
Marseilles :-- 165 bales raw silk, 7 packages silk 
| piece goods, 43 packages human hair, 50 packuges 
staraniseed, 5 packages feathers, 14 packages 
sundries. For Lyons:~-100 bales raw silk. For 
London :—13 packages bristles. . 


’ 
apt 


wt 


NO 


January 30, 1904. } 


CHINA OVERLAND TRADE REPORT. 


Hanxow, 20th January.- The prices quoted are 
for the net shipping weight excluding cost of 
packing for export :— Per picul. 


Cowhides, best selected (Winter cargo) Tls 32.00 
Do. _ seconds ........ Sanus pe eceeaee » 28.00 
Buffalo hides, best selected ...... 0 ...... » ~=—.22.60 
Goatskins,untanned (chiefly whitecolour',, 58.50 
Buffalo Horns (average 3itis. each) ...... » 10.20 
White China Grass (Wuchang and/or 
POC) ied. ecvccigscssacavaleveutese: ales » 12,00 
White China Grass (Sinshan and/or 
CHAU) 5 as secedecke). cede id cc hewhedess eg y=: 12..50 
Green China Grass (Szechuen) ............ » 11.50 
VATE 9. Gee celuetio.sucscnuieomreaeden: ‘oeeewisins i 5.00 
White Vegetable Tallow (Kinchow) ... ,, 11.50 
White Vegetable Tallow (Pingchew ,, 

- and/or Macheng) .......... cs cceeeececaes » 11.20 
White Vegetable Tallow (Mongyu) ...,, 9.50 
Green, Vegetable Tallow (Kiyu) ........ » 15.00 
Anim Tallow .....cccccceseceseccaces saseetes v» 19.80 
Gallnnts (usual shape) .....00 0.0... ... » 19,00 

Do. (Plum) do. ESS EEE 1, 20,50 
Black Bristles ..........cccccccseceecDieecceess » 118.00 
Feathera (Grey and/or White Duck) ... ,, 19.50 
Turmeric » 8.60 
Sesamum Seed su 4,30 
Seszamum Seed Oil ee 8.00 
Vegetable Tallow Seed Oil 46 7.90 
Wood Oil, » 8.00 
POR: OU cesciseceeds viiitessesssseg diac seeuseeas » 8.90 


SHARE REPORTS, 


Hongkona. 29th January, 19:'4.—There is 
no appreciable chan e to report. in the general 
condition of our market, and but little business 
has been transact:d during the week under 
revis w. 

Banxs.—Hongkorg and Shanghais have 
ruled weak, and after small sales at $650 close 
with probable seller: st $645. London has 
receded to £62. Nationals ara unchinged at 
$34 buyers. 

Mapgine InsuRances,—Unions have sold 
and are atill procurable at $490. Cantons hava 
been plac d at $175, and are still on offer at 
th:s figure in small parcels, China ‘T'raders 
have sellers at $56 w th probable buyers at $55. 

FirE Insurances.—Hongkongs are firm 
with buyers fat 33024. Chinas are steadier, 
and small lots cm be placed ut $92. 

SHIpPiInG:—Hongkong, Canton and Macaos 
have sold at $504. and close with sellers 
at 331. Indo-Chinas, after sales at $72 and 
$7:'4 are enquired for nt $72}, sellers demand- 
ing $73§. Chinn end Maui‘as have sold at 
$18 und $20, and close easiar wi h gales at S19, 


’ t 
Dougiases after rales at $30 and $304 are 


quoted at S3t sollers. Star Ferries are quist 
at 831 and $19 for the old and new shares 
respectively. Shell ‘I'ransperts are quoted at. 
20). buyers +x the interim dividend of J/- per 
share for 1903, paid iu Loudon on the Let 
January, 1904, ° 

REFINERIES.—Clina Sugar: have attracted 
some attention during the interval and ufter 
advancing to $108 with sales arv easier with 


‘probable sellers at $105. Luzons are unchanged 
at $10 sellers 


MIninG.—In the absence of business there is 
no change to report. in quotations under this 
head. 

Docks, WH:RVEs AND GoDowNs,— Hong- 
kong ard Whampoa Docks have sold at $209 
and $210, and close with :ome settlement sbares 
in the market at the former rate. Hongkong 
and Kow'oon Wharves have sold and are in 
further request at $95. New Amoy Docks 
are easier with selers at $374. Farnhams 
rfter sales at ‘11s 123 cash and Tls. 129 May 
bave advanced {o Ils 125 cash with buyers in 
the North. 

Lanpbs, Horens.anp BuILpINGs.—Hong- 
koog Lands contione quiet, and are procurable 
at $150 ex the dividend of $6 per share for the 
second half of 1103 paid on the 28th instant, 
Kowloon Lands ure easiar with sellers at $54. 
West Points after advancing to $584 are now 
on offer at $56 ex the final div. of $1.20 per 
share for 19 3 paid on the 28th ‘nstant. Hum- 
phreys Estates hive so'd and have farther eellers 
at $114, the new shares have been dis;osed of 
at $2.55 und $2.51, Hongkong Hote's are 
unchanged at $147 sellers, Shanghai Lands 
have been b oked at Tle. 110. : 

Corto: M11 ~s—Hongkongs ere procurable 
at $:54. Ebanghai quotes Ewos Tls. 33, In- 
ternationals Tls. 25, Laon-Kung-Mows Ts. 35, 
and Soy Chees Ts. 170. 


MIscELLANEOts— Green Island Cements 
have sold and have further buyers at $25. A. 
8. Watsons have bean booked ut $144. Electrics 
(old) are steady at $124 and (new) at $7. Ices 
e ntinue on offer at $240 Steam Water 
Boats are wunted at $152, an! Watkins at $74. 
China I'rovidents have sold at $9, and Powells 
at $94, the litter closing with buyers at $9.60. 
Philippine Co, I.d. shares can be placed 
-at 810, 

Memos.—National Bauk of China Ld. o1- 
dinary yearly meeting on the 30th instant. 
Longkong Rope Co. Ld. ordinary yearly 
meeting on the 6th February. Hongkong 
Cantou and Macao Steambo:t Co.. Ld ; ordindry 
H-yearly meeting ou the 61h February. 


Closing quotations are as follews:— 


_ ComPAny, Pain ue. Quoratrons. 
Banks-— y O04 
Hongkong & S’bai...) $125 . | $84. 


( L'don, £62. 
Natl. Bank of China| © 


A. Shares ...... £8 ($35, buyers 

B. Shares ...... 28 1$35, buyers 

Foun. Shares... £1 3810 

Insurance - 

Union ..............00.- $100 ,'$490, sales&sellers 
China Traders ....... $25 856, selle:s 
North China........... £28 |'Ts. 69 
Yangtsze............... $60 13135 
Canton........eccccec eee $50 |$175, sellers 
Hongkong Fire ...... $50 $300, buyers 
China Fire ............ $20 /§92, buyers 


Steamship Coys.— 


Hf., Canton and M... $15. |$31, sellers 
{Indo-China S.N. ... £10 |$78}, sellers 
China and Manila... 35U |£!9, sales 
Douglas Steamship $50 {831 

$10 $30, se.lers 


Star Ferry......... { ; <5 


£1 }21/- ex div., buy. 
£10/£10, nowinal | 


$19, sellers 
Shell Transport and ) 
Trading Co...... 5 
Do. pref. shures...... \ 
Kefineries— 


China Sugar ......... 2106, sellers 


f,uzon Sugar.......... $100 1310, sellers 
Mining— 

Punjom ............... Sil {$1, sellers 

Do. Preference... $1 24 cents 

Charbonnages ...... Fes. 2859 /$600, sellers 

Raubs ech estiseidecsesst 18/10 |§6, sellers 
Docks, Ete.— | 

H. & W. Dock ....... $50 13209, sellers 


H. & K. Wharf & G. 
New Amoy Dock .., 
&,C.F Boyd &Co.... 
Land and Building— 
Hongkong Land Inv. 
Kowloon Land & B. 
WestPoint Building 
Hongkong Hotel 


$95, sales buyers 
$38, sellers 


Tig. 100 /Tis. 125, buyers 


$100 
330 
$50 
$50 
Humphreys Estate . oe 
S'hai Land Ins. Co., Ld.jTls. 52 
Cotton Mills— 
EW: . seesetrctiissscnces 50 
[International Tis. 75 
Laon Kung Mow ...|Tls. 100 
Soychee ........... Tis. 500 
Hongkong ............ 
Green Island Cement. 
China-Borneo Ca., Ld. $12 
Watson & Cu., A.S.... 


3150, ex div., sel. 
345!, sellers 
$55,ex div. sellers 
$147, sellers 
$114, sellers 

24 

Tls. I1u, sales 


T1s. 33, sellers 
Ts. 25 

Tls 35 

Tis. 170 

315), sellers 
325, buyers 
$84 


$144, sellers 


. S12 
Hongkong Electric i eae alee 
Hongkong « C. Gas... £10 |$140, buyers 
Hongkong Rope......... $50 |$145, buyers 
Fenwick & Co., Geo. $25 [$50 
Hongkong Ice. ......... $25 |$240, sellers 


H. H. L. Tramways...}| $100 
Hk. Steam Water- , 
Baat Co., Ld. ...... J 
Dairy Farm ........... 
Campbell, Moore & Co, 
Bell’s Asbestos E. A...| ’ 
Unitea Asbestos 


33006 
$153, buyers 


$124, buyers 
$40 

$5, sellers 
$9 ; 
$210, buyers 
nominal 

39, sellers 
$74, buyers 


Tebr.uu Planting Co.... 
China Prov. L. & M. 
Watkins Ld............ 310 
ChinaLight &Power ): 
Cos, Lids sor shrnnenes’ 3 
Powell, Ld............600 
Shanghai and Hong- } = 
kong Dyeing and +} — 
Cleaning Co., Ld J 
Canton, Hongkong Ice. $10 
(iigar Companies— : 
Alhambra Limited“ $500 |<290 
gr eg ag : | $10, buyers 


‘7 VERNON & SMYTH, Brokers. 
“y 


$5 
39.60, buyers 
$50 


$10, nominal 


* 85 


Messrs. J. P. Bisset & Co in their Share Report. 
for the week ending 22nd January, 1904, state :— 
The| main features of the week’s 


No business reported. Our apcteton from Hong- 


the latest London 
‘quotation is £83 10s. Marine & Fire Insurance.— 


North Chinas have been placed at Tls. 220 and a 
sale|of China Firea to Hongkong is reported at 
Shipping.—Indo-Chinas, A fair business 
has{been done for cash and January at Tis. 50 to 
Tls|51. The closing rate for forward transactions 
8. 524 for March and 58 for April. Docks 
Wharves.—t'arnhams have remained quite 
y with buyers and sellers at Tls. 123 cash 
January. March shares have been done at’ 
125, and there is a transaction for April at 
126. Shanghai & Hongkew ‘Wharves have 
declined aud business is-reported on the 16th at 
Tls} 210 cash, with a sudden drop on the 20th to 
Ts, 200 and 205 for March. Yesterday a further 
drop was experienced, and at the close the price 
cash and January is Tls. 197}. Hongkong and 
ampoa Docks—are quoted at $209 nominal. 
Sugars.—No business reported. Mining.—Wei- . 
haiwei Golds have been placedat$18 cash. Land.— 
Shanghais improved and on the 20th shares were 
placed at Tis. 109'and 110 for cash closing at Ts 
109, at which shares can be obtained. Industrial.— 
ml business reported in Cotton Stocks. Gas 
shares have been placed at Tis. 107. Shanghai 
Paper & Pulps at Tls. 120 for March: Maatschappij 
&c| in Langkats. The market opened at Tis. 302} 
for cash and at closing there are cash buyers at 


Tis. 292). During the interval shares have 
poi placed at all intermediate rates, and the 
mar 


et is quiet. No transaction is reported for 
February, but for March a large business has 
bekn done, closing with buyers at Ts. 305. Tls. 
3124 has been done for April. Sumatras have- 
been placed at Tis. 58. Stores & Hotels.—Hall & 
Holtz at $32} and 32. Miscellaneous.—Nothing 
reported. Loans.—Perak sugar 7 per cent deben-. 
tures have been negociated at Ts. 97. 


THE DEPRECIATION OF STOCKS. | 
essrs. J. P. Bisset & Co. ina special circular, 
attention to the depreciation of stocks. They 
te:—Of the total amount of depreciation 
amounting to ‘Ils. 13,969,552, we are glad to say 
that only a small proportion is borne by Shanghai. 
In the cise of the Shell Transport and Trading 

, showing a loss of over 73 millions, only an 

i linitesinal amount is borne by Shanghai, and 
the same refers to the loss of nearly two willions 
in the Chinese Engineering and Mining Co., Ld. 
e principal depreciation in which this port is 
conce-ned is in S.C. Farnham, Boyd & C,,, Ld, 
and Shanghai & Hongkow Wharf Co., Ld.,amount- 
ing to 6} millions. ‘I'his is almost entirely borne 
here, and we have to bear a very heavy propor- 
tion of the depreciation in Indo-Chinas. Avgai-st 
this may be put almost in its entirety the appreci- 
ion in Maatschappij, &c. in Langkate. Shanghai 
shares only to # very slight extent in the depreci- 
ation in Hongkong Bank shares, as it enjoys 
little of the appreciation in- Marine Insurances‘ 
with the exception of North (‘hinas and Yangtszes, 
the. greater portion of which latter stocks it 
jenefits from. In Land shares the only stock that 
interests Shanghai to any extent is. its own Land 


In summing up, we make tbe 
epreciaticn borne by Shanghai on. stocks gen- 
‘erally on our table as being somewhera in the 

eighbourhood of three millions of taels. Our. 
aders must know it is impossible to give accur- 
te figures. Notwithstanding tue continued 
ightness of money which we have experienced 
ithin the last five or six months and more - 
articularly during the. last month, stocks have’ 
mained steady and fairly strong at or about 
ur December quotations. Given peace and a. 
little easiness in money, we look for much higher . 
rae in most of our stocks. 


| HOMEWARD FREIGHTS. . 
Messrs. Wheelock & Co. in their Report of the 
21st instant state :—There is nothing of interest 
to report in our homeward freight market during 
the past fortnight, and ex orts of anv description 
jare practically at a stanletill; a state of affairs 
which ‘s large y due to the instability of exchunge. - 
For London and the Continent: -Thé only boats 
advertised on the berth besides the mails ‘are the 
8.8. Nestor, sailing for London and Antwerp on 
the 28th, and thé s.s. Radnorshire for , Havre, 
London, Hamburg and Antwerp on the 30th inst, 


1 


oo . 7, Sannary 80;1806.)° 
26, Hhangchow, British str., for Shanghai, .-_ . 
26, Hong Bee, British str, for Amoy. - 
27, lyo Maru, Japanese str., for: Seattle. 
26, Rwangtah, Chinese str., for Shanghai. 
26, Lydia, Garman str.. for Canton. _ 
26, Mazagon, British etr., for Bombay. _ ‘ 
26, Polynesien, French. str., for Europe. 
26, Progress, Norwegian str., for Quinhon. 
26, Rohilla Maru, Japanese str., for Moji. 
26, Tingrang, British str., for Wubu. 
96, Tainan, British str., for Kobe. 
27, Athenian, British str., for Vancouver. 
27, C. Ferd. Laeisz, Ger. str, for Yokohama, 
27, Clara Jebsen, German str., for Anping. 


Per Conference Steamers. To London and Nor- | Holstein—German steamer, !,103 tons, Touron 
thern Continental ports :—Tlea 52/6 per ton of 40, to Shanghai. $3.25 per ton. 
cubic feet. General cargo 52/6 per ton of 40 cubic | Germania—German steamer, 1,714 tons, Saigon 


fest. Seeds 47/6 per ton of 20 cwt. To Marseilles | to one or two po te Japan, #5 cents and 37 cents 


and Havre: neral 48/- net per ton of 40 cubic | per picul (March). . 
feet. Seeds is net per ton of 20 cwt. To New! China—German -teamer, 1,093 tons, Sai on jto 
York (Overland) :—Tea 14 G$ cents per Ib gross. To | Hongkong, !2 cents per picul. 
New York vid Suez :—80/- per ton of 40 cubic feet. ! rometheus—Norwegian steamer, 1,023 tons, 
To Shanghai:—Tea, taels 1.80 per ton of 13 half- | Saigon to Hongkong, 20 cents per picul (promp}). 
chests. To Shanghai :—General, taels 1.80 per Taifu —Germ in steamer, 1,005 tons, month 
ton weight or measurement. hence to Mauritius and back, $7,000 per month 
; Pronto—Norwegian steamer, 837 tons, mont! 

8 months, at $5,25U per month. 

EXCHANGE. Pronto—German steamer, 719 tons, mont 
Ferpay, 29th January. | 12 months, at $4,500 per month. 


Ox Lonvon.— Sullberg —German steamer, 782 tons, monthly,| 27, Daiya Maru, Japanese str., for Moji. + 
Telegraphic Transfer. vee L/DS 12 months, at $5,000 per month. : 97, Germania, German atr.; for Sourabaya.: 
Bank Bilis, on demand ............ 19th Clara Jebsen—German steamer, 1,103 tong, 27, Kumano maru, Japanese str., for Japan. 
; Bank Bills, at 30 days’ sight ...... 1/93 monthly, 6 months, at $8,500 per month. v7, Lightning, British str., for Calcutta, 
Bank Bills, at 4 months’ sight ...1/}5 Babdelberg—German steamer, 1,379 tons, monthly, 27, Maidzurn Maru, Jap. atr., for Swatow. 
Credits, at 4 months’ sight ......... 1/102, | 6 mcnths, at $6,000 per month. 27, Marie Valerie, Austrian str., for Trieste. 
Documentary Bills, 4 months' sight 1/107, Petrarch—German steamer, 1,252 tons, month] 97, Oscar II., Norwegian str., for Kutchinotzu. 
On Papis.— = 6 months, private terms. 27, Rein, Norwegian atr., for Bangkok. 
Bank Bills, on demand .. .. ...... 987° ——_ - —__- 27, Yarra, French str., for Shanghai. 
On Germ any.— . SHIPPING 97, Yuensang, British str., for Manila, 
Credits 4 months’ sight ...... oa 2394 ARRIVALS AND DEPARTURES SINCE LAST 28, Dorothea Rickmere, Ger. str., for Swatow. 
és Oa. demand Disa ds lst ecées ves creed 85 Pieces ay a bv esi ply a 3 axhols a 
Rw YorK.— ; , Haitan, ] x : “ 
Bank Bills,ondemand ..,....... 43¢ January— . 4 28, Kalgan, British str., for Shanghai. 
’ Credits, 60 days’ sight ............... Att 24, Empire, British str., from Australia. 98, Mathilde, German str, for Quinhon, 
On Bompay.— 24. Hailan, Fronch str.,from Pakhoi. :| 98' Mebfoo, Chinese str. for Canton. 
Telegraphic Transfer .............. 1334 24, Hailvong, British str., from Swatow. 28, Socotra, British str., for Shanghai. 
é er on demand ..........:.ceecee eee ees 133} 28, Szechuen, British str., for Shanghai. 
N CALcCUTTA— . 
; * * 24, Hangolow, British str, f:om Canton. - wa 
ap pos der piel aaae “ an | 24, Kowloon, German str., from Chinkiang. ; Rese L1sT. i 
UN SHANGHAI (abe ence a aa 24, Lothidn, British str., from San Francisco’ P : RIVED. . 
: : . |. Per Gera, from Genog, for Hongkong, Mrs. 
Bank, at sight 714 24, Maidguru Maru, Jap. str, from Anping. : Fandel, Miss Louise Colhoun, Messrs. J 
Private. 90 dave’ at ht TO ag 94, Pitsadulok, German str., from Bangkok. ondei, Miss oulse Ay Me ae 
’ YS SGD ..reeeeees 94. Polynesian, Freneb str,, from Shangbai Fundel and Spungli; from Singapore, r. : 
On ‘Yorouamta.— te thee pda sing » trom Shang)". | aod Mrs. A Young, Mr. d Mre, Ayam, Messrs 
; On demand 89} 95. Kumauo Marn, Jap. str., from Australia, i t Fi ] ta oe : a Fi mn ’ Naples > 
OK Meee eee 25, Lydia, German str., from Chinkiang. Mar Wend = f Ae . wer ¥ * 
: On-demand Honiwal 25, Mazagon, British str, from Kobe. ‘All . Wandres; from Son'bampton, : 
6wkuaiserecl senate 25, M. Struve, German str, from Hongay. ony ; : 
On demand .... nominal 25, Monterey, U.S. monitor, from a cruise. Per Empire, from Australia for Hongkong, 
Sen ee 95, Progress, German str., from Swat iw. Mr. and Mrs. Menzies, Mr. and Mrs. Blakely, La 
On demand 108% 25, Riverdale, British str., from New Zealand, | Mr. and Miss Archibald, Mrs. Lilley, Misses. . | 
Ox Harsone— = CCOtCS 25, Wilmington, U.S. cruiser, from a cruise. | Campbell, Bond, Fleming and Graham, Mesars. 
ow damand: eee 25, Yuensang, British str., from Manila. L, Walsh, F, L. Pratt, F. D. Phillip, R. T. 
Ox Satcon— POP 25, Kalgan, British str., from Canton, Maurice. Professor Watson,-H. Tudor, M. 
Ou'domand Lee aa 25, Zafiro, British str., from Manila. Clarke, J. W. Coffey, J. V. Gilles, 8. R. Price, 
On Binewor =< a ae 26. Aluuette, Frdnch guoboat, from Shanghai, | Archibald, Matthews and Hager. a a 
On demand’. Sep aects 62 26, Amara, British str., from Moji. ; Per. Polynesien, for Hongkong, from Shang- 
SovEREFIGNS, Bani’ Buying Rate:.: $11.10. 26, Daigi Maru, J upanese str., from 'Tamsui. | hai, Mrs, Newel and two children, Mr. and Mra. ~ 
Goxtp Lear, 100 fine, por tael ..... ae 26, Haitan, British str., from Swatow. Souza, Mrs. and Miss Goletz, Mr. and Mrs. 
Baw SILVER, per oz... OB 26 Kwongsavg. British str., from Canton. Nosomya, Miss Logart. Messrs. Sonneville, 


26, Petrarch, German str., from Moji. 

26, Pronto, Norwegian str., from Hoihow. 
25, Whampoa, Britis: str., from Shanghai, 
27, Borneo. German +tr., from Sandakan. 
27, China, German str., from Saivon. 

27, Haimun, British str., from Tamsut. 
27, Hinsang. British str from Java. 

97, Hunan, British str. from Canton. 

27, Kasan, Russian trsp{.. from Odessa. 
27, Malaya, Russian str., from Port Arthur, 
27, Mathilde, German str., from Canton. 
27, Meefoo, Chinese str.; from Shanghai. 
27, Socotra, British str., from Antwerp. 
27, Szechuen, British str., from Canton. 
27, Telemachus, British str., from Saigon. 
97, Yarra. French str.7from Marseilles, 


Kusseron, Hempriech, Foy, Duclos, and Tono- 
sawa. for.Saigon, from Kobe, Mr. Ferrand; 
from Shanghai, Messrs Ponlet James, 
Guillermet, and Malanusse: for Singapore, from’ 
Yokohama, Sister G. Michel; from Kobe, Messrs, 
Hizashi, Saito, Hayashi, Kajama, and Nomura; 
for Marseilles, from. Yokohama, Prince and 
Princess Itebijo, Miss Itehijo; from Kobe, Mr. 
and Mrs. Okoski and iufant, Messrs, Stuirt 
Beazley. Walder, Horne, Vece:.t, Toyada, Mat- 
‘gsunami, and Stahmel; from Shanghai, Mrs. 
Duelos, Messrs. de Ponthiere, Gregoire, Longe, 
Brigoulet, Saint Pol, ‘‘anneis, Lemi¢re, Garnier, 
Petrement, Hano, Leblanc, Berthoux, Thomas, 
Duoret, and Cressever. 

Per Yarra, for Hongkong, from Marseilles, 


TONNAGE. 

Honaxona, 29th January.—Since last report, 

* our treight market shows a decided improvement 
in all directions. From Saigon to Hongkong, 
there has been a sudden demand for tonnage, and 
rates at the close are 20 cents per picul for medium 
sized carriers. Saigon to Japan, 35 cents per picul 
has ben paid for March loading. Saigon to 
Philippines, there is 4» good demand for small 
steamers, at 30 cents per picul. North coast Java 
to Hongkong, 35 cents per picul has been paid for 
wet sugar, and this rate is still obtainable. Coal 
freights have imptoved and are in demand, Moji 
to Hongkong, $2.10, to Singapore, $2.25, to 
Philippines, $3.40. The following are the settle- 


STO Ba : British barque, 1.111 tons. H. 28, Chowfa, German str., from Bangkok. Mrs. Luzu and infant and Mr. Dupre and child; 
Sotig td Callao, £2,000 in f ath , ns, Hong-| 98, Hailoong, British str.. from Swatow. from Singapore, Mrs. Caroline, Major Carter, - 


Messrs. C. J. Arnell, Coclarum, and Palamull; — 
from Saigon, Mr. and Mrs. L. Brignaaty, Mr. 
and Mrs, Houssaye, Messrs. Asgoard, Ed. foruni, 
and E. F. Mercier: for Shanghai, ftom Mar- 
seilles, Mrs, Métifiot and infant, Messrs. Clavel, 
Métitiot, Portes, Arthur Rozier, and K. Maria: 
for Kobe, from Colombo, Mr. !\. A. Kader, from 
Singapore, Mr, E. Mailjee: for Yokohama, from 
Marseilles, Messrs Thorne, Jolly, and Knight, 
from Colombo, Capt. Carroll, Messrs. Muller and 
A. J, Neneomen. 
DEPARTED, 


28, Hangsang, British str., from Shanghai. 
28, Hitachi Maru. Jap. str.. from Antwerp. 
28, Kumsang, British str., from Caloutta. 
28, Luchs, G-rman gunboat. from Canton. 
28, Maristow, British str. from Moji. 

98, Pak Lat, German st®., from Bangkok. 
98, Pingsuey, British str,, from Liverpool. 
28, Rosetta Maru, Japanese str., from Manila. 
28, Solace, U.S. trspt., from San Francisoo. 
98, Sullberg, German str., from Dalny. : 
28, Taiping, Chinese str., from Chinkiang. 
28, Tanba Maru, Jap. str., from Singapore. 
‘8, Wakamatsn Maru, Jap. str., from Moji. 
28, Woosung. British str., from Canton. 

January— DE 'ARTURES. 

24, Ajax, British str., for Shanghai, 

24, Daijin Maru, Jap. str., for Swatow. 

24, Deuteros, German str., for Canton. 

24, Mathilde, German str., for Canton. 

24, Michael Jebsen, German str. for Hoihow. 
24, Woosung, British str., for Canton. 


Salamanca—British steamer, 883 tors, Karatzu 
to Manila, $3.40 per ton. 
_ Charles Tiberghien--French steamer, 2,750 tons, 
Moji or Kuchinotzu to Singapore. $2.75 per ton. 
Crusader—British steamer, 2,744 tons, Moji to 
Hongkong, +2 per ton. 
Benledi—British steamer, 1,481 tons, Moji te 
Hongkong, $2 per ton. ‘ 
Hinsang—British steamer, 1,040 tons, Moji or 
Kuchinotzu to Hongkong, $2.10 per ton. 
Hopsang—British steamer, 1,359 tons, Moji or 
Kuchinotzu to Hongkong, $2.10 per ton. 
Undine—Norwegian steamer, 1,017 tons, Moji 
to Swatow, $2.25 per ton. , 
a M. Struve—German steamer, 966 tons, Hongay 
Ha ’ to (longkong, $1 pe: ton. ; 
B , Pronto—Norwegian steamer, 837 tons, Rangoon 
to Cebu, 50 cents per picul. 
_ Loyal—German steamer, 1,184 tons, Rangoon 
to three ports Java; thenc: two ports to Hong- 
kong, $24,000 in full. ~ 
: Quarta—German steamer, 1,146 tons, two ports z 
north coast Java to uongkong, 35 cents per picul.| 25, Anping Maru, Jap. str., for Coast Ports. BE 4 AUGUE 
_ = @ermania —German steamer, 1,714 tons, three } 25, Eclipse, British cruiser, for Mirs Bay. __ Haus for the Concerned, at 14,Dea Voux — 
ports north coast Java to Hongkong, 30 cents per 26, Edundale, Brit. str.,for Phanrang, Annan." - Road Central, City of Victoria, Hongkong. 
- picul. . 26, Hailoong, British atr., for Swatow. . London Office: 181, Fleet Street, E.C. - 


i 


Per Gera, for Shanghai, Mr. and Mrs, W. A, a 
Hill, Miss H. Vernon, *Messrs..A. Campignon, ~~ . 
§. Campignon, !'. Fiegel, E, Felgite, Wm. E. 
Brady, Ch. Meurer, H. Hackstroh, F. Reiber, 
Chas. W. Ure, C. Gilchrist, and Ginerig; for 
Nagasaki, Mr. P. Wallace; for Kobe, Mr, Chugen 
Kherag; for Yokohama, Messrs. H. Reiss and 


‘J. Jacquemin.. . 
pice 


—————— 


ne aT oN = : 
Printed and published by Bznrnam.Avausrus © . 


